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XXVII. 

SAMUEL AND DAVID. 

TO declare the end From the begin- 
ning is folely the prerogative of infinite 
wifdom. In the commencement of 
SauFs reign, he was renowned for cou- 
rage, juftice, and mercy — in its pro- 
grefs, he proved to be a facrilegious ty- 
rant, and a rebel againft God. Samuel 
mourns for him, who was too obdurate 
to mourn for himfelf. The defeftion of 
Saul brings tears into the eyes of the 
aged prophet. Had one fpark of am- 
bition lurked in his heart, he had re- 
joiced at the mifconduft of his rival — 
but his heart was the feat of nobler paf- 

VoL. II. B fions. 



1 ^AVtOlLr AND DAVID. 

fions. It grieves him to fee the plant fo 

foon withered, which he had raifcd to 
fuch diftinguilhed honour in the garden 
of Ifrael. He weeps, and he retires to 
Ramah — ^he will no longer be a witnefs 
of enormities, which he can neither pre- 
vent nor remedy. He will not counte- 
nance that man with his prefence, on 
whom he fees God to frown. 

The Almighty does not ilame this 
forrow, but moderates it. *' How long 

*' wilt thou mourn for Saul ?" Thofe 
tears, which flow juftly for his fin, muft 
ceafe^ becaufe of his rejeftion. A good 
heart relies on the juftice of God's de- 
crees, and forgets all earthly prepoflef- 
fions, while it has refpedk to Heaven. 
God will not bereave his children of a 
king, but will beftow on them one more 
worthy. Virtue and fov^reignty fhall 
be united-^jEHovAH himfelf ihall rule 
by the miniftry of his chofen fervant. 
Happy are the people, who are in luch 

a cafe 



SAMUEL AND DAVltX 3 

a cafe — ^yea, bleifled are the people, who 
have the Lord for their Goo, , 

The prophet receives a commiflion 
to repair to Bethlehem. H^ carries with 
him, not a fceptre, in token of domi- 
nion, but the holy oil, to indicate di- 
'vine confecration. He is direfted to the 
houfe of Jefle, the defcendant of Ruth 
the Moabitefs. Her faith and piety made 
her worthy to become the parent of kings% 
The retributions of Goo are ever boun- 
tiful, and exceed our utmoft defervings* 
Thejuft man walketh in his integrity— 
his children are blefled after him. 

The policy is not unlawful, which e- 
ludes the fufpicion of a jealous tyrant. 
Samuel takes an heifer with him for fa- 
crifice. There was no place, no time, 
iRrherein it was not fit for the defcendant 
of Aaron to offer peace-offerings unto 
GoD^ — but when a king was to be a- 
nointed, it was an aft, not merely of de- 
votion, but of neceffity. The authority, 

B 2 which 



4 SAMUEL AND DAVID, 

which is derived from God, muft be 
confecrated by public folemnities — every 
important aftion requires a facrifice to 
blefs it, much more that, on which de- 
pends the welfare of a Church, and na- 
tion. 

The elders of Bethlehem conjeftured, 
not without reafon, that matters of high- 
eft import had drawn the prophet from 
his retirement They feared, left fomc 
root of wickednefs, Ipringing up amongft 
them, had given occafion for the arrival 
of this unexpedted gueft. They wel- 
come him with trembling, not on his 
account, but their own. " Comeft 
*^ thou peaceably ?" It is a good thing 
to revere the meflengers of God, and 
to expedt their admonitions with awe. 
The elders rejoice to hear of no other 
errand than a facrifice — they haften to 
prepare themfelves for the pious folem- 
nity. We muft not prefume to facrifice 
^nto God, if we are not fandtified. Un- 

repented 



SAMUEL AND DAVID. ^ 

repented fin, lurking in the heart, ren- 
ders our devotions inefFeftual — and the 
prayer of the hypocrite is abomination,, 
becaufe he profanes that which fhould be 

holy. 

All the citizens fandlify themfelves ; 
hut Jefle and his Ions are more elpecially 
fanftificd by Samuel. Interefting as his 
errand was to all Ifrael, it was peculiarly 
fi) to this diftinguilhed family. With what 
anxiety did Samuel look on the fons of 
Jefle, that he might fee the face of the 
man whom God had chofen ! And now, 
when the eldeft fon came forth, a youth 
whole beauty was not inferior to that of 
Saul, he imagines the choice foon made, 
aiid the firft impulfe of his heart is to 
pour the confecrated oil on the head of 
Eliab. " Surely the Lord's anointed 
" is before him." The beft judgment 
is fubjeft to deceit — the holieft prophet 
falls into errour, if he waits not for the 

direftion of God. 
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& SAWCrZL AND DAVID. 

That which lliould hdYC forewarned 
Samuel, deceives him. He had feen 
thefe very hopes cmce fniftrated, and yet 
his eye fuggefts to him, that Eliab was 
appointed to rule. But what faith the 
anfwer of God unto him? " Look 
not on his countenance, nor on die 
height of his ftature,. becaufe I have 
" refufed him — for God feeth not as 
" manfeeth.*^ The king whom He will 
chufe lliall owe his advancement, not to 
hisperfon, but his heart. Seven fbns of 
Jefle are prefented to the prophet — no 
one is omitted, whom their father 
thought worthy of honour. If Samuel 
or Jefle had chofen, David had never 
been king — ^yet behold him fummoned 
from the fold, and by the choice of God 
deftined to the throne ! Even a father's 
partiality could not fuggeft ought to 
Jeflfc, which might induce him to offer 
David as a candidate for honours — ^yct 
him hath God fixed on to^rulc 

The 



The countenance of David was fair, 
and ingenuous — but he was left with the 
flieep, while his brethren were at the 
lacrifice. Modeft and fimple in his de- 
meanour> he was judged unfit for royal 
dignity. The purport of this confecra- 
tion, though probably explained to Jeflre, 
was doubtlefs concealed from his chil- 
dren. They underftood not> or believed 
oot, what God would da with their bro- 
ther. They faw him endued with fpiri- 
tual gifts> but knew not whither they 
tended. David returns to his flieep, 
and, in humble fubmiflion to the will of 
God, refigns himfclf to the difpofitionof 
thofe hands, which had chofen him— 
when fuddenly a meflenger is fent from 
Saul, to call him in all hafte to that 
court, of which he fliould afterwards be 
mafter. The occafion is from God, as 
well as the event. 

That the kingdom is departed from 
Saul^ is his leaft misfortune The fpi- 

B 4 rit 



8 SAMUEL AND DAVID. 

rit of God departs alfo from him. His. 
foul droops in melancholy dejeftion, or 
raves with tumultuous frenzy. His 
courtiers have recourfc to an expedient,, 
innocent at leaft, if not fully efficacious^ 
to allay the tempeft of his paflions. They 
call in the affiftancc of mufic — they fly> 
for aid to the harp of thefon of Jeffe. 

David, from the time of his confe- 
cration, had lived in the fame peaceful 
retirement as before — ^his only care, his 
only ambition was to promote the \yel« 
fare of his flock. But the wifdom of 
God finds occafion to bring him on that 
theatre, where he was to Ihine with un- 
rivalled luflre. However he is neg- 
lefted by his brethren, the a6ts of his 
youthful prowefs againft the tyrants of 
the defart are rehear fed — the fame of his 
virtues and accomplifhments is not bu- 
ried in obfcurity. That fkill,^ which 
had for its objeft no more than the inno- 
cent recreation of a paftoral life, (hall 

now 



SAMUEL AND DAVID. 9 

DOW introduce him into the prefence of 
his afHiftcd Ibvereign. 

Doubtless the father of David noted 
thefe things^ and pondered them in his 
heart. He could not but behold the 
wonderful interpofition of divine provi- 
dence, by which the youth, who was 
brought from the field to be anointed, 
was fummoned thence as unexpectedly 
to the palace of SauL Now he per- 
ceived, that God was preparing for the 
accomplifliment of His promife ; and 
he awaited the ifllie in joyful expeftation. 
No fooner is David in the prefence of 
Saul, than he obtains the royal favour. 
* The Giver of all graces has ordained^ 
that evfn wicked men fhould honour 
the virtues which they will not imitate. 
The harp of David chafes away the me- 
lancholy of his lord — ^the pfalms which 
he fung to it foothe his frantic defpair. 
To this day their efficacy is undimi- 
nifeed. Our hymns and fpiritual fongs 

are 
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are adverfe to the powers of darknefs> 
and rejoice the blefled angds of hea- 
ven, who fing their hallelujahs in the 
choir of glory. "It came to pafs^ when, 
the evil fpirit was upon Saul, that Da- 
vid took aa harp> and played with 
his hand ; and Saul was refrefhed, and 
was well, and the evil fpirit departed 
from him^** 
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XXVIII. 

DAVll>^AND GOLIATH. 

THE harp of David has chafed the 
evil fpirit from Saul — and the youth has 
again leifure to retire to Bethlehem. 
The Iplendour of a court is lefs dear to 
him, than the folitudes of the wilder- 
dernefs. A good heart frames itfelf to 
all conditions, and however outward cir- 
cumftances vary, is ftill the fame. 
Worldly minds rife without difficulty , 
but cannot defcend from their elevation 
widi patience, or with fafety. 

There he remains amidft his flocks, 
till God calls him into the field' of bat- 
tle. Forty days had Goliath defied the 
annies of Ifrael. Where was the courage 

of 



12 DAVID AND GOLIATR. 

of him, who once flew his thoufands ? — of 
him, who once indignantly aflced>. 
" What aileth the people, that thejr 
*' weep ?"— of him, whole own gi- 
gantic ftature made him no unequal com-^ 
petitor to the Philiftinc ? The fpirit 
of God is the Ipirit of fortitude— of 
that Saul's difobedience had' deprived 
him — it was transferred, with the pro- 
phet's blefling, to his rivaL 

Scarcely has David faluted his bre- 
thren, when the proiid champion ftfcps . 
forward before his troops, and renews 
his infolent challenge againfl: Ifrael. Da- 
vid fees him — shears his defiance — and, 
wonders that all faces turn pale at his 
approach. The youth is filled with- 
fliame and amazenient at the pufiDani- 
mity of his countrymen — ^who, while 
they fly from Goliath, fpcak of the re- 
ward, which ftiould be confequent on 
a- viftory they dare not undertake. Alas,, 
bow naany, who yield tbemfelves an eafy 

prey 



DATID AND GOLIATH. 1 3 

prey- to their Ipiritual advcrfaries, can 
defcant on the glory referved in heaven 
for the faithful ! 

Those difficulties, which appal faint 
hearts, fenre to animate an heroic mind. 
David is ready to encounter this mighty 
warriour, becaufe no one elfe dares be- 
hold him. While he hears the proud 
boaft of the challenger, his eyes fparkle 
with indignation, his heart beats with 
generous difdain. " Who is this un- 
" circumcifed Philiftine, that he ftiould 
*• defy the armies of the living God ?" 

The envious heart of Eliab confiders 
this holy courage as a refleftion on him- 
felf. " Is it for thee, proud idle boy, 
" to interfere with affairs of war? Is 
" yonder champion a fit antagonifl for 
" thee ? What doft thou think of thy- 
" felf, or of us ? Go to thy fheep, and 
" look not in the face of Goliath. Th« 
" wildernefs becomes thee, and not the 

field i unequal as thou art to any 

here. 






14 OAVID AND GOLIATH, 

*' here, fave only in arrogance and pre* 
" fumption. The paftures of Bethle- 
*' hem could not detain thee — thoB 
*^ muft come down to fee the battle, 
^^ I know thy pride, and the naughti- 
*^ nefs of thine heart. This was thy 
•*' thought — There is no glory to be ob- 
^' tained amidji the peep-folds y I will 
*' feek it in arms. My brethren are win- 
ning honour amidJI the troops of IfraeU 
while I am bafely tending my flocks. 
Why fhould not 1 endeavour to obtain 
*' diftinBiony as wdl as they ? This va- 
*' nity makes the fhepherd a foldier, 
*' and the foldier a champion ! Depart, 
*' rafti ftripling, to thy crook, and to 
** thy harp — and leave fwords and fpears 
•*^ for thofe, who know how to ufc 
" them!'* 

David, e'er he engages in other con* 
flifts, firft overcomes hirnfelfi and then 
his brother — himfelf, in his patient for- 
bearance — his brother, in the mildnefs 

of 
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DAVID A'ND OOLIATH. I J 

of his aiifwer. " Wh^ have I now 
**doBe? Is there not a caufc?" It 
was not time to return railing for raifing, 
^cn the fwords of the Philiftines were 
drawn, and Goliath was defying the ar- 
mies of IfraeL Surely this triumph was 
more difficult and more glorious than 
that which followed. That man is fit to 
fight the battles of the Lord, who has 
learned to be viftor over haspaffions. 

The fire of David's zeal is not to be 
thus extinguilhed. His courage, which 
meets with fcorn at the hands of a bro- 
ther, finds applaufe amidfl: unprejudiced 
liearts. The rumour flies to the ears of 
the king, that a youth is found, who is 
defirous of encountering the Philiftine. 
David is brought into the prefence of 
Saul, Alas, that ungrateful prince has 
already forgotten, not only his fervices, 
but his perfon ! And now, when he 
beholds the young and ruddy fhepherd, 
and hears him offer to enter the lifts with 

Goliath, 
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Goliath, he receives him with a con- 
temptuous pity. " Thou art not able to 
« go againft this Philiftine to tight with 
** him — ^for thou art but a youth, and he 
*^ is a man of war from his youth." 

All this cannot weaken that heart, 
which has received its ftrength from vir- 
tue. David muft juftify that courage to 
Saul, which he is eager to prove againft 
Goliath. He modeftly recites the paft 
tranfaftions of his life, in fupport of his 
more ambitious ^ pretenfions. " Thy 
^ fervant flew both the lion and the 
*' bear ; and this uncircumcifed Phi- 
" liftine fliall be as one of them, feeing 
^' he hath defied the armies of the living 
" God." He knew, that the prefump- 
tion of Goliath would be the caufe of his 
deftruftion — he knew that holinefs was 
an invincible fliield to the faithful. He 
had already experienced, the bleffing of 
God's afliftance, and he relied on him 
for his continued favour. 

Resolution 
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RBSOLtxTiON thus grounded, makes 
even Saul himfelf confident. David has 
both his confent and blefling. He comes 
to Saul as a fhepherd — he fhall go to- 
wards Goliath as a warriour. The king's 
own armour is not too rich for one, who 
(hall fight for his country. But what a- 
vails the fplendour of Saul's coat of mail, 
if it is not adapted to David ? The ho- 
nour is only an incumbrance — danger 
would enfue, inftead of fecurity. The " 
fonof Jefle declines the glittering bur- 
den ; his ftaft, his fcrip, his fling, five 
ftnooth ftones out of the brook, are fitter 
for his purpofe than royal panoply. A 
time Ihall corne^ when David, inverted 
with all the honours of Saul, fiiall find 
them ftill a burden — heavv, but not 
to be relinquifhed, becaufe committed 
to him by God. If we envy the dignity 
of others, it is through ignorance of the 
anxious cares, by which that dignity is 
accompanied. Could we feel their 
' Vol. II. C weighty 
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weight, evea for a moment, we lliould 
return to a lefs exalted (tation with joy 
and thankfulnefs. 

Goliath, armed with his fword, and 
fhield, and Ipear, advances into the field* 
When David appears in the lifts with 
fiich an adverfary, the eyes of Ifrael and 
of the Philiftines are fattened on him. 
His countrymen behold him with anxi- 
ety, and compaffion. " Alas,^is that 
" ftripling to contend againft fo mighty 
" a foe ? Is he fent unarmed to fuch a 
" a conteft ? Is the honour of Ifrael en- 
^ trufted to fuch hands as thefe ?'* The 
Philiftines, efpecially their champion, 
look on him with the utmoft fcorn and 
infult. ^ Am I a dog, that thou comcft 
*' againft me with ftaves ? Come hi- 
'* ther, and I will give thy flefh to the 
" fowls of the heaven, and to the beafts 
" of the field." 

Presumption is both the prefage, 
and the cau/e of ruin. An avenging God, 
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DAVID AND GOLIATH. I9 

by the arm of David, (hall bring to 
nought the arrogance of the unbelievers. 
Goliath (hall learn too late, how formi- 
dable that enemy is, who goeth forth in 
theftrengthof the Lord God — who a- 
bideth under the fhadow of the Al- 
mighty, David runs toward the Phi- 
liftine, and, full of the hopes of viftory, 
direfts the ftone againft his vaft fore- 
head. God was not unmindful of his 
fervant. He (hewed ftrength with his 
arm — He caft down the proud in the 
imagination of his heart. There lies the 
great defier of Ifrael, gafping in the 
pangs of death, and biting the earth with 
(hame and indignation, that he falls by 
the hand of a lliepherd. So (hall all thine 
^dverfaries perifh, O Lord! 

O THOU, who canft arm the weak 
againft the mighty, wherefore fhould we 
be afraid of man, that (hall die, and the 
fon of man, who (hall be as grafs, and 
forget thee, our refuge and ftrength, our 

C 2 prefcnt 
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prefent help in trouble ? Wherefore 
Ihould we fear in the day of adverfity, 
becaufe of the fury of the oppreflbr, as 
if he were ready to deftroy ? Thou, even 
thou art He, that comforteth, defendeth, 
fighteth for us — and where is the fury of 
the oppreflbr? 

Thou turnefl the face of the wicked 
againft themfelves — thou makefl: thine 
enemies the inftruments of their own 
deftruftion. The fword of Goliathy in 
the hand of David, avenges the honour 
of God, and brings viftory and glory to 
Ifrael. 

When the generations of men fled 
away in terrour from the powers of dark- 
nefs, thou, O Saviour, didfl: undertake 
our caufe alone — thou, O Son of Da- 
vid, by thy death defl:roying death, 
didfl: overcome the enemy with his own 
weapons. Now is come falvation, and 
ilrength, and the kingdom of our God, 
and the power of his Christ — he hath 

ranfomed 
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ranfomed us — he hath delivered us from 
the grave. He is gone into heaven, and 
is on the right hand of God — angels, and 
authorities, and powers being made fub- 
jcd unto him. 
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XXIX. 

THE DEATH OF SAUL. 

WHAT a ftriking difference do w 
behold in the fate of individuals, and ( 
nations, as it pleafes the divine juftice t 
profper, or to punifti ! When the Phi 
I i (lines fet themfelves in array again 
God, a ftripling can be the occafion < 
their difcomfiture — when they fight tY 
Lord's battles, by arnning againft facr 
legious tyranny, the prefence of a powei 
fill raonardh, or evep of the ark itfc" 
gives no fccurity to Ifrael. Then '^ tl 
Lord breaketh in pieces the ftaff' of d 
ungodly, and the fceptre of the rulei 
The man, who fmote the people 
wrath with a continual ftroke, the o] 

preflc 
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preflbr, iivho ruled the nations in anger, 
IS perfecuted, and none hindcreth." 

The predi(5lion of Endor had almoft 
flain Saul before the battle. He had for- 
faken the Lord — ^he had held commu- 
nion with demons — he had received his 
laft morfel at the hand of a forcerefs — 
and now neceflity draws him into that 
field, where he fees nothing but death 
and delpain The prophecy of the coun- 
terfeit Samuel funk into the heart of the 
apoftate monarch^ Thofe fatal words 
have already ftricken him to the ground.. 
Heexpefts, in horrour and confternation,. 
the doom,, which^ however denounced, 
he is too confcious of having deferved^ 
While the mind is uncertain of fuccefs,. 
it relieves itfelf by the probability of 
good — even in leTs promifing circum- 
fiances, there is fome mixture of hope.. 
Thus far the fpirit of a man may fuftain 
his infirmities -, but a wounded fpirit who 
can bear ? Not a ray of light penetrates 

C 4 through' 
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through the gloom — the waters over- 
whelm the defpairing fufFerer, and the 
ftream goeth over his foul. The wages 
of fin is death ; while the gift of God is 
eternal life, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

It is probable> that the faroe moment 
faw David viftorious over the Ama- 
lekites, and Saul defeated by the Phi- 
liftines. David confulted with God> 
and prevailed — Saul with the powers of 
darknefs, and periflied. The efFedl is 
proportionate to its caufe — the end cor- 
refponds with the means which led to it. 
" I call heaven and earth to record ar 
gainft you>" faith the voice of God, 
that I have fet before you life and 
death, blefling and curfing. Have I 
any pleafure at all in the death of him 
" that dieth ?" 

The Daughter of Saul and of his fons 
did not take place in the commencement 
of this tragedy — thefe fad events were re- 

ferved 
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fervedfor its awful clofe. Firft, the people 
Rjy and fall down wounded on Mount 
Gilboa — next, the fons of Saul are num- 
bered with the flain. Death knows no 
partial diftinftions— even Jonathan hina- 
felf is involved in the common deftruc- 
don. If valour, if holinefs, if fincerity of 
heart could have averted the fatal blow, 
Jonathan would have furvived — the fon 
of Saul would have lived, to fhare in the 
prolperity of the fon of Jefle — to rejoice 
in his poflfeffion of a throne, to which 
himfelf made no pretenfions, the rival of 
David only in friendfliip and in virtue. 
God willed it otherwife — he had brighter 
rewards in flore for that illuflrious youth 
than an earthly diadem. The arrows of 
the Philiftines difmifs the royal Jona- 
than to a more exceeding weight of glory 
than that which he relinquilhed to the 
brother of his love. 

Meanwhile the milerable Saul be- 
holds his legions fcattered, his children 

lifelefs. 
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lifekfs, his enemies triumphant, his ho- 
nour proftrate in the duft. Wounded in 
body, and defperate in mind, he fees 
nothing before him but agony and 
death — and now, deftitute of all hope, 
he requefts that blow at the hand of his 
armour-bearer,, which his indignant fpi- 
rit difdained to receive from a Philis- 
tine. He afks> but he is denied— no 
entreaty,, no extremity can move the 
arm of that faithful fervant againil his 
lord. Had the unhappy monarch {hiH>- 
ned the reality of fin, as carefully as the* 
appearance of difhonour,, his fun had 
never fet in blood — ^he had neither lived,» 
nor died a murderer^ 

What a faithful fervant refufes ta 
execute, his own rafli hand fhall ac- 
complilh. Wicked men regard the 
cenfure of the world more than the 
peril of their own fouls. What if Saxil- 
had died by the hand of a Philiftine ?i 
Jonathan his fon did fo — and yet he died 

with 
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with glory. The carnal heart fixes an 
idea of fhame to what is in itfelf either 
innocent or indifferent ; and for the fake 
of idle popularity fcruples not to commit 
actions prejudicial to dearer and better 
interefts. 

Now is the blood of the innocent 
priefts^ and the meditated flaughter of 
David) required at the hands of the ty- 
rant. From the beginning of his defec- 
tion, to this laft aft of violence, he was 
an enemy to himfelf and to his God. 
His death correfponds with his life — 
his own arm pays him the reward of all 
his wickednefs. 

As yet his Ipirit lingers, and feems re- 
luftant to depart from its earthly affoci- 
ate. His armour- bearer has more fuc- 
cefsfuUy imitated the defperate aft of his 
lord, and is no more. Saul yet breathes, 
and drinks to the dregs the cup of fury. 
Chance brings an Amalekite to the fcenc 
of his fufferings — and he, who had been 

once 
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oncei called and anointed by God, thr 
pride and hope of I fracl, the terrourofi 
their enemies, the conqueror of A^n-^ 
mon,, Amalek, and Philiftia, receives, 
his laft blow at his own impaflioned 
rcqueft, from a wayfaring ftranger. 
" Knowcft thou not this of old, fince man 
was placed upon earth, that the triumph^ 
ing of the wicked is fhort, and the joy 
of the hypocrite is but for a moment ? 
Though his excellency mount up to the 
heavens, and his head reach unto the 
clouds, yet he (hall fly away as a dream, 
and fhall not be found — he fhall be 
chafed away as a vifion of the night*. 
The eye alfo which faw him fhall fee him 
no more, neither fhall his place any more 
behold him. He fhall flee from the iron 
weapon, and the bow of fleel fhall flrike 
him through. It is drawn,, and cometh 
put of his body, yea, the glittering fword 
pafTeth through his heart. Terrours are 
upon him. The heavens fhall. reveal 

his 
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•his iniquity, and the earth Ihall rife up 
agamft him. This is the portion of a 
wicked man from God, and the heritage 
appointed him by the Almighty." 

Common rumour had already fixed 
on David as the anointed heir to the 
kingdom of Ifrael — to be the firft bearer 
of news fb grateful as the death of Saul — 
to lay the enfigns of royalty at the feet of 
his fucceflbr — to be entitled to the re- 
ward, not merely of a meffenger of glad 
tidings, but of one whofe hand, in de- 
ftroying a tyrant, had done good fervice 
to the date — what fplendid profpefts for 
an Amalekite! " I am the man, to 
'^ whom David owes his kingdom — I 
^' am the author of his deliverance and 
" of his happinefs." A mind wherein 
felf-love rules with abfolute dominion, 
is unable to comprehend the emotions of 
a generous heart. 

How was this alien difappointed of 
his hopes, when he finds his tidings the 

occafion 
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occafion of fafting, and weq>ing, 

mourning ! when that voice, half fti 

with tears, calls him to account for n 

der, inftead of acknowkging his mei 

Doubtlefs the ftranger pleaded for h 

ielf with fair and plaufible argum< 

"^^ Alas, Saul was already fallen t 

*^ his own Ipear— -it was mercy to £ 

*^ ten his fufFcrings— his importu 

prayers nwved me to haften his 

proach to the gates of death. H 

** ftricken him as an enemy, I had 

*' haps deferved thy cenfure — but 

" blow was that of a friend. Why ; 

« regarded with horrour for obeyini 

^^ voice of a king? for perfefting 

** himfelf had begun, but could no 

*' niffi ? If neither his own wound. 

** mine, had difpatched him, the 

*^ liftines were at hand, ready to dc 

** with infult, which I did in fa 

•* Had not my arm anticipated t! 

** where had been the crown of I 
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*' which I have prefented to thee ? I 
*' could have delivered it to Achifh, 
" king of the Philiftines, and have 
" been rewarded with honour. Let me 
" not die for an aft well, meant to thee, 
" however unkindly mifinterpreted !** 
But all thefe excufes avail not to his deli- 
verance, ** Thy blood be upon thine 
" own head — ^for thy mouth hath tefti- 
** fied againft thee^ faying, I have flain 
** the Lord's anointed. Every drop of 
royal blood is facred, and he who fheds 
it is accurfed of Goo and man. Of how 
different a fpir it from this of David, arc 
thofe men, who fuborn the death of 
princes, and juftify the atrocious aft, 
and celebrate and canonize their mur- 
derers ! " O my foul, come not thou into 
their fecret — into their aflembly, mine 
honour^ be not thou united !" 
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NATHAN AND DAVID. 

WITH what terrour and amazement, 
O God, do we contemplate the tranf- 
greffion of thine anointed fervant ? What 
an univerfal example doth his fin, and 
his repentance afford to mankind ? What 
an awful, inflruftivc leffon, that we 
ihould never be led aftray by prefump- 
tion, or defpair ? Both are excluded, 
by the crime, and by the contrition of 
David. When we fee fo great a faint 
thus fallen, thus rifen, we cannot but be 
fenfible of our own infirmities, and the 
tranfcendent mercy of our God. 

Now the king of Ifrael is in undif- 
turbed pofTefTion of his dear-bought 

fpoufe. 
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The brave and faithful Uriah lives no 
longer. The fplendour of royalty has 
fcon dried up the tears of his perfidiouB 
widow. But the juft and holy God will 
not fufier His name to be thus profaned 
among his people — he will not have oc- 
cafion given to his enemies to blalpheme, 
widiout feverely punifhing the offender. 
As that o&nder is more dear to him, 
the fin becomes more heinous, more ag- 
gravated^ David, who has been loft in 
a lethargy of guilt, fhall be fuddcnly a- 
wakened by the terrours of the Lord. 

If any fuperiority of condition could 
have afforded a privilege from fin, the 
angels had not tranfgrelTed in heaven, 
nor Adam in Paradife, nor David on 
the throne of Ifrael. Yet, alas, what 
language can palliate crimes of fo 
deep a dye, or plead in excufe for the in- 
fenfibility which followed i* Though 
fomc tranfient remorfe might have af- 
fcfted his foul, we hear of no effeSlual re- 

Vol, IL D pentance. 
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pentance^ till a faithful monitor is fen£» 
by divine appointment, to call the de- 
luded monarch from the errour of his 
ways. Perhaps, had the precbus balm 
been longer withholden, David's wretched 
impenitence would have been protradted. 
But blefled be the wifdom and mercy of 
God, who out of evil can produce good, 
who can bring light itfelf out of dark- 
nefs ! This one fin fhall be the means 
of preventing millions. How many 
would have fallen, in a vain reliance on 
their own ftrength, if David had not of- 
fended ? How many would have been 
defperate in the confcioufnefs of their 
own weaknefs, if D avid had not received 
aflurances of pardon ? 

While Nathan complains of the crad 
rich man, who had forcibly taken away 
the only lamb of his poor neighbour, 
David eagerly liftens to the ftory. With 
a rigour, which no laws could juftify, 
he pronounces fentcnce againft the of- 
fender. 
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tender. Here was no murdcn— no adul- 
xciy— jret the blood of the imag^aiy 
tyrant muft atone for his unfeeling cru- 
elty. Little did the king fuppofe, that 
ht had uttered thefe menaces againft 
himfelt We have open ears to the 
crimes of others-— we are deaf and in- 
fcnfible to our own — in the one cafe, ri- 
gorous judges ; in the other, obfequious 
parafites. 

The life of dodtrinc is in the applua^ 
lim^ When the prophet brings the 
word home to the bofom of David, he 
cannot but be fenfibly affefted. ^ Thou 
** ART THE MAN." Though David be 
a king, he jQiall hear of his faults-*-GoD's 
mcffages are always impartial. To re- 
gard greatnefs on thefe occafions is trea- 
cherous flattery. The ambafladors of 
Christ muft be gentle in the^r»i, but, 
in the matter of reproof, rcfolute. They 
arc the heralds of the King of Heaven— 
they proclaim his will to mankind— 
*' Thus faith the Lord God of Ifrael." 

D 2 Th£ 
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The heart of David is not able to with- 
ftand the mcffage of God. Confounded^ 
and felf-condemned, he cries out, in the 
bitternefs of a contrite heart, " I have 
*' finned againft the Lord !" The word 
was fhort, but earneft and paffionate — ^it 
came from the bottom of a penitent 
foul. God cares not for ftudied phrafes, 
but fincerity : and afFeftiont — the deepeft 
forrow is not that which is loudeft or 
moft loquacious. 

The firft ftep towards repentance is 
the confeffion of guilt. ^' I have ac- 
^^ knowleged my fin unto thee, O my 
*' God, and mine unrighteoufnefs have I 
<' not hid." No foonerdoth David fay 
to the prophet, " I have finned againft 
*' the Lord", than he receives thecomr 
fortable affurance, *' The Lord hath 
'^ put away thy fin." He that covereth 
his tranfgreflions fhall notprofper, but 
he that confefleth and forfaketh them 
ihall have mercy. Who would hotac- 

cufc 
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fufe bimfelfy to be acquitted by God ? 

Who would not declare his fin to the 

Searcher of hearts, to be relieved from 

that anguifti of fpirit, which it is death 

to conceal ? If we have ofiended, why 

Ihould we hefitate to perform that duty, 

which (hall at once give glory to our 

Maker, and- bring confolation. to. our 

fouls ? 

David had fworn, in a zeal for juf- 
trce, that the rich oppreflbr, for taking 
his poor neighbour's lamb, fhould die 
the death, God is more favourable to 
David, than to judge him out of his own 
rooudi. ** Thou fhalt not die/' O 
Ae wonders of redeeming love ! The 
ktter of the law demanded eye for eye, 
tooth for tooth, blood for blood — but 
(as if a penitent confeffion had diipenfed 
with the rigour of juftice) God faith, 
** Thou ft)alt not die." David was the 
▼oice of the lawy awarding death unto 
fin~Nathan was the voice of the go/pel, 

D 3 awarding 
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awarding life untx) repentance. *' Come 
•' unto me/* faith the Saviour of man- 
kind, " all ye that labour, and are heavy 
** laden, and I will give you reft* Take 
** my yoke upon you, and learn of me — 
" my yoke is eafy, and my burden is 
" light." 

David himfelf (hall not die for his 
tranfgreflion — but he fhall be deprived of 
the fon of his adultery — the fword fhall 
not depart from his houfe — he (hall ex- 
perience ingratitude and difafFedtion 
from his friends and from his children- 
he (hall afford an example to future ages, 
that God can grant abfolution, and yet 
referve his full right to inflidt temporal 
punifliment, for (in. Where he has for- 
given, he may yet chaftife — ^he does not 
forbear prefent correftion, though he re- 
mits the ifuture tremendous (entence. 
While he fmites us not for our offences 
as an angry Judge, we may endure to 
fmart at the will of a lovii^ Father. 

Yet 
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YiT even this infli£bion David depre- 
cates with tears. The child is fick— the 
parent &&s, and pra^rs, and' weeps, and 
lies all night upon the earthy, and is deaf 
to the voice of comfort. He nioums— he 
iiies, that the monument of his fih, and 
the record of his fhame^ for whom he 
ftill entertained all the fondeft lentiments 
of affeftion,. might even yet be preferved 
to him. No doubt his grief was aggra- 
^ted by the thought, that God,, to 
diaftiie the guilty ^her, was about to 
deprive him of his innocent child — ^whilc 
the chearing refleftion, that the gates of 
heaven would receive the unpolluted Ipi- 
rit which was haftening. thither, feemsfor 
Ae moment to have been hidden from 
his eyes. Againft this ftroke he offers 
his prayers, he lifts up his foul to the 
throne of mercy. No chaftening is joy- 
ous, but grievous — the beft nature can- 
not yield to it, without fome degree of 
reludtance. Far was it, neverthelefs, 

D 4 from- 
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from the heart of David to form any un- 
due oppofition to the will of God — hi 
made ufe, not of murmurs, but iup[^- 
cations. There is no impatience in in*- 
treaties. He well knew, that the di- 
vine threatenings were not fo denounced: 
as to be incapable of revocation. If an) 
means iwider heaven can avert judg* 
ments, it is the prayer of faith. 

But neither faith, nor prayer, cai 
preferve a feeble mortal from all tempo- 
fdX affliftions. Since the admiffion oi 
fin into the world, the decree is goni 
forth, and ^' man is born to trouble." Da^ 
vid muft drink deeply of the cup of for- 
row — the infant is no more I 

His anxious attendants only whilpa 
this fad news — they had witnefled the 
fufferings of their k)rd ; they now look 
for all the paroxyfms of frantic grief 
This very fecrecy proclaims, to the vigil- 
ant ear of fufpicion, the fad truth whici 
they trembled to utter. David perceives 

that 
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that his child is dead : and now he rifes 
vp from the earth on which he lay^ and 
changes his apparel, and goes, firft into 
thehoufe of the Lord to worfhip, and 
then into his own to eat — ^now he refufes 
flot to liften to the voice of comfort. 
Till we know the determination of God, 
it is lawful for us to be importunate in 
our prayersT— when the event has taken 
place, he demands our duteous refigna- 
don. 

^ While the child lived, I fafted, 
^ and wept; for I faid. Who can tell 
" whether God will be gracious to me, 
" that the child may live ? But now he 
** is dead, wherefore fhould I faft ? can 
* I bring him back again ? 1 fhall go 
** to him, but he fhall not return to 
** me V*^ There fpake the voice of faith, 
and hope. David knew, that thofe af- 
fcftions which God hath implanted in 
the foul, would, like that foul, furvive 
-die body. He knew that a day would 

come* 
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come, when he ihould rejoin hk ch 
to be feparated from him no mc 
He knew that his fincere repentance 
titkd him to look for a reception in tl: 
heavenly manfions, to which innoce 
itfelf is tranflated. " Turn ye untxi i 
•* from whom ye have deeply revolted 
•* ceafe to do evil — learn to (k> ¥ 
•' Let the wicked forlake his way, 
" the unrighteous man his thoug 
** and let him, return unto the Lo 
^ and He will have mercy upon hin 
" and to our God, for h< will db 
" dandy pardoa !. 
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THE CONSPIRACY OF ABSALOM. 

WHEN the fon of Jcflc, (intheca- 
iamities of his early life) wandered in the 
wildernefs, an exile, a fugitive, his fafety 
every hour endangered by the machi- 
nations of Saul, then peace and inno- 
cence were his companions. In the af- 
fliftions of his later days he feels the tor- 
ture of a felf-reproving confcience. His 
fiiture pardon is promifed, but not with- 
out his prefent fufFering. In the heinous 
offence of Amnon, in the fubfequent 
niurder of the guilty prince, in the dif- 
fimulation by which that murder was ef- 
fefted, the unhappy father reads his own 
tranfgreffions. The fting of Jorrow^ as 
^U as of ^^/)&, is fin. 
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Yet chefe.are the beginnings of wc 
Other chaftifement is in ftore for the kir 
of Ifracl. He muft experience the u 
moft extreme of earthly mifery — ^he m\: 
meet with the blackeft ingratitude fro 
the objeft of his fond affeftion.. 

T»E tears of David for the irrecovc 
able lofs of his firft-born now fall i 
longer — ^he comforts himfdf concernir 
Amnon, and begins to feel a degree < 
impatience for the return of Abfalor 
The long abience of that darling fi 
was more a punifhment to the king th: 
to the prince. Joab perceives the wifti 
of his lord, and artfiilly inclines him 
their accompliibment. A woman 
Tekoa perfonates a mourner, and, whi 
Ihe Ipeaks of the lofs of one child,, ai 
the danger of another,, excites in Dav 
companion for himfelf^. and favour to I: 
banifhed fon. A parable taught hi 
to repent — a parable teaches him. to /a 

given 
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iNow Joab fpeeds to Gefhur, The 
cxUed prince fhall return to Jerufalem ; 
but as yet he is not admitted into the 
prefence of hb father. David's exceflive 
lenity had already occafioned him the 
bittereft -forrows — he now refolves to 
feign at Icaft a feverity of temper he can- 
not feel. " Let him go to his own 
^ houfcj but let him not fee my face." 

Two years is Abfalom thus excluded 

from all intercourfe with his parent. At 

hft his: impatient fpirit can bear this ab- 

fcnce no longer. He fends for Joab, 

Ac folicicor of his return — he requefts 

inftant death, or unconditional pardon 

from his father. Perhaps his heart was 

not yet corrupted — or perhaps even now 

the deep-laid ftratagcm was forming, 

yfhich afterwards brought down ruin on 

his head. ^' Let me fee the king's face, 

" and if there be iniquity in me, kill 

^^ me !*' Either banifhment or death 

femed more tolerable to him, than 

thefc 
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thefc public tokens of the roysd dtf^ 
pleafure. 

What a torment fliafl it be to the 
vncked, to be excluded from the pre- 
fence of Goo without hope of recovery ! 
Abfalom will not l]vc> unlefs he beholds 
the face of that ^ther^ whom afterwards 
he moft unnaturally fought to de* 
ftroy. God is the Father of fpirits, 
without whom there can be no life, no 
being. To be exiled from Him is eter- 
nal death, eternal mifery. If in thy 
prefence, O God, is the fulnefs of joy, 
in thine abfence muft be the fulnefs of 
anguifh and horrour. O hide not thy 
face from us, but Ihew us the light of 
thy countenance, that we may live, and 
declare thy praife ! 

The impatience of Abfalom pleads 
his caufe with a fond parent — ^it feems 
to demonftrate, beyond all doubt, the 
ardour of his filial affeftion. Long had 
David been weary of his difplcafure — at 

length 
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length he receives his fon into his favour^ 
and feals his pardon with a kiis of tender- 
fids. Earthly parents know not how to 
letain everlalling anger towards their oflF- 
^ng— how much leis fhall the God of 
mercies be irreconcileably difpleafed with 
his children i how much lefs fhall he fuf- 
far his indignation to burn like fire, 
which cannot be quenched ? He will 
oot alway be chiding, neither keepeth he 
his anger for ever. His wrath endureth 
but a moment — ^in his favour is life— 
heavinefs may endure for a nighty but 
joy Cometh in the morning. 

Absalom is now as much diftinguiih- 
cd for greatnefs, as for beauty. Beauty 
and greatnefs excite his pride, and pride 
occafions his ruin. Ambitious fpirics 
will not reft contented with moderate 
profperity. Before two years are ex- 
pired, Abfalom frames a plot of mofl 
atrocious rebellion. None, but his own 
father^ was his fuperio r in Ifrael-— none 

was 
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was fo Kkely as himfelf, in all humi 
probability, to fucceed his father, 
his turbulent mind could have been r 
ftrained for a few years, he might ha 
cxpefted that by fucceflion, which nc 
he fought by force. An afpiring hea 
is always impatient, and holds time i 
felf as an enentiy — ^thrufts itfelf import 
nately betwixt the hope, and the enjo 
ment. Full of labour and travail, 
has no intermiflion of its uneafinefs, t 
it hath brought forth its abortive pr 
geny. O that our affeftions were 
eager for fpiritual and heavenly exalt 
tion ! O that our fouls were equa 
ambitious to feel the weight of tl 
crown of glory ! 

Outward pomp, unaccuftomed Ihe 
of magnificence, are wont to afFedt t 
light minds of the vulgar. Abfalo 
therefore, to the incomparable graces 
his perfon, adds the unufual ftate 
more than royal dignity. His chari 

rati 
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rattle, and his hories trample proudly in 
the ftreets. Fifty foot-men run before 
their glittering mafter. Jerufalem re- 
Ibonds with the praifes of this glorious 
prince— and all are dazzled with his 
continual difplay of grandeur. The ge- 
nerous David fulpefts no danger from 
diis (hidied oftentation. His partial 
love confiders all this fplendour as ex- 
preffive of joy and thankfulnefs — as de- 
figned to do honour to their reconcilia- 
' tbn— as not unbecoming the age, the 
lank, the beauty, the virtues of Abfa- 
lom. 

Having thus engaged the eyes and 
tongues of the people, the infidious 
prince lays fnares for their hearts. He 
rifes early, and Hands befidc the way of 
the gate. Ambition is ever vigilant 
and induftrious — the condefcenfion of 
Abfalom is equal to his greatnefs. How 
glorioufly doth the prince of Ifrael neg- 
kft himfelfi and prefer the care of juf- 
Vol, II. E tice 
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tice to his own gratifications ! His 
is open to all who petition, all who com- 
plain — there is no caufe which he flat- 
ters not. *^ See, thy matters are good 
and right, and there is none deputed 
by the king to hear thee/* "Whit in- 
finuations could be more powerful? 
What mufic is fo fweet in the ear of the 
unliable multitude, as to heai* them- 
felves commended, their governors 
cenfured ? Every man fays, '^ How 
gracious a prince is Abfalom ! What 
a juft and careful ruler would Abfalom 
be ? How happy were we, if we 
^ might be judged by Abfalom ? Thefe 
^ qualities vihich Jingly exalt a charac- 
" ter, confpire in his : beauty of perfbn, 
•^ magnificence of flate, gracious affabi- 
** lity, unwearied diligence, humility in 
*^ the midfl of grandeur, the tendereft 
*^ pity, the moft ardent love of jufKcc, 
^ the mofl anxious care for the general 
•^ welfare V' 

Thus 
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Thus the hearts of the people are not 

wim, but ^olen by a falfe traitor from 

their lawful fovereign. Nothing was 

wanting but aqloak of religion to com- 

ptete the ueachery of that ungracious 

ibnj whoie words were peaceable^ while 

irar was in his heart. How eafily is this 

alio aflunied ! Abfalom has a holy vow 

in Hebron. The devout man made it 

long lince in Syria^ and now haftcns to 

perform it. ^^ If the Lord ihall bring 

^ me back again to Jerufalem, then will 

" I ferve the Lord." Hypocrites fcru- 

ple not to profane the name and the wor- 

ihip of God himfelf in the accomplifh- 

mcnt of their facrilegious purpofe. 

How glad is the good old king, that 
he is blefled with fo pious a fon ! How 
^s he, at Abfalom's departure, im- 
plore the favour of heaven on his de- 
figns ! The clouds of rebellion have 
long been gathering — at laft they burft, 
in ^ their fiiry, over the aftonilhed fa- 
ther. 

E 2 With 
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With an heavy heart, his head c 
vercd, diflblved in tears, clothed' 
fackcloth, David retires from Jcru 
lem.. Never did any forrow, but tJ 
of his facredand innocent Defcendaj 
approach to his forrow. How could 
but weep, when the barbarous inlurrc 
tion <^ a too dearly beloved child dro 
him from his houfc, from his throj 
from the ark of his God ? Shinriei fi 
lows him with curies — Ahithophel, 1 
once faithful counfellor, forfakes, a: 
betrays him— Abfalom, invefted wi 
the royal purple, purfues his life wi 
implacable hatred — and the moment 
come, when the iiTue of a battle mi 
decide, whether David perifti in his oi 
perfon, or in that of his fbn. 

*^ I SAID, Lord, be merciful un 
^* me— -heal my foul — for I have finn 
*' againft thee. All mine enemies wh: 
" per together againft me — againft me < 
^ they imagine thiscvil. Lcf thejentn 



THE CONSPIRACY OF ABSALOM. S3 

* rfpakine/s proceed againft bim — and 
'^ nm thai be lietb^ let bim rife up no more ! 
" Yea, even mine own familiar friend, 
" in whom I trufted, who did alfo eat of 
" my bread, hath laid great wait for 

* me, O thou God of my ftrength, why 
" haft thou forgotten me ? Why go I 
« thus heavily, while mine enemies op- 

* prefs me — ^while they fay daily unto 
*^ me, Wbere is now thy God ?'* 

" Why art thou fo vexed, O my 
" fed ? And why art thou fo difquieted 
'* within me ? O put thy truft in God, 
" for I will yet give Him thanks, who 
** is the health of my countenance, and 
^ my God." 
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THE DEATH OF ABSALOM. 

THE day of batde is come. Davi 
who had formerly been clad in armoi 
to defend himfelf againft a tyrannous f 
ther-in-law, niuft now feek the fan 
proteftion againft an unnatural fon. K 
mufters his foldiers, appoints his con 
manderS) marfhals his troops i and fint 
their loyal importunity will not fuff 
him to hazard his own perfon, encoi 
rages them with his eye, and reftraij 
them with his tongue. '^ Deal gent 
*' with the young man Abfalom, f< 
*' my fake/' O holy David, what meai 
this ill-placed love, this unjuft mercy 
Deal gently with a traitor ? that trait< 

jifon 
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a fbn ? that fon an Abfalom ? the grace- 
lefs darling of fo good a &ther ? and this 
{or thy fake, whofc crown he had uforp- 
cd, whofe blood he was thirfting after ? 
For whofe fake Ihould Abfalom be fur^ 
Juedy if he is fpared for thine ? He was 
courteous to thy followers — affable and 
plaufible to all Ifraet— cruel and impla- 
cable only to thee. And yet thou fay- 
eft, " Deal gently with the young man 
" Ablalom for my fake." 

O PERFECT type of that ineffable 
mercy of the true Kjjigand Redeemer 
of Ifrael, who prayed fot his perfecutors, 
for his murderers, and, while they were 
at once fcorning and killing him, could 
%, " Father, forgive them, for they 
" know not what they do !'* If we are 
fons, we are ungracious, we are rebel- 
lious—but ftill our heavenly Father hath 
^ompaffion upon us — continues that life 
to us, and thofe endowments, by which 
^e provoke him-r-and bids his holy an- 

E 4 gels 
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gels fpare us, and cany us in their ; 
O the depth of the riches of the lo 
God ! How unutterable is his g 
nefs, and his love pad finding out ! 

The battle is joined — David's fo 
ers are only an handful, in comps 
with thofc of Abfalom. Butwhj 
pious king wants in numbers, is fup 
by the juftice of his caufe. The Iwc 
Abfalom is unfheathed by deiperate 
bition — David's, in his ownneceffar 
juft defence. By faith he was conf 
of vidtory — ^by faitbj when the 
fhouted for the battle, he conjurec 
leaders of his army to Ipare his fon. 

They who had at firft followed 1 
lom in their fimplicity, cannot now 
fecute his father in malice. With 
courage could any Ifraelite dra^ 
fword againft David ? On the com 
who could want zeal and alacrity to 
for a righteous king and father, ag 
the con^iracy of a wicked child ? 
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God of armies, who at his pleafurc can 
five with nuny or with few, takes part 
with jufticc, and kts Ifracl feel what it 
is to bear arms for an impious ufurper. 
Tlie fword devours them by thoufands, 
and '^ the wood devours more than the 
fi^ord." Let no man hope to profper 
bjr rebellion — ^the very trees, and thick- 
ft, and pits, and wild beafls of the 
Woods ihall confpire to the punifhment 
of traitors. Among the reft, a fatal 
oak Angles out the leader of this vile in- 
furreftion, and with one of its ipreading 
arms fhatchcs him away to Ipeedy execu- 
tion. The beauty of Abfalom was every 
way ruinous. Thofe treffes, which once 
hung loofely dilhevelled on his (boul- 
ders, now fupport the weight of his 
body, and make his pride his torment. 
Behold himfufpended between heaven 
^d earth, as one defervedly abandoned 
both by God and man ! As if the di- 
vine juftice had fclefted this punifhment 

for 
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for treafon, Abfalom, Ahithophcl, and 
Judas all die the fame death. So fhaU 
they perifh, who lift up their hands 
againft the Lord's anointed I 

A SOLDIER paffes by, and fees, but 
dares not ftrikc, the rebellious prince. 
His arm was reftrained by the public 
charge of David, " Beware that none 
" touch the young man Abfalom." Joab, 
on the contrary, when he hears the tid- 
ings, haftens to the place, and without 
hcfitation fixes his javelin in the of&nd- 
cr's heart. His zeal accomplifties wtet 
the foldier's obedience had forborne. He 
feared not to prefer the faff ly of his fove- 
reign, to his command — regarding the 
life of David, and the peace of Ifrael, 
more than the weak affeftion of a father. 
That zeal, and that obedience, were 
both deferving of praife — the loyal fub- 
jeft equals the ardent patriot — the one 
revered his king, the other loved his 
mafter, and by that love djfobeyed. All 

Ifrael 
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Ifrael did not afford Abfalom fo firm 
a friend as Joab had once proved him- 
felfl He taught the woman of Tekoa 
to intercede with David for his recal, af- 
ter his three years' exile. He brought him 
up from Gelhilr to Jerufalem. He led 
him into the prefence, into the arms of 
his parent. Yet now he who had thus 
promoted the interefts of Abfalom, in ho- 
ned difobedience takes away a life fo 
[ jtiftly forfeited. Joab forgot that he was 
the friend of one who had forgotten that 
he was a fon. The king is our common 
father ; our country, our common mo- 
ther — nature has no private charities, 
more dear, more facred than thefe. He 
is neither father, nor fon, nor brother, 
nor friend, who confpires againft the 
public welfare. 

The dart of Joab is feconded by the 
^capons of his followers. Abfalom dies 
^ it were by a variety of deaths. The 
hmid of divine retribution makes his 

crimes 
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crimes legible in his punifhment. He 
had exalted himielf againft his lawful fb« 
vereign — he had pierced his father's '^ 
heart with many forrows — ^he had caufcd . 
llrife and divifion in Ifrael. If by' 
the law of Mofes he, who curjed the ' ' 
authors of his being, was Honed to '\ 
death, howjuftly is an heap of (tones caft ] 
on him, who fought to embrue his im- ^\ 
pious hands in a parent's blood I 

Now Joab founds the retreat, and 
calls off his eager troops from execution. 
He knew what his rebellious country* j 
men had deferved — but when Abfalom 
is no more, mercy Ihall arrell the fword 
of juftice. The generous heart can dif- 
tinguifli betwixt the leader of a faction, 
and the mifguided multitude ; and can 
pity thofe who are deceived, while it or- 
dains vengeance to their deceiver. 

The proud and ambitious Abfalom 
thought it would be injuftice to mankind, 
if he fuffered the memory of his grandeur 

to 
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perUh. His three fons died in early 
Micy. That he might fupply the lofs, 

reared a {lately pillar in the king's 
e> and called it after his own name» 
perpetuate the honour of Abfalom. 
hold this curious pile converted into a 
nous heap, thrown down over his 
lefs body, the monument of his rebel- 
n> and of his ihame ! Hear this, ye 
n-glorious boafters, who leave no 
imorial behind you, but of ill-deferved 
jatnefs : who teach death itfelf the Ian- 
age of adulation, and who enumerate 
t pompous titles, which fhall be re- 
rdcd on your tombs ! The beft of 
is afFeftation is vanity ; the worft, is 
amy and dilhonour. While the me- 
ory of the juft is blefled — and if his 
imility refufe an epitaph, and retire to 

unnoticed grave, God himfelf Ihall 
ite his name upon the pillar of eter- 

Absalom 
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Absalom is dead — who fha 
to his father ? The bufy Al 
fcrshim&lf to be the mt&ngt 
not be difluaded. Jpab kn 
too well, to employ a friend 
ei:raod. An Ethiopian fervar 
ta bear this meflagej than the 
pdeft. Ahimaaz, though he 
the arrival of Cufhi, tells only 
tory : artfully fupprcffing tho 
come tidings, which fliould f 
ten's heart with unutterable anj 

David enquires not, " '. 
'< the hoft ?'' but, " How 
*' young nian Ablaloni ?" ] 
and faithful meflenger, Cuf 
honed: indnuation, reveals 
truth — " The enemies of my 
** thofe that feek his life, I 
*' young man is !" 

How is the good king thu 
with the word of his fervant i 
he bereaved of all comfort, a 
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Wofcxiftencc? " O my fon Abfa- 

*' IcMB, my fon, my fon Abi'alom, would 

:" God I had died for thee, O Abfalom, 

"my fon, my fon!" What do we 

f* iear ? that he whofe life was efteemed 

bf his people as of more value than ten 

thoufand of theirs, fhould be exchanged 

fcraninceftuous traitor? that he fhould 

ty down his life for a parricide, and a 

murderer^ ? But what (hall we fay to 

thy love, O Saviour ? Thou haft faid to 

% rebellious children, " I am the good 

** Shepherd — ^the good Ihepherd giveth 

"his life for the fheep — No man taketh 

"it from me, but I lay it down of my- 

" felf." O love, infinite, incomprehenfible, 

thereat the angels of heaven are amazed, 

thereat thy faints are filled with tranf- 

ports of gratitude ! For fcarcely for a 

righteous • man will one die — ^yct perad- 

Venture for a good man feme will even 

dare to die — but God commendeth his 

love to us, in that, while we were yet 

finners. 
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finners^ Christ died for us. He hath' 
faid, ** Deliver them from going down 
** to the pit — I have found a ranfom/' 
BlefTed are the people, O Lord, that 
know the joyful found — ^they fhall hear, 
and delight in thy falvation for ever and 
ever. 
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SOLOMON- 

AT length the hour approaches^ 
which muft put a period to the life and 
ferrows of David, And will not the 
towering ambition of Adonijah wait till 
the throne is vacant, before he fets up 
his prelumptuous clainn? Too nearly 
rcfembling Abfalom in pride and often- 
[; tation, he nifties eagerly into the crinKSi 
intothe misfortunes ofhis brother. He too 
** prepares chariots and horfcmen, and fifty 
[• men to run before him." Abfalom and 
Adonijah were the darlings of their fa- 
ther; from their childhood they had 
known no rebuke, no contradiction. 
How rarely does this undue partiality 
Vol. II. F terminate 
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terminate in joy! Abfalom fought tl 
life of David — Adonijah now grafps 
his crown* 

The government of Ifracl was as y 
in the immediate appointment of Go 
He had chofen David as the fucccfl 
of Saul — He had fixed on Solomon 
fupply the place of David. From tt 
time, till the extinction of the royal a 
thority in Judah, the fceptre pafl^ 
uninterrupted order from the father 
his firft-born fon. 

Meanwhile Adonijah wants f 
friends to fupport his ufurpation. Al 
atha; the prieft, and Joab the captain 
the h:ft, the once faithful adherents 
David, aflift the alpiring prince ^ 
their prefence and counfels. They 1 
fhared the fortunes of their fovere: 
in all his former calamities — they r 
behold him on the bed of age and da 
and they pay their homage to the rii 
fuflu The permanency of friendj 
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as well as bappinefs^ cannot be afcer- 
tained by man^ till the laft moments of 
his life. When we can no longer reward 
or puniihy then will it appear who loved 
us ibr ourfelves^ and who aflbciated with 
us for their own advantage. 

The defignation of Solomon to the 
throne was made public by the voice of 
Heaven. Goo had ient him at his birth 
a mefl^e of honour and love — had pro- 
mifed him the privilege of building a 
temple to His glory, and, (in return 
for this pious fervice) the eftablifhment 
of his throne for ever. In vain, 
therefore, does Adonijah frame his 
conlpiracy — ^in vain does he fingleout 
his brother as the objefl: of indignity 
and negleft. In the decay of David's 
body, his intelleftual faculties were not 
impaired. " As the Lord liveth, who 
" hath redeemed my foul from all ad- 
" verfity, Solomon my fon fhall fit on 
" my throne this day." From the bed 

F 2 of 



69 SOLOMON^ 

ficknefs he fteers the government of 
rael with no unfteady hand. Inftaj 
he gives foil directions for the regal 
auguration of Solomon. Zadok 
pricft, and Nathan the prophet, ; 
Benaiah, a warriour of unfhaken fi 
lity, are commanded to take with th 
the royal giiard, to plac« Solomon uj 
his father's mule, to carry him dowi 
Hate to Gihon, to anoint him with 
holy oil of the tabernacle, to found 
trumpets, and proclaim him in the ftre 
to bring him back with triumph i 
magnificence to the court, and to 
him on the royal throne with all the c 
ceremonies of coronation. 

How pleafing was this command 
them, who in Solomon's glory faw th 
own fecurity ! Benaiah applauds it 
and, not fearing a father's envy, in I 
vid's prefehce wiflies that the throne 
Solomon may be exalted above that 

David The people are raviflied w 

» 
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joy at this hopeful fucceffion, and rend 
the earth, and fill the heaven, with the 
noifc of their mufic and fhouting. " God 
5* fkvc the king — ^Long live the king — 
** Let the king live for ever l" 

The feaft of Adonijah, which began 
in prcfumption> terminates in horrour* 
The ears of the guefts are fuddenly 
pierced with the found of thofe trumpets, 
which at once proclaim the triumph of 
Solomon, and their own confufion. 
Aftonifhment, and fearful expeftation 
of vengeance fills their fouls : and when 
Ac fon of Abiathar brings more certain 
intelligence of their difappointment, 
every heart is cold — every face pale— 
terrour gives wings to their feet. How 
fuddenly is this daring troop difperfed ! 
Adonijah, their afpiring prince, flies to 
the horns of the altar — ^as diftrufting all 
hopes of life, fave thofe which he relied 
on the fandtity of the place, and the mercy 
^f hi^tfisioerous rival. 

F 3 Now 
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Now David beholds a.wordi^ 

of his love in peaceful poflfeifioi 

throne of Ifrael— ^now does he 

him to keep the commandments 

to take heed to the ftatutes, and 

the ways of the Almighty. Th 

prophet exhorts the youthful mo] 

exemplary holinefs — ^he admonif 

to pay due allegiance to the ! 

kings — he gives him the weight} 

of building the houfc of God— 

before the eyes of his fon the mc 

pattern of that facred work> the 

which belongs to Davidy no lefs 

Solomon. David bellows the g 

filver for this holy ufe — an, 

thoufand talents of gold — ten 

much filver — ^brals and iron be 

weight. David excites the princes 

to give their affiftance* — takes i 

their bountiful offerings — numi 

Levites, and fets them their r< 

talks. Even the fingers and n 
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art api^ointed to their office by the 
/weetpfalmiil oflfraeL And when all 
things are in their dcfired order, and due 
ftate of preparation, he blefles SolontKm 
and his people, and fleeps with his fa- 
thers,. O happy foul^ how quiet poflef- 
fion haft thou tdcen, after fo many tu- 
mults, of a better crown ! Thou, who 
didft prepare all things for the houfe of 
thy God, how art thou welcomed to 
that mpre glorious tabernacle, an houfc 
not made with hands, eternal in the hea- 
vens ! 

Again is Solomon crowned the fb- 
vcreign of Ifrael — now in his own 
right, as formerly in his father's, he 
fits upon the feat of David. He loves 
Ae Lord., and is loved by Him in re- 
turn. . The wicked are taken away from 
before the king, and his throne is efta- 
bliftied in righteoufnefs. 

As yet the high places, on which 
ftood a variety of altars, were frequented 

F 4 both 
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both by the people> and the king, 
fore he builds the temple at Jerufai 
Solomon goes up to Gibeon. Tl 
was the allowed altar of Jehovai 
there was , the tabernacle, though 
ark was In the city of David. ' 
young monarch, defiring to begin 
reign with God, offers on that alta 
lefs than a thoufand facrifices. 

How fwcet is the repofe of innoc( 
and piety ! The night cannot bui 
happy, if the day hath been holy, 
lemon lays him down to fleep ; and 
he fees Him who is invifible, andh 
the voice of a merciful God, ** Alk 
" what I fhall give thee." We cai 
be fo liberal to ourfelves as by our 
lations to the Author of all gc 
Though the cattle on a thoufand 1 
are his own, he gracioufly accepts 
freewill-offering of his fervant; 1 
art thou lefs bounteous, O God, to 
pooreft worfhipper under the gof 
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tban thou waft to the prince of Ifrael ? 
Tiou haft faid, *' Whatlbever ye 
^ Aall aik the Father in my name, I 
* wiD give unto you." Let thy merci- 
fcl ears be ever open to the prayer of 
thy fervants — and that they may obtain 
Aeir petitions, make them to afk fuch 
Aings as fhall pleafe thee ! 

There needs no time for delibera- 
tion-— the waking thoughts of Solomon 
^ad been intent on Wisdom. His heart 
Was fo fiUed with the love and admira- 
tion of that heavenly gift, that it fattened 
*t once on the grace it had longed for. 
*^ Give thy fervant an underftanding 
*' heart, to judge thy people." Had 
^ot Solomon been already diftinguiflied 
for wifdom, he would have been lefs 
fenfible of its value — ^he would not thus 
^ave preferred it in his defires — he would 
^othave efteemed it the pearl of greatcft 
'^alue in his diadem. *^ When I per- 
!* ccivcd that I could not otbcrwife ob- 
tain 
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" tain her, except God gave her mc, 
*' (and that was a point of wi0om alfo 
** to know whofe gift fhe was) I prayed 
" unto the Lord and beibught him, 
** and with my whole heart I faid^ O God 
** of my father Sy and Lord of mercy y givt 
«* me Wifdorn that ftttetb by thy throne.^^ 
Solomon well knew, that rojralty without 
wifdom would be only pre-eminence of 
infamy — ^that life itfelf would be tedious^, 
and power unprofitable* 

The king of Ifrael iawakes, and finds 
that his dream was divine and oracular^. 
Illumination is fhed over his heart — ^he 
feels that God hath given him a new^ 
foul. No wonder, that on his return 
from the tabernacle to the ark he tcfti- 
fies his joy and thankfulnefs by burnt-of- 
ferings, and pteace-ofFerings, and public 
feaftings. The heart which is filled Mrith 
a fenfe of the prefence and favour of 
God, betakes itfelf with eagcrnels to= 
thefe outward expreflions of gratitude,. 

« GOR 



^ God is the Lord who hath ihewed us 
^* light — bind the facrifice with cords, 
" even iinto the horns of the altar ! 
*' Thou art my God, and I will praife 
" thee — ^thou art my tJoo, and I will 
'' exalt diec/' 
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THE TEMPLE. 

FOUR years are fbon elapfed^ in 
preparations for the houie of God. So- 
lomon avsuls hiaifelf of the exquifite art 
of the Tyrians, of the zeal and ardour of 
his own people. Hiram procures him 
artificers in gold^ in filk^ in purple^ 
thirty thoufand liraelites in their courfes 
hew down the ftately cedars — ^while the 
humble Gibeonites, the objefts of Saul's 
furious and unhallowed zeal, (being in 
number an hundred and fifty thoufand) 
are employed in hewing ftones, and 
bearing burthens. None are fo mean, 
but they may be ufeful in their callings — 
even lefs honourable fcrvices are equally 

neccfTary. 



THE TEMPLE. 77 

neceiTary:. Let us but labour with ho- 
aeft alacrity^ and Goo will acc^t our 
indu&yi and count it for fkilL 

The temple is framed inLebanon^ 
and iiet up in Sion. Neither hammers 
nor axes are heard in this holy ftrufhire, 
There was nothing but noife in Leba- 
non — ^nothing in Sion but filence and 
peace. Whatever tumults are abroad, 
all ihould be quietnefs and iweet con-^ 
cord in the Church. O God, why do 
we fufFer fchifm and furious contention 
to be heard within thy ianftuary ? Lord, 
knit the hearts of thy fervants together 
in the unity of the Spirit, and the bond 
of peace — that we may mind and Ipeak 
Ae fame things — that thou, who art the 
^OD of peace, mayft take pleafure to 
^^ell in our fouls! 

Now is the foundation laid, and the 
^^Is are rifing of that glorious fabric, 
^^ich all nations have admired, and all 
^S^s celebrated. Evca thofe piles, 

which 
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which were laid oa the bafe of tht bu 
ing, were not rugged and rude, 
hewn and coftly — the part which Bes 
vered with earth was no kfs care! 
wrought) than thofe which are n 
confpicuous. God hath deKght in 
hidden value of his ^nritual ten 
How many noble graces of his fer^ 
have been buried in obfcurity ; ) 
kfted, or forgotten by men, but he 
their due eftimation in the figh 
Goo! 

The matter of thi* fplendid fi 

vies with its proportion. Nothing 

white marble is feen without, not 

but gold and cedar within. Upor 

hill of Sion ftands that fnowy fa 

which both invites and dazzles the 

of the paflenger afar off. God ac 

of nothing that is not pure and e: 

fite — His Church confifts of none 

the faithful — He dwelleth only ii 

heart which is devoted to his fear. 
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Thi fafflnm of the temple corre- 

^tponded with that of the tabernacle ift 

^l=me wiidernefs — both were conftrufted 

^3 nder the fame heavenly dire&ions, the 

fa.ine myftery was fhadowed out in bodi. 

^^"ut the one was framed in the ftate of 

Iliaers wanderings^ the other in the 

l^a^d of promife— -the one was fitted for 

^^riotion, the <Aher for reft — ^the one de- 

^^otcd the good will of a multitude, the 

^>ther the munificence of a king. 

But why do we faften our eyes on 
''^'^ood, and ftone, and metals? God 
^^as no pleallire in thefe for their own 
^^ke, but for their ipiritual fignification* 
^\JVherever He is, there is his temple, 
■^ God, thou vouchfafeft to dwell in the 
Vwmble and contrite bofom — while we 
Viave our being in thee, thou haft thine 
^bode in us. The Heaven of heavens is 
not able to contain thee, but thou doft 
not delpife the hallowed manfion of a re- 
generate fouL In the heart of thy faith- 
ful 
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ful fervants^ in the Church of thy faint::^ 
on earthy in the throne of thy cclcftia 
glory, thou art prefent^ and abided fotr^ 
ever. All thcfc were typified by thy taa — 
terial temple — ^it had its porch, its fanc- 
tuary, its Holy of Holies. Yet what is 
the value of this allemblage of gold and 
marble, in comparifon with the living 
temple of the Holy Ghoft, which is our 
body ? What is the temple of this 
body of ours, to the temple of Christ's 
body, which is his Church ? And what 
is the temple of God's Church on earth, 
to that which triumphs glorioufly in 
heaven ? 

Lo, in the outward porch, we fee an 
image of the Chriftian foul, entering in- 
to the fociety of the Church — ^in the holy- 
place, the communion of the true vifible 
Church on earth, felefted from the 
world — in the Holy of Holies, where- 
into the High Prieft entered once a-year, 
the glorious heaven, into which our true 

High 
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%h Prieft, Christ Jesus, entered 
once for all, to make atonejuent betwixt 
God and man. 

h all thefc there is the moft perfedl 
correipondence, in proportion, in mat- 
ter) in fituation. 

How exquifite ^Jymmetry haft thou 
ordamed, O God, betwixt the faithful 
hem, and thy Church on earth, with 
that in Heaven! In the devout foul, 
there is no unmeafurable height of pride, 
no undue deficiency of virtue — in the 
militant Church, a neceffary inequality, 
without difproportion : its government, 
its extent, its jurifdiftion, all in perfedt 
harmony with each other— in the Church 
triumphant, eternity, pcrfe6lion, and in- 
comprehenfible glory. 

With relpedt to the materials, all 
were moft excellent. The wood was 
precious, fweet, lafting— the ftone, beau- 
tiful, coftly, infenfible of age — ^the gold, 
pure and glittering. So perfed are the 
Vol. 1 1. G graces 
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graces of the children of God— lb pcr- 
fe£t are the ordinances of his Church — b 
per&ftis the felicity of his glorified faints. 

Ivjluafion, we find one court of the 
temple open even to the uncircumciied 
and unclean — ^another> referved for the 
children of Ifj-ael-— a third, inacceflible 
but to the tribe of Levi. Tl^e was the 
altar for facrifice — ^there was the fea of 
brafs for purification. While in the co- 
vered rooms of the temple, one part 
was appropriated to theLevites — another 
yet more holy, to the priefts— the holieft 
of all, to the chofen defcendant and re* 
prefentative of Aaron. 

If from the walls we look to the fur-* 
niture, ftill every thing is typical and fi- 
gurative. What is the altar> whereon our 
facrifices of prayer and praife are oflFered 
to the Almighty, but a devout and con- 
trite foul ? What the golden candlefticks, 
but the underftanding illuminated by 
grace, wherein the light of the knowlege 

of 
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GoD^ and of his divine will> (hines for 
cwr? Na7, if we prefume fo far as to 
filter into the Holy of holies, even there, 
O GoDj do we find our unworthy hearts 
io honoured by thee, that they are made 
as the very ark where thy royal law and 
^^hint heavenly manna arc preferved for 
ever : there do we behold that merqr- 
. fca^ from whence, fhaded by the wings 
of thcglorious Cherubim, thou giveft the 
teflimony of thy good Spirit, witneffing 
I ^ithours, that we are the children of 
Goo. 

Behold, if Solomon built a temple 
^to thee, thou haft built a temple to 
tiiyfelf in us. We are not only, by thy 
grace, parts of thy fpiritual building, 
but arc ourfelves living temples in thy 
Sioiu O do thou ever dwell in this 
tiune houfe, and there let us ever fervc 
Ace ! Wherefore haft thou a temple, 
b^t that thou mayft be prefent with us, 
^ that we may (hew forth thy praife ? 

G 2 Once 
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Once did thine ark refide, with thy 
pie, in tents, ever changing, and 
moving from place to place — ^then ( 
thou fojourn in Shiloh — aftcrwj 
thou didft condefcend to take up t 
abode amongft men, and to dwell in t 
own houfe at thy Jerufalem. So < 
thou at the beginning hold converfe 
the patriarchs — fo didft thou foji 
with Ifrael under the law — but now 
der the gofpel dilpenfation thou 
make a conjlant refidence in the h< 
of thjy grateful children. From th< 
thou wilt depart no more — they (ha 
feparated from the world — they (ha 
feparated from themfelves — but 
fhall feparate them from the love 
from the prefence of Christ? 

Great was the glory of the firft t 
pie — ^greater ftill that of the fee 
Though unequal to the former in 
ward circumftances of fplendour, 
i3nnging iri of a better hope caufed 



THE TEMPLE. 8^ 

'nifliftration of rightcoufnefs to exceed in 
glojy. " Yet once — it is a little while— 
" and I will fhake all nations — and the 
" DESIRE of all nations fhall come — 
" and in this place will I give peace — 
'^ and I will fill this houfe with glory," 
faiththeLoRDofhofts. 

Wheresoever thou art, O God, 
thou art worthy of adoration. Since thou 
^It not difdain to dwell in us, be thou 
^^er worfhipped in us. From the altars 
^f our hearts let the incenfe of holy me- 
ditation, of fervent prayer, of chearful 
Aankfgiving, afcend, and find accept-, 
^^ce. Let the pure lights of faith and 
godly converfation fhine before thee 
^nd before men, and never be extin- 
Suiflied. Let our fouls be refrefhed and 
ftrengthened by the bread of life — let us 
^I'cafure up thy facred laws, and the un- 
^ding promifes of thy gofpel. Speak 
^Hou comfortably to us from thy inercy- 
^at, thou that art die propitiation for 

G 3 our 
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our (ins. Suffer nothing to enter in 
is unclean. SanftUy us to thyiel^ 
be thou ever (anftified in us ! 



E <7 ] 



WiW 



THE QUEEN OF SHEBA. 

HE great lights of heaven arc hot 
ided for obfcurity. The fame of 
mon's wifdom is difFufed throughout 
ivorld — all nations arc full of admi- 
m and praife. Even fo, O thou 
lafting King of peace, thy name is 
t among the heathen- — thy found is 
; out into all the earth, . and thy 
Is unto the ends of the world. Thou 
light to lighten the Gentiles, as well . 
ic glory of thy people Ifrael. 
doubt, xnany from all coafts came 
shold this prodigy of wifdom. A- 
g the reft a fovereign princefs, hcr- 
iiftinguiftxed by a variety of endow- 

G 4. racnts, ' 
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mcnts, travek from the far-diftant fi 
of her dominion to Jerufalem, that 1 
may hear, and learn, and wonder. W 
ny are known to crofs the feas from n: 
ti ves of curtoftty — fomc few philofophi 
have travelled far in purfuit of fcience 
merchants repair to foreign climates 
wealth — and princes fend their ambal 
dors to other regions on their affairs 
ft ate — but that a rich, and great qu( 
fhould travel from the remote Sheba 
hear the Wisdom of Solomon, and be 
ftrufted in the doftrines ofhis religior 
an occurrence unexampled in the hift 
of mankind. Why fhould we then th 
any labour too great, any difficulties 
formidable, to hear one greater than 
lomon ? How juftlyfhall the queei 
the fourh rife up in judgment with 
generation, and condemn us,, who, w 
V/ifdom crieth in the ftreets, do not, 
not, regard the heavenly voice ? 
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Dissatisfied with the learning, and 
probably difgufted with the worfhip, of 
her own country, fhe betakes hcrfelf to 
the oracles of God. It is good, that in 
niatters of fuch confequence we fhould 
examine for ourfelves ; and happy are we, 
when we obtain the fatisfaftion we de- 
fire. The mind, which takes all upon 
truft, will DC deftitute of knowlege — the 
niind, which is always perplexed with 
doubts, will know nothing as it ought. 
A proper fpirit of enquiry animates us 
^ the purftiit of truth — conviftion eftab- 
^iflies us in the truth, when we have 
found it. It were mifery and difquiet 
^0 doubt, did we not look forward to 
tiiat period, when all doubt fhall be re- 
moved. Thoughts of this nature muft 
'^ot dwell too long upon the foul. They 
J^ay be ufeful as paflengers — they are 
dangerous as inmates. Happy are we, 
if we can find a Solomon to remove them. 
Now we know in part 5 but a time fhall 

come. 
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come, when that which is m pai 
be done away^ and all fhall be per 
of knowlege and of glory. 

ipAMEy in its variety of rumour 
frequently exaggerates,. The wife p 
will not truft to this precarious infi 
whole narratives are often either ( 
ful, or fabulous, and (like wii 
ftreams) increafe in their progre; 
great things ^d not been fpoken 
lomon, report had wronged him- 
fads were but juftly related, the 
muft fill the minds of the hearer 
aftonifliment. The queen of 
comes in perfon to examine int 
truth of thefe wonders. She kne 
wifdom was more precious than ru 
that its merchandize was better th; 
merchandize of filver, and the 
thereof than fine gold. Alas, ho^ 
gerous is it, in the moft important 
concerns, to truft implicitly to th 
nions of others ! Thofe rational 
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6c$ «t jniiappliedy/which are notde- 

^'Oted by their poflfeflbra to the intereilB 

<>f /tligtooj and the benefit of their own 

Should we come to a rich treafure^. 
^^ fhould need no injun£Hon to avail 
^^xirfehres^ as much as poflible>, of the 
5^nefit. The royal profelyte, who had 
een deterred by no difEcuities in the 
urfuit of knowkgc,. when at lad Ihe ia. 
-^^jrived'at Jenifalcm^ will not forego her 
wn advantage. She Hates all her doubts 
diis great nutfter of wifdom^ and re- 
inftruftioa while he refolvcs them*^ 
let us not negledi: the opportunities af- 
brded us of furnilhing, our fouls with 
^rofitable^, with faving knowlege ! Of 
^what ufe is it, that He who taught So- 
lomon condefcends to be our teaclicr, if> 
fitting, at the feet of Christ, we leave 
our hearts either in ignorance or per- 
plexity ? 

The 
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The queen of Sheba came with 
magnificent train^ inth camels lac 
with gold, and jewels, and rich odoi 
Though fhe fought the prefence of a r 
and mighty king, fhe will not be fysit 
of her oblations. She came in fearcfa 
an invaluable treafure, and flie will ; 
withhold the juft tokens of her gratitu 
Wifdom crieth aloud, " Draw near \ 
tome, ye unlearned, and dwell in 
houfe of learning. Wherefore are 
flow to put your neck under the yo 
that your foul may receive inftrudtic 
Get learning with a great fum of nnon 
and ye fhall obtain a good pofleili 
Then fhall your fouls rejoice in 
mercy of God, and ye fhall ever fh 
forth his praife." 

Expectation is a kind enemy to n 
rit — if we look beyond an objedt, 
efcapes ^ur accurate view. Many woi 
have been admired, if they had j 
been too loudly proclaimed by the vo 
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rffamc — ^many, upon enquiry, fall as 
much below their real ftandard of excel- 
lence, as our imaginations had raifed, 
thcnii above it. This difadvantage had 
Solomon with his royal guefl-. Rumour 
bade her look for incredible excellence — 
yet fo wonderful were the perfeftions of 
Solomon, that they overcame the high- 
eft expeftation, and the mod liberal be- 
lief. When {he beheld his royal build- 
i*^, the magnificence of bis kingdom, 
the folemnities of his religion, his ftately 
afcent into the houfe of theLoRD, (he 
confefled her own incredulity, and the 
^^adequacy of thofe very reports, which 
^e had condemned as fabulous. ^* I be- 
lieved not the words, till I came, and 
tnine eyes had feen it — and lo, the 
Tialf was not told me !" How fhould 
^^r fouls be filled with wonder at thee, 
^ thou Son of David, who didft not re- 
^^ive the Spirit by meafure ? who haft 
*^amed this glorious temple of the uni- 

verfe. 
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verfe^ and the ftill greater Ipkndours 
thy celeftial palace i whoie infinste pro-— ^ 
vidence ordereth all things in heaven ancK- 
earth i who, when thou didft alcend u^ 
on highy didfb lead captivity captive 
and gaveft fuch gifts unto men ? 

The wife princefs can now form ajuft: 
eftimate c^ the mercy of Goo, in be* 
ftowing fuch a monarch on lus favoured 
people. She pronounces them bleiOEed, 
on whom that light ihineth, which was 
lent from Heaven to benefit mankind. 
" Happy are thy fcrvants who Aandcon^ 
'* tinually before thee, and hear thy wif- 
^^ dom." She held this privilege more 
valuable, than any gift which the world 
had to offer — more precious than earthly 
thrones and fceptres. How fhould we, 
who hear the words of Goo, and live 
under the found of the glorious gofpel, 
how (hould we look on ourfelves as the 
happieft of mankind! — How ihould 
every worldly advantage and delight be 

cfteemed 
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cfteemed as Ids than nothing, in compa* 
niba with diftindions like thcfe ! 

Tai experience of the queen had 
taught her how happy is that people 
wIk^ rulers delist in wifdom and in 
virtve. She magnifies the God of If- 
ncl-*ihe blefles Solomon — (he congra* 
tulates his fubje£b. '' Blefied be the 
^ LoED thy God, which delighteth in 
^ thee, to fet thee on the throne of If- 
^ rael fiecaufe the Lord loved Ifrael 
" for ever, therefore made he thee king, 
^ to do judgment and juftice." The 
glor^ of Solomon was equalled by the 
happinefs of IfraeL There is no earthly 
proof of God's love to any nation, com- 
parable to that of his del^ating his au- 
thority to wife and pious rulers. They 
are the minifters of God to us for good — 
^n their time fhall the righteous flourilh, 
By their means we receive peace, and 
fccurity^ and, what is ftill dearer, the 
comfort of our louls, the public profeC- 

fioo 
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fion of our holy religion. But, 
how haft thou loved thychofci 
the Church, in fetting over 
righteous Branch of Jeffe, whole 
Wonderful, Counfellor, the migh 
the cverlafting Father, the P 
Peace ? In his days Judah fhall I 
and Ifrael fhall dwell fafely, an( 
his name whereby he (hall b< 

THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, 

O heaven, and rejoice, O eartl 
forth into finging, O mountains 
Lord hath comforted his peo 
will have everlafting mercy upo; 
ritagel 

Rich and magnificent as ; 
was before, the queen of Sheba ; 
to his wealth. An hundred anc 
talents of pure gold, with preci 
els and coftly odours, are fent I 
, the royal treafury. Was not th 
of that homage, which thou flic 
ceive, O blefled Jesus, from t 
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^Prl • ^^ ^^^^ ^ " ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ Tarfliifh 
*^ ^ and of the ifles ihall bring prefents — 

'^^ J " Ac kings of Sheba and Seba ftiall of- 

^'1 ** fcr gifts — yea, all kings fhall fall down 

ii ** before him— all nations Ihall ferve 



^^cew n 



him." 

Solomon requites thefe prefents with 
^c munificence of a patron, with the ge- 
^ofity of a prince. We cannot but be 
8^crs by whatever we prefent unto 
^ec, O God of wifdom and peace. 
* each us to leave the reniote regions of 
^fidelity and worldly thoughts, that we 
'^ay learn of thee, who giveft to all men 
^l>crally, and upbraidell not ! Then 
^all our faithful hearts, our fincere (tho' 
''^perfed) fervices, find acceptance in 
*^y fight — then fhall we be rewarded with 
P^cfent comfort, and with the joyful an- 
ipation of eternal glory. 
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JEROBOAM. 

THE fucceffor of David now fl 
in the tomb— his wifdom> his infirmL 
ties^ his (in> and his repentance no long^ 
awaken the forrow or the admiration o^ 
mankind* Rehoboam^ his fon> 
no rival J he goes up to Shechem t 
take undifturbed pofTeflion of the vacan 
throne. Thither aflcmblcd the tribes o 
Ifraeli and at their head the proud an 
factious Jeroboam. 

"Thy father made our yoke gricv— 
" ous — make thou it lighter, and we- 
" will ferve thee." How much danger 
lurked under this fpecious requeft ! Is it 
the promife of allegiance^ or the threat 

or 
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flfledidon? Is it the voice of humility 
or of treafon ? How artfully does the 
parricide hold the olive-branch over his 
fword ! If Rdioboam refufes to gratify 
the people^ he endangers his kingdom. 
[. If he yields, he throws difgrace on the 
nicmory of his &ther. 

The fuggeflion itfelf, was/2i^, as well 
MundutifiiL The warlike reigns of 
Saul and David had given unavoidable 
caufe for complaint. All was calm 
^cn Solomon held the fceptre -, the tri-. 
l^uces o{ foreign nations enriched his trea- 
fijry— .his temples and palaces were 
reared by /^rrf^ labour : while the tafks 
of Ifrael were eafy and ingenuous — ^as 
free from ferviHty, as fix>m pain. In his 
^ign, Judah and Ifrael were many as 
Ae fand on the fea-ftiore, rejoicing each 
^^ under his vine and under his fig- 
^c. In his reign, filver was in Jeru- 
salem as ftones, and cedars as fycamore 
^cs in the vale for abundance. Did 

H 2 this 
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this univcrfal plenty and profperitj 
dicate oppreflive exaftions? But 
and grovelling fouls delight in a 
cenfures on departed virtue. Th 
nefits of Solomon's reign are pafled 
in filence — ^imaginary grievances ar< 
fcanted on with clamour. Who 
hope, that his merit or his grea 
Ihall altogether exempt him fronn 
loquy, when the name of Solom* 
thus traduced in the very prefencc o: 
fon ? 

The ancient counfellors of the 
ceafed monarch had learnt of 
mafter, that ^* a foft anfwer tur 
away wrath." Wifely, therefore, 
they entreat Rehoboam to fpeak § 
words unto the people, and attach t 
to him for ever. It is no hard (Gondii 
by meeknefs and condefcenfion to 1 
the hearts and fecure the allegiance 
mighty nation. Had this fage ad 
been adopted, the fon of Nebat m 

I 
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iave fled again into Egjrpt— rcbdlion 
vvould have found an unfruitful foil in 
I/rael. 

Ao£ brings with it experience, and 
ripens wifdonn— youth is too often rafh, 
lieadflxong, leduced by paflion, the foe 
to reafon. Many a kingdom, many a 
life, many a foul has been loft by evil 
counfellors: fuch were thofe, whom 
Rehoboam preferred to the grey-headed 
fervants of his father. He now hears, 
how unfit it is for majcfty to Ilibmit to 
any terms and ftipulations— ^how requi- 
site it is to deal harihly with this pre- 
sumption, and to crufh the yet unformed 
nnifchief e'er it break oiit into rebellion. 
They bid him fpeak the language of 
*^aughty and indignant pride. He glo- 
^'ics in the falfcly-alleged tyranny of 
Solomon — *^ My father made your yoke 
Ixeavy — I will add to your yoke — my 
father chaftifed you with whips — I 
Vrill chaftife you with fcorpions." 

H 3 O SENSE- 
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O SEK9ELB8S people^ and infatxiated 
prince! Had they complained that in 
the latter days of Solomon religion had 
been corrupted, had they befought their 
new king to begin his reign with GoD^ 
to demoUfti the idols, to purify the tern* 
pie, to reftore devotion to its original 
limplicity, fuch requeib as thefe would 
have done honour to their national cha* 
rafl:er-»-now they feek for nothing but 
the gratification of their avarice; and 
their king, regardlefs of their reforma- 
tion, has nothing in view but imperious 
fovereignty. Let him but accomplifli 
this point, his people may be profiigate^ 
or miferablc — it is a matter of indifir* 
rence to himfelf ! 

Now that flame burfl:s out at once, 
which was never more to be extinguifhed. 
The furious multitude, grown defperatc 
by thefe denunciations of rigour, ex- 
claim with one voice, *' What portion 

^^ have 
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'' have wc in David ? Ta yoiir tents, 
''Olfraeir 

The fon of Ncbat has now the crown 
i»c was fo folicitous to obtain. The 
^s of Judah and Benjamin alone 
adhere to the defcendant of David. The 
example of a general rebellion will not 
niake them unfaithful to their mifguided 
fovcreign — ^their fwords are ready to be 
drawn in his defence — they breathe no- 
ting but vengeance and war — when 
fijddenly a meflage from God forbids 
the battle, and difmifles thefe mighty 
^rriiies. There was yet fome virtue in 
Rehoboam, in that he fubmitted to the 
win of Heaven, and held his peace, be- 
caufe the Lord had done it. With an 
hundred and fourfcore thoufand adhe- 
^<^nts, he dares not ftrive againft his 
^aker — at once he lays down his arms, 
*nd after fuch a prohibition, will not 
feeic even the recovery of his kingdom 
^y blood-lhcd. 

H 4 Mean- 
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Meanwhile his fuccefsful 
ments z/pirUual, as well as a 
feftion. He well knew the al 
tween treafon and idolatry — 
that they who feared God, v/ 
fail to honour the king. Thi 
fore, he reafons in his heart 
^^ true, that the ten tribes ha^ 
'' the fccptre in my hands — tl 
^' advancement may as fudc 
*^ dine — their return to their Ic 
*^ at once deprive me of my 
kingdom. If they go up t 
at Jerufalem, they will b< 
glorious temple, they will 
magnificent palace of Soloi 
remember their firft allegianc 
** the felicitations of their bre 
** admonitions of the pricfts, 
^f ings of their own hearts will 
^^ throw themfelvcs on the men 
*' lawful prince. I muft thei 
** vert them from Jerufalem 
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''glory is bafeJefs and unreal. With- 
out having recourfe to direft prohibit 
tion, which wiU but inflame their de- 
^es, I will propofe to them a more 
Compendious, more plaufible wor- 
' Aip, They ih.U have gods, and al- 
^rs, and priefts, and facrifices of 
their own." 
How eafily is the variable populace 
icduced by every blaft of vain doftrine, 
^J"ough the fleight of men, and cunning 
^^'"aftinefs wiiereby they lie in wait to de- 
^^ive ! No fooner are the idols of Jero- 
*H)am fet up, than all Ifrael falls pro- 
late in humble a loration — the new 
^^g ftands before his new altar, and 
^te cenfer is in his impious hand. 

At this moment a man of Gop comes 

^om Judah to denounce the indignation 

^f Heaven. When the king of 1 frael is 

3n the height of his ftate and fuperfti- 

lion, the courageous prophet fears not 

to interrupt the fervice with folemn ex-. 

clamations 
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clamations of judgment The meflenger 
of Jehovah fears neither the po^vcr, 
nor malice of the tyrant, whom he dared 
to reprove fo fharply in the midft of his 
pompous magnificence. He foretells 
the name of that defcendant of David, 
who fhould overthrow thefe altars, an- 
nul thefe ceremonies, and (recovering 
his own rights and thofe of his God) 
fhould overwhelm the rivals of both with 
demolition and ruin. 

And, left the remote event of the 
prediftion fhould leffen its credibility, a 
prefent demonftration evidences its fu- 
ture accompli fhment. The altar even 
now is rent in pieces — the afhes on it 
even now are fcattcred. With what 
amazement muft the feduced Ifraelites 
behold this miracle ! How muft they 
tremble at their apoftafy, when .tiiey fee 
the power of the God whom they had 
forfaken ? — whenthey fee him rending the 
altars of idolatry, and breaking them to 

pieces 
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pieces at the voice of his prophet ? Thu4 
Me of the beholders might poflibly be 
^iFefted: but Jeroboam, impatient of 
^rool^ rebellious againft God and man, 
iiiftcad of bowing the knee in humi- 
-Elation, ftretches out his hand for re- 
venge — « Lay hold on him." 

How eafily can the Almighty prove 

^O the profane and tyrannous, that 

'^herein they deal proudly, he is above 

^em ! The hand, ftretched out in rage, 

^ddenly dries up, and remains fenfelefs 

^nd immoveable. There (lands the king 

^f Ifrael, like feme antique ftatue, to 

'^Hich the fkill of the artift has given 

*Ooks and geftures of indignation, while 

^^felf is only lifelefs marble. Now are 

^^s threats converted into humble en- 

laties— -the prophet, fo late the obje<9: 

his wrath, muft now intercede with 

eaven for his reftoration. He might 

Jvaiily have been anfwered, " Thine in- 

^^ tendons to me were cruel — had thine 

" hand 
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** hand prevailed, / fliould have fued to 
*' thee in vain. Continue a fearful fpecr- 
" tacle of the vengeance of thy Maker I* 

But the fervant of God muft not ftrive ' 

he muft requite barbarity itfei* wit^^ 
meeknefs. The prophet makes inteJ^ 
ceflion for Jeroboam — ^he is heard, 
anlwered with fuccefs. 

And will not even thi-^ prevail on 
obdurate heart? Will not the king ^^ 
Ifrael now renounce his idolatry? W"i^ 
not he fay, " Lord, thou haft ftrick-^^^ 
** me in juftice — thou haft healed me -^'^ 
** mercy — I will provoke thee r"^ 
" more— this hand which th u haft n 
" ftored me (hall be confecrated to the( 
" in pulling down thefe bold abomina--^^ 
^ tions ?" Yet, alas, he perfifts in hi: 
impieties, and as if he had neither ex- 
perienced the goodnefs and fcverity ol 
God, lives and dies idolatrous. 

The wretehed heir to his crimes, as 
well as his throne, falls by aflkflina- 
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tion — ^his family is exterminated — his 
name remembered with horrour, and 
handed down with infamy to fucceeding 
generations. " Knoweft thou not this 
** of old, fince man was placed upon 
** the earth, that the triumphing of the 
*' wicked is fhort, and the joy of the 
'* hypocrite for a moment ? I went by, 
'* and lo, he was gone — I fought him, 
" but his place could no where be 
" foundl" 



XXXVII. 



[ "o ] 



XXXVII. 

ELIJAH AT SAREPTA. 

THE providence of God feems to 
have refervcd his moft illuftrious pro- 
phet, for an age of extreme depravity. 
The Searcher of hearts adapts his fer- 
vants to the work which he commiflions 
them to perform, and raifes himfelf 
up luch witnefles, as are beft able to 
evince their heavenly miflion. Mofes, 
gentle in fpirit, mighty in wonders, was 
fitted for the various events which befel 
him in his intercourfe both with Pha- 
raoh, and with the afHifted, and at the 
fame time rebellious, Ifraelites. The 
grave and holy Samuel flourifhed, when 
the people of God were quietly feated 
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in the land of promife — ^whilc the ardent 
zeal of Elijah was fuch as bed becanne 
that delperate ftate of declenlion^ into 
which the •* back-fliding Ifrael'* had 
fallen, when the crinnes of Jeroboam 
were loft and extinguifhed in thofe of 
Ahab. 

" As the Lord God of Hofts liveth, 
** before whom I ftand, there Ihall not 
be dew nor rain thefe years, but ac- 
cording to my word/' After many 
iblicitations, and warnings, Ifrael is 
fentenced by the tongue that had fo of- 
ten interceded with Heaven in its behalf. 
The courage of Elijah is equal to his 
power. He dares proclaim to the face 
of Ahab thofe judgments, to which the 
^kednefs of both king and people had 
^xpofcd them. No earthly power could 
^ formidable to one, who had fuch an 
JHtcrcft in heaven, that he could either 
fiiut it vrp, or open it, at pleafure. 
Thofe prayers, which could reftrain the 

clouds, 
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clouds^ could far more eafily a^ 
fword of pcrfecurion. 

The drought which had be 
nounced by Elijah occafions an 
diate famine. From the confec 
of this vifitatibn, , the prophet hii 
not exempted. The children c 
are often fuffered to participate 
temporal calamities of ofFenders. 
brook of Cherith fhall for a wh 
lieve the thirft of the man of ( 
and he, whofe virtues entided 
a welcome even in the courts of 
is fed by miracle in his retireme] 

At length the brook is dried u 
and the prophet is commanded 1 
elfewhere for fupport. '' Many ' 
** were in Ifrael in the days of 
** when the heaven was fhut uj 
" years and fix months — but unt 
*^ of them was Elijah fent— he r< 
" to Sarepta, a city of Zidon> 
** woman that was a widow/' 
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The prophet follows the direftions of 

iis God— die Sareptan, under the fame 

guidance, goes forth as it were to meet 

him. Emboldened by the charge he had 

leceived, Elijah no fooner beholds her, 

than he requefts fome fuftenancc for ex- 

hauftcd nature. " Fetch me a little 

^' water in a veffel, that I may drink — 

*' bring me, I pray thee, a morfel of 

* bread in thine hand." 

Even in a city of Zidon, the habit 
and demeanour of Elijah proclaims him 
to be a prophet of Jehovah. When 
^ery morfel was precious,, he fcruples 
^ot, in virtue of his charafter, to folicit 
immediate relief. The claim feems at 
•once to be acknowlqged— -but the per- 
son whom he addrefles is compelled to 
^ unwilling refufal. " As the Lord 
*' thy God liveth, I have nothing, fave 
** an handful of meal in a barrel, and a 
** litde oil in a crufe ; and, behold, I am 
gathering a few fticks, that I may go 
Vol. II. I "in 
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** in and drefs it for my Ion, that vc 
" may eat it and die/^ It was rime for 
the prophet to bring comfort to thcfc 
mourners. The miferable parent was 
now preparing her laft meat— after one 
wretched repaft, (he looked forward to 
a twofold death, in her own pcrfon, and 
that of her child. It is the glory d 
God to aflift us when we feem to be ut- 
terly forfaken — our deliverance is then 
mod welcome, as being leaft expefted. 
But what a trial is this of the faith ol 
a weak profelyte ? ** Fear not, do a! 
" thou haft faid — ^but bring me thcrco 
" fir ft, and afterwards make for the 
*^ and thy fon. For thus faith the Go 
'* oflfrael, "THe barrel of meal Jhdln 
" wafte, nor the criije of oil fatly until I 
^ day that the Lord fend rain upon / 
^* earths She muft part with herpr 
fent food, in expedlation of future, whi- 
was to be provided her by miracle — i. 
muft feed a ftranger, e'er flie attend 

hcrfi 
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icrfelf and her fon — fhe mull Ihorten her 
lifi^inhopes ofits protraftion. " Bold 
** Ifraclite,*' might fhe have faid, ^^ waft 

* thou even a friend, or brother, would 

* fuch a requeft befeem thee ? Had I 
*' fuperfluityof provifion, thou mighteft 
^ have Ihared it with me — now, that I 
^ have only one morfel for my child, 
** what can induce me to liften to an un- 
" known traveller ? Thou fayeft the 
^ meal fliall notwafte, northe crufeof oil 
*^ fail. At this moment let thy word come 
*' topafs. When thou haft exhaufted the 
" remainder of my ftore, in vain Ihall 
** I challenge the performance of thy 
*^ promife. If thou canft thus multiply 
*' food, why art thou in want of fufte- 
'' nance r 

But the pious Sareptan was taught 
^ God not to diftruft his prophet. 
Without one murmur or complaint, fhe 
obeys his commands, and hopes for the 
•^ccompliflimcnt of his prediction. " He 

I 2 ^' that 
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" that faveth his life, (hall lofe it^ ar 
*' he that lofeth his life for my fak 
" the fame Ihall favc it." Surely h 
faith was no lefs efficacious than d; 
prayers of Elijah, The mercy of Go 
crowns her liberality with an abundar 
reward. Who fhall fear to extend relic 
to the neceffitous, when the Father c 
Heaven has declared, that he will hole 
in everlafl ing remembrance the Chrift 
ian's work, and labour that proceedetho 
love ? 

The barrel of meal waftes not, th< 
crufe of oil doth not fail. With wha 
thankful devotion muft the Sareptai 
have partaken of that food, which th 
providence of God bellowed in fofu 
pernatural a manner! How welcome 
gueft was Elijah, who was thus the it^ 
nifter of God to her for g ;od ! ?J 
longer apprehenfive of famine, fhe no 
Jooks on her fon with all thofe exquifi 
.feelings of hope, and love^ and raptuT 

whic 
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which none but parents can conceive — 
which not even parents can exprefs ! 

Alas, at what moment can we pro- 
flounce ourfelves fecure from evil ? The 
youth, who had been thus refcued from 
femine, is fuddenly attacked by ficknefs. 
While her roof is yet honoured with the 
prefence of Elijah^ the Sareptan beholds 
the beloved of her heart, torn by the ir- 
fefiftible arm of death from her em^ 
braces^ 

How ready are we to miftake the 
grounds ©f our affliftion, and attribute 
shcm to iniaginary caufes ! The pafll- 
^nate mother imputes the death of her 
On to the prefence of Elijah. In the 
iiftraftion of her grief, fhe fpares not 
^cr beft benefadtor. " What have I 
^ to do with thee, O thou man of God ? 
^ Art thou come hither to call my fins 
^ to remembrance, and to flay my 

I 3 The 
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Thb prophet, inftead of chk&ig th' 
affli<5bed parent, humbly expoftulate 
with his God* Though he was fervcn 
in fpirit, hi& pity extingoiihes all ange 
at this unjuft acculation — ^it rather fcnrc 
to increafe the ardour of his appiicati(» 
to the Almighty. His only remedy : 
prayer. That which (hut heaven fror 
rain, feeks to open it for life. He pleac 
his intcreft with God — the diftrefs of th 
fufferer — her infupportable calamity, i 
being deprived of her Uft remainin 
comfort — and he, prefumes to urge th 
confequences which would befal himjel 
See what a return Elijah has.madcfc 
hofpitality — furely he muft be devoi 
either of power, or of gratitude !" 
Having thus made intercefllon wit 
his God, the prophet, in an extafy c 
fpirit, approaches the lifelefs remain 
Thrice does he ftretch himfeif upon tP 
bodv> as if he would tranfmlt into tl 
cliild a portion of his own exiftence- 

thri 
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thrice does he call on the Almighty 
to reftore the departed foul. The efFec- 
^al fervent prayer of the righteous, in all 
<^alcs of difEculty and danger, has re- 
^ouric to the divine omnipotence. What 
^an Elijah afk, that God (hall deny ? 
The Lord heard the voice of his fer- 
Vant — the foul of the child came into 
*^it\i again, and he revived. 

** Call upon me in the time of trou- 
** ble — fo will I hear thee, and thou 
^ fhalt praife me." With what delight 
^oth the man of Goo take the living 
child in his arms,, and prefent him to his 
mother, a glorious proof of the power, 
the mercy,, and the peculiar favour of 
Heaven ! 

Now,, when the aftoniflied parent 
grafps the warm hand of her fon — fees 
his eyes once more fixed on hers — be- 
holds life, health, and adivity in ever/ 
aftion, in every gefluie — now fhe ex- 
claims, *^' By this r know diat thou art. 

I 4 "a man 
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" a man of God, and that the ' 
" the Lord in thy mouth is 
Alas, had (he not before fufficic 
dencc of Elijah's divine comr 
Was not the barrel of meal,, was 
crufe of oil, demonftration ? T 
enlightened, foul may fomedmes i 
need of frefh fupplies of heavenl 
tance. Blefled be the mercy 
God, who provides help for ou 
mities, and condefcends, (as it 
our own terms) to increafe our fa 
work out our falvation^ 
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ELIJAH ON CARMEL. 

FOR more than three years was tBc 

^nd of Ifrael afHifted by drought and 

^nnine. Elijah, to whom the people 

^fcribe their mifery, is all this time the 

^t>je(St of their hatred and execrations. 

T*.hey abhor, not thofe fins which had 

^^erved God*s vengeance, but the 

^ghteous prophet, by whofe miniftry it 

^^^s infliSted. At length the voice of Hea- 

^^n calls the holy man from Sarepta, 

.^^ti fends him on his perilous embafly — 

Go, fliew thyfelf to Ahab,. and I will 

■fend rain upon the earth.'^ The king 

*^d people of Ifrael Ihall witnefs, that 

Got> 
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God performeth the word of his fervan" 
and approves his own veracity in theii 
The governor of Ahab> houfc 
faithful to Jehovah, while his mafter 
the flave of Baal : he had hazarded 
own life to preferve thofe prophets, wha 
Jezebel fought to deftroy. To hii 
therefore, while he is fent in fearch 
pafhire and fprings of water,. Elijah fej 
not to prefent himfelf, demanding 
interview with his mafter. 

Obadiah, who had proftrated hii 
feif to the earth on fight of the- proph^^^^ 
receives the mefiage with terrcur- 
fees nothing but danger and death, 
ther to himfelf, or to Elijah — to himfe 
if the objed of Ahab*s fury be refcuei 
to Elijah, if he encounter the tyranC^ 
indignation. 

But when the holy man confirn^^'^^ 
his purpofe with an oath, and declar*^^^ 
that he will iiirely behold the face ^^^ 
Ahab, Obadiah delays no longer., f" 

dout^^ 
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doubt the king was aftonifhed to hear 
that Elijah was coming to meet him, 
^c feared, though he hated, the pro- 
phet. He was aware that the man 
'^liom he had fo long and fo fruitlefsly 
*~^xight to deftroy, would not liek his 
P^efence, but under a fure guard, and 
^^^ith fome high commiflion. He knew 
^^at Elijah was invefted with no com- 
^"^on powers from above — that the mantle 
^^f the prophet was more honoured than 
*>is own royal purple. The withered 
^rm of Jeroboam is now in the eye of his 
*ancy. He dares not lift up his hand 
a^ainft the meffenger of Jehovah* 

But wnile he refrains from a6tuil 
violence, he forbears not to inveigh 
againft Elijah as the occafion of this ge- 
neral mifcry : '^ Art thou he that trou- 
** blerii Ifrael ?" The prophet had re- 
proved an adulterous generation — he 
had denounced the judgments of God 
t)n their difobedience — but the true caufc 

of 
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of their fufiering was their fin. Fooliflt 
mm are plagued for their off€nce^zt%^ 
bccaule of their wuktinefs. Moft ]v&X^ 
dicrefore does Elijah, in all the boldn^^ 
of coofcious innocence,, repel,, and reto^^^ 
die charge. " I have not troubled Ifra^' ^ 
^ but thou and thy fadier's houfe, 
^ diat ye have Ibrfaken the comman 
*• ments of the Lord." Standing aloa^^ 
amidft the tnun of Ahab^ he fhews hin^^ 
that no earthly g^ory can appall that ma^ 
who is blefled with revelations fronr^ 
God. He commands him^ as one hav' — 
ing au&ority, to gather together his ido^ — - 
latrous prophets to the top of Carmel 
he bids him convene an aflembly of th 
people. He fpcaks as if he were aboutr: 
to perform (bme amazing miracle in thcr 
fight of all ffraeL The heart of the ty- 
rant is overawed by fuperiour virtue — 
he trembles, and obeys. 

The tribes are met together^ Elijah 
reproves them, not merely for their ido- 
latry. 
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*^m ^tiy, but for their inconftancy;, and ir- 

W fefolution. ** How long halt ye be- 

W " twcen two opinions ? If the Lord 

f ^^'be God, follow him— but if Baal, 

^ then follow him!" Indifference, and 

'leutrality in reli^ous matters is of itfelf 

3. grievous crime — it is in fedt the worft 

^f all hcfftility againft God. 

Whether from guilt, or fear, or un- 
certainty, Ifrael is filent — and Elijah ad- 
^refles them once more. *' I only am a 
prophet of the Lord, while Baal*s 
prophets are four hundred and fifty 
men. Let us each prepare a facrifice— 
it heir devotion Ihall be combined, mine 
fingle — the God that anfwereth by 
fire, let him be God." The propo- 
fition is fair, and open, and incapable of 
cvafion. Ifrael cannot but approve it. 
The prophets of Baal dare not fignify 
^ifapprobation. The God who com- 
'luanded this trial, prepared confufion 

for 
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for the authors of idolatry^ and ttium] 
for his heavenly truth. 

Th£ prophets of Baal embrace 

condition in all the terrour of guildne 

They prepare the facrifice — they lay d 

vi6Hin on the wood — they' cry unto th< 

idol from morning vmtil noon^ ^ O 

^^ hear us !" They rend the Ikies wi 

- clamour — they leap upon the altar, 

if they would afcend to meet thofe fir^ 

which delayed to come down — mou 

Carmel echoes with their ibrieks — ^b 

the heaven is filent. Elijah himfelf fo 

gets his aufterity, and derides the'i 

mockery of devotion. *' Cry aloud- 

** for he is a god — either he is talkingT^ 

** or he is purfuing, or he is on a jour-^ 

" ney, or peradvehture he fleepeth, znd 

** muft be awakened." 

The idolaters renew their horrid 
cries — ^they feize in frantic rage on the 
inftruments of facrifice, and fhed their 
own blood upon their altar. How cruel, 

how 
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how tyrannous, is fupcrftition ! The true 
God abhors thofe felf-infliftcd tortures. 
He mils us rather to mortify our corrupt 
^ions — ^to fubdue our irregular defires— 
to worfhip Him in ipirit and in truth — - 
to prefent our bodies a living facri- 
fice, holy, acceptable to himfelf, which 
is our reafonable fervice. 

How gladly would the apoftate Ipirit, 
^ho once fell like lightning from heaven, 
Kavc now come down in that form on the 
^tar of his votaries ! But God forbids 
it All the powers of hell are unable to 
convey one Ipark of fire into the air. 
The evening draws on- — ^the hope of 
idolatry is turned into confufion. The 
prophets of Baal, difmayed at the ill fuc- 
cels of their fhrieks and wounds, and 
frantic gefticulations, maintain the con- 
tcft no longer — they fit down, over* 
whelmed with Ihame, and wearinef^ 
and anj^iih— -tormenting themfelves 

with 
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with their own defpair, and dreadin{ 
the fuccefs of their advcrfkiy. 

Now does the prophet of Jehovsh- 
call the people to witnefs his fincere pro- 
ceedings. He avails himfelf of the op- 
portunity of time and place — at the hotU 
of evening-facrifice, he rq>airs the alt^fc^ 
of God, which the degeneracy of Ifra^^l 
had fufFered to fall into ruin. O hol^T 
man, what means this labour? Wh^-^ 
need is there of thefe unfeafonable rer— 
parationsi Was there not an altar, wa^-^ 
there notafacrifice now ready? Did n 
the viftim which the worfhippcrs o 
Baal had prepared, await the defcent a 
that fire, which thy prayers fhould brinj 
down from heaven ? — It was thy juft de 
teftation of idolatry, which made the 
refufe to avail thyfelf of their profana- 
tions. The akar, which in -better times 
had been confecrated to thy God, is 
more dear to thee in its ruins, than all 
the pride and magnificence of pagan 
worfhip! Elijah 
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Elijah lays twelve ftones on this 
Uowed pilcj according to the number 

the tribes of Ifrael. Ten of thefc 
^re perverted to BaaL He regards 
t their prefent apoftafy — ^he has refpeft 
xo the ancient covenant^ made with 
e holy patriarchs — ^he would> if pofli- 
s, bring them back to their primitive 
nplicity of worfhip. He well knew, 
at the pad unworthinefs of Ifrael 
Duld not blot them out from the book 

remembrance, if they returned from 
eir delufions to the ways of truth. 

While thus he reminds his people of 
eir degeneracy, he bids them prepare 
trencli round his altar. He fends mef- 
igers to the fea*, which flowed at the 

* There is no doubt that this was the cafe. 
!ount Carmel is fituated near the Mediterranean 
^a, between Dora and Ptolemais. " Surely at 
Tabor is among the mountains, and as Carmel by 
the sEAy fo (ball he come." Jeremiah xlvi, i8. 
lesdfo I. Kings xviii. 43^ 44. 

Vol. II. K foot 
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foot of Carmel, andcomman 
fill the trench with water— ^tc 
the facrifice, and on the wood, 
all Ifrael are full of anxious e 
and wait the event in foler 
And now, when God's appo 
of the evening facrifice was cc 
reverently approaches his 2 
lookingup to Heaven, thusac 
Almighty : '* Lord Gob of 
Ifaac, and Jacob, let it 
this day. that thou art Go 
" and that I am thy fervant, 
" have done all thefe thin 
" word. Hear me, O Lord, 
** that this people may knov 
*' art the Lord God, and tha 
^^ turned their hearts back ag 
The invocations of the ido 
tedious — thofeofElijahwere ft: 
fedhial. He committed to God 
of his divine truth, his co\ 
glory. Behold, the prayer of fi 
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the heavens, and irrefiftibly afcends to 
the throne of grace. Ifrael ftiall fee that 
the God whom they had forfaken doth 
;iot flumber nor fleep. In an inftant 
the fire defcends from heaven — confumes 
the facrifice, the wood, the ftones, the 
duft, and licks up the water that was in 
the trench. With what terrour muft an 
idolatrous king and people have beheld 
this amazing fpedtacle ! How muft they 
have trembled, left thofe devouring 
flames Ihould light on their guilty heads, 
as well as on the facrifice of Elijah ! How 
ever they might rejedt the mercy of their 
Creator, they could not but confefs 
and adore his power. When all the 
people faw it, they fell on their faces 
andfaid, " The Lord, He is the God— 
" the Lord, He is the God. 
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NABOTH. 

THE irineyard of Naboth was 
^(djoining to the palace of Jezebel — ^! 
pier would he have lived, if it had 
fituated in the wilderncfs. How < 
is wealth a fnare both to the foul, ar 
the life ! The poffeffions of this Je 
elite are a perpetual caufe of jealoufy 
envy to Ahab, and to the inhuman ] 
ner of his throne. The vicinity of 
both's vmeyard makes it an objeft; 
which an evil eye fails not to reft, 
awakens thofe covetous defircs, w 
can neither admit of iatisfadion, 
brook controul. 
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Twice had die king of Ifracl been 
i^'iSorious orer the Syrians — ^he returns 
^ome, to bcopprefled and vanquiflied by 
Jic wayward defire of his neighbour's 
nheritance. In vain fliall Ahab boaft 
>f fubduing a foreign enemy, while a 
iomeftic foe remains triumphant within 
liis own breaft. 

Th« propofition, whether of purchafe 
^T exchai^, was Ipecious and plaufible. 
£ven the tyrant himfelf dares not invade 
J^ofe rights, which long prefcription had 
lanCtioned, and which gave Naboth a 
*>ore jaft tide to this vineyard, than 
(^irnfelf had to the throne. Yet dares 
aot Naboth comply with the wilhes 01 
Ills matter — the Lord forbade him to 
dienatc the inheritance of his fathers. 
Tfcc command of God was more bind- 
^'^g to the confcientious Ifraelite, than 
the reqvlefts, or injunftions, of Ahab. 
A:n equivalent was eafy to be obtained — 
^^t what is a man profited, if he gain 

K 3 the 
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the whole worid, and I0& his own idi 
or even wound his own coa&xoct^ 
The divine ordinances cook C^xdal cttt 
to preferve for individuals and ixaSbf^ 
their refpective proportions in the to^^ 
of promifc. Nothing but extreme nf ^ 
ceilit7 allowed diem to configa die iobc^ 
ritances to others ; and even iben, at d^* 
great year of Jubilee, thcjr icvcrted ^^ 
the original owners. It was not widiO^^^ 
a fptritual import, diat whofbever h^^ 
once his part in the heavenly gifi^ 
dire6bed to keep that fa&, which 
committed to his truft. Ahab 
knew the pofitive nature of the reftri^^ 
tion, and yet he fcrupled not to 
" Give me thy vineyard !" 

The innocent Naboth muft now 
ther difpleafc his king, or difobey ]%^ 
God. He prefers confcience to policy- 
he fears not them that kill the body- 
whether in death or life, he refolves c^ 
hold faft his integrity. Ahab canna^ 
b^l^U, that the divine prohibition aloa^^ 
j^^k inter- 
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interfered with his defires j and yet he 
goes down to his houfe heavy and diT- 
pleafcd— he throws himfelf on his bed-— 
he refiifes to take fuftenance. How ill 
can ^ proud heart endure contradiftion ! 
The nK>narch of Ifrael, the conqueror 
of Syria, the vanquifher of him who 
brought two and thirty tributary kings 
into the field of battle, is a prey to an- 
ger, to grief^ to pining ficknefs, be- 
caufe he cannot poflefs the vineyard of 
N"aboth. O the infatiable defires of co-- 
vetoufnefs ! O miferable Ahab, who 
in the midfl: of royal Iplendour, and mofl: 
fignal yiftpjries, art loft to all enjoyment, 
whik one trivial wifli remains unfatis- 
iied ! 

Corrupt as was the heart of Ahab, 

he fears to make ufe of either fraud or 
'violence for the accomplifliment of his 
defigns. The king of Ifrael is a mere 
novice in wickednefs, when compared 
?^ith his Zidonian wife, Jezebel ap- 

K 4 proaches 
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proachcs the bed whcnc hfer Idr< 
doned himfclf to the petulance <y 
ifti forrow. " Doft thou now 
'* the kingdom irf" Ifriel ? Ari 
•^ cat bread, and let thihe he 
merry. I will give thee the v 
ofNaboththe Jezreelite/' Shi 
the pufillanimity 6f her hufban 
perfuades him that his power is i 
if he regards the laws of jufticc 
demands his royal fignet — ^Ihe fn 
letter in his name to the elders < 
reel — fhe bids them proclaim 
fuborn falfe witnefles againft ^ 
accufe him of blalphemy and 1 
and confign him to inftant death, 
is the price which Naboth mull 
for his envied pofleffions ! 

Who can without indignatio: 
template the impious Jezebel na 
faft ? The enemies of God c 
turn religion to their own advj 
She was not ignorant that, amon 

Ifr 
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Ifraelitts, blafphcmcrs were punifhcd 

with death — ^flie knew that a fin of this 

crying nature was expiated by public 

• humiliation — that two witnefles were 

fteccfiaiy to convift the offender. All 

diis file urged to her own purpofe. There 

*s t» milchief fo diabotical, as that which 

^^ maflced with piety. Villainy is then 

^^oubled — and the guilt of murder itfelf 

deceives a deeper dye. 

But ihail the rulers of Jezrcel tamely 
^cquiefce in thefe inhuman proceedings ? 
Shall they not Ihudder at the idea of be- 
irjg accomplices in fuch wickednefs ? 
I'hc Lord, who forbade Naboth to a- 
lienate the inheritance of his fathers, 
forbade them alfo to frame a perjury, to 
belie the truth, to abet corruption, to 
Condemn the guiltlefs. Alas, the de- 
pravity of Ifrael was extreme — they, 
\yhofe office called them to the punifh- 
ment of crimes, were moft eager to of- 
fend — they who were called to the admi- 

niflration 
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nillration of juftice^ were not afraid 
Ihed innocent blood. Jezebel w^^l* 
knew whom (he addrefled — ^fhe four^^ 
the ready obedience which fhe expeft^^^^* 
A faft is proclaimed — the offender 
fummoned before his impious ji 
falfe witneffes rife up— the magiflarat:^^^ 
rend their garments^ to teftify th^^^ 
horrour at Naboth*s crime, and thcr ^ ^ 
regret on account of its confequenc^-^ -• 
The blamelefs man is difmifled to inftar^ ^ 
execution — his vineyard, forfeited by 
imaginary crimes, defcends not to hi« 
children, who probably fhared the fa«^^ 
of their father * — the remorfelefs tyrant 
arifes from his bed — ^goes down to the 
.vineyard of Naboth, and takes imme* 
diate and unmolefted poffeffion. 

How often does God, in his extreme 
difpleafure, permit the finner to effe6t 

* Surely I have feen yefterday the blood of Na- 
both, and the blood of bis fons^ faith the Lord. 
«i Kings ixy 26. 

the 



r\ 



NABOTH* 139 

: purpofes of a wicked heart ! The 
nporary fuccels of guilt feems to argue 
It heaven and earth befriend it — till 
! flow but lure retribution, burfting 

the head of the offender, proclaims 
Dnce the juftice, and the power of Je- 
VAH. While Ahab is rejoicing in 

new acquifition, and promifing him- 
' convenience and pleafure, he be- 
.ds Elijah fent to him from God with 
lunciations of vengeance. How does 
: king's countenance change at once ! 
ith what palenefs in his cheek, what 
ifternation in his eye, doth he behold 
t unwelcome prophet ! What a tu- 
jlt of agonizing paflions is in his 
^1, while his tongue faintly utters. 
Haft thou found me, O mine cnc^ 
my?" 

How great is the power of confci- 
ce ! Elijah and Ahab had parted as 
ends— the king knew himfelf indebted 
the interpofition of the man of God 

for 
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for thofe rcfrcfliing fhowers^ ^ich hs4 
revived the hopes of Ifrad — but now Ms 
heart told him^ that he had nothii^ to 
cxpeft but frowns from Heaven. Hi^ 
continued idolatrT, now feconded wit^ 
blood, could not but make him odio^ 
to the Lord and to his prophet— -he fe^^ 
that himfelf was an enemy to God— af»^ 
therefore he looks for ndriicr peace n<^ 
fncndihip at the hand of Elijah. '^ H^^ 
•' thou killed, and alfo taken poflfer^' 
" fion ?" Thus faith the Lord— *« A/^^ 
place where dogs licked the blood of N0^ 
bothy Jhall dogs lick thy bloody eve^ 
** thine.** Well docs the prophet charg^^ 
this murder on Ahab. He knew th^^ 
only means by which Jezebel could ob^ 
tain the vineyard of Naboth — ^he knew 
the confequences of entruftbg his lignet 
to a mercilefs woman. He was acccf- 
fary to the crime before and after its per- 
petration. They who arc in authority 
may offend as much by connivance, as 

others 
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irs by zSt — ^not only command, but 
ipenniflian involves them in the fms 
:h they might have prevented, and 
Id not. The divine law puniihes 
^taliadoQ — ^what Ahab hath done in 
Icy, he ihall fuSer in juftice. Na- 
, however, dies in his integrity— 
b in his guilt. Naboth bleeds as a 
yr, Ahab as an aflaflin. 
DON does the bacde in Ramoth-Gi- 
afibrd opportunity for the infiifiioa 
lis fentence. Neither the perfonal 
ery of Ahab, nor all his artful ftra- 
ms can avail, to ward off the fatal 
7. An arrow, (hot at random, but 
jed with almighty vengeance, reaches 
heart of the difguifed tyrant. O the 
and mighty hand of that divine pro- 
nce, which direfts all things to the 
►mpli(hment of its own purpofel 
> late doth Ahab how think of the 
lings of Elijah — too late doth he re- 
, that he ever liftened to the voice of 

Jezebel, 
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Jezebel, or to the flatteries of apofiatt 
prophets. His guilty blood runs down 
into the midft of his chariot, and pay' 
the arrear to Naboth — ^the chariot i 
wafhed in the pool of Samaria — the do^ 
lick up the blood of the king of Ifraer 
The honour of God is juflnfied — tl^ 
word of his prophet is fulfilled — the deat 
of his fervant is avenged. RightedJ 
art thou, O Lord, in all thy ways, ar^< 
holy in all thy works ! 
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LONG, and fuccefsfuUy, hath Eli- 
fought the good fight of faith, and 
N, after his viftories, God will fend 
n a chariot of triumph. How full of 
was the foul of the prophet, when he 
s in immediate expectation of blefled- 
s ! With what contempt did he look 
that earth, which he was fo fhortly to 
^e ! With what rapture did he caft 
eyes towards that heaven, which was 
vat to receive him ! 
1.S the laft public aft of his miflion, 
^ifits the fons of the prophets — thofe 
^m God had yet felefted from an 
Rate nation, to keep alive his facred 
li. Elisha 
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Elisha reiblves to accompany his 
matter in all his journey. Thrice is he 
difiliaded from this a£t of zealous fiiend^- 
Ihip — thrice he perfifts, in fpite of in- 
treaty, and even command. Elijah, 
who expedted his own aflumption into 
heaven, knew not what witneflcs mi^t 
be permitted to behold it — his modcft 
humility fought an unnoted and filcnt 
departure. But (hall we not pardon the 
holy difobedience of this faithful difciple? 
" As the Lord livcth, and as thy foul 
*« liveth, I will not leave thee !" His 
matter may be withdrawn from him, but 
he will not depart from his matter — ^hc 
knew when to expe6t a blefling — ^he v^as 
anxious to obtain the reward of all hi& 

fervice. 

The fons of the prophets both at Be- 
thel and Jericho are aware of what (haJ 
befal Elijah. His departure wasan even ■ 
of fuch importance, that it was neceflar^ 
lo uftier it in, with tidings of preparation 

£liih^ 
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a has neither leifure nor inclination 
Id converfe with his brethren — ^his 
thoughts, as well as. his eyes, arc 
on his departing matter, Toge- 
lo this wonderful pair arrive at the 
5 of Jordan — ^while., at an awful di- 
;, fifty of the confecrated band pur- 
keir footfteps, and gaze on them 
refpeftful veneration. Miracles 
It defigned for obfcurity : God will 
witneffes to his marvellous afts. 
1 the Saviour of mankind' arofe 
the dead, he was feen of more than 
undred brethren at once : when he 
led into heaven, he arofe from the 
t of Olives in the view of many 
-eyes which were fixed on that a- 
ling fight with fuch intenfenefs, as 
D be recalled from it even by the 
ach of angels, 

)W exadt was the parallel between 
mighty prophets, who were after- 
i fcen in glory with their Lord up- 
L. II. 1m on 
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on Mount Tabor ! BotJi received 
fions on Horeb— to each of thcrti 
appeared there in fire, earthquakes, 
other forms of terrour. Both rcli 
to the wildernefs — were fent on eir 
fies from Heaven to rebelKous km; 
difpenfed miraculous food — wefc ze; 
for the exterminarion. of idolat 
quenched the drought of Ifrael — div 
the v/aters — finiflied their gloriouj 
hours near the banks of Jordan, 
body of Elijah is tranjlated — that of 
fcs is hidden — what one efFefts by 
rod, the other can accomplifli by 
mantle. With this he fmites the r 
and bids its waves retire before his 
that he may without delay afcenc 
celeftlal chariot. 

Now, when Elijah feels himfelf tr 
ing on his lad eardi, he no longei 
drefles his faithful aflbciate with vp 
of difcouragement. *' Aflc what I 
*' do for thee, before I be taken i 

'' th 
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* Acc/' ^ The holy prophet waits not 
long for z rqply— out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth fpeaketh- '* I 
'^ pray thee, kt a double portion of thy 
** fphit fall upon me." Elifha demands 
nciAer wealth* nor fafety, nor eafe> not 
honoxir*— he holds no blefllng compare** 
«Ue with his mailer's fpirit. No ambi- 
tion ndngled itfelf with the fervent re- 
<iueft. He knew that the times into 
^ich he was &l]en required no common 
exertions— he knew that the fucceiJbr 
of Elijah muft be endued with the fpirit 
of miracles, as well as that of prophecy* 
We cannot be too defirous of fpiritual 
gifts, dpecially fuch as enable us to pro- 
nH)te the glory of God in our relpeftive 
ftations. Our wilhes are the touch- 
ftone of our hearts — fuch as we feek to 
^ we are. The worldling covets earth- 
ly things J the Chriftian, thofe which are 
divine. 

L 2 Elijah 
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Elijah acknowleges the difficultf df 
the requeft, yet on one condition pro- 
mifes its completion — " If thou fee vac, 
" when I am taken from thee, it fhatt 
*' be fo unto thee — if not, it fhall ndt 
« be fo/' The eye of Elilha muft bt? 
fixed in attention, that his faith may b^ 
•confirmed by the miracle he fliall be- 
hold. If his thoughts are: remifs, if his 
e/e-lids flumber, his hopes are can- 
celled — there muft be more than com- 
mon vigilance, in thofe who defire fi 
double portion of heavenly graces, 

Lo, while thefe fervants of God arc 
thus employed, the . chariot of fire ap- ] 
pears, Elijah is fummoned from the 
world at a moment when he is inftruft- 
ing another, not praying for himfelC 
There can be no better ftate in which 
the minifter of Christ can be foimd»-by 
the mejQTenger of diflblution, than that of 
diligence in his facred calling. Attend- 
ance on -thefe duties is no lefs pleafing 

to 
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to GoD^ than immediate devotion. 
Blei^ is that fervant^ whom his Lord, 
wiien he cometh^ ihall find fo doing ! 

MARVELLOUS dilplay of celeflial 
^lendour ! Who, fave Enoch and E- 
lijah, was vifibly taken up to eternal 
reft ? What glory exceeded theirs, fave 
that of Him, who by his own immediate 
power, and not by the miniftry of an- 
gels, raifcd himfelf far above the hea- 
yens ? He afcended as the Son — they as^ 
Icrvants, He afcended as God. — they 
as creatures. By their reception into 
heaven we are aflured, that even our 
eartoly tabernacle may be admitted into 
the regions of joy — in their cafe inftan- 
taneoufly, by the command of God — 
in ours,. after that: myfterious exchange,. 
ivhen this corruptible Ihall put on in- 
corruption, and this mortal Ihall put on 
immortality. Hereafter a day fhall come,. 
when the Son of man will defcend from 
heaven with . a fliout, with the voice of. 

L3 the^ 
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the Archangel, and the trump of God.' 
Then they who are alive and remsun iwll 
be caught up together^ with, the mbi 
bodies of faintSj into the clouds,, to meet 
the Lord in the air,, and to rejoice for 
ever in his glory^ At that awful mo- 
ment, when the elements (hall be 4f-^ 
folved, and the heavens fhall be ii^- 
flames around him,, the Chriftian wilt 
lift up his head rejoicing,. for his rcdemp*^ 
tion draweth nigh.. Meantime,, be it^ 
death, or fire, or whirlwind,.the meffcngciT' 
is welcome, which calls him to immor-— 
tality. 

Sudden and immediate as was th^ 
afcent of Elijah, his difciple can yet ex- 
claim, as he beholds it, **My father^ 
" my father, the chariot of Ifrael,. aii<3 
*^ the horfemen thereof!** The glory, t^ 
which the prophet is fummonedy canno'^ 
altogether bring comfort to thofe h^ 
leaves behind him. While he is yet be^ 
tween heaven and earthy the fon of hi^ 
adoption rends his clothes in a tranlpor^ 
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' iorro^y and pities the deflation of 
raeL 

The mantle of Elijah falls from him 
he is rifing. Eliflia takes up the dear 
^morial of his gbrified mafter. With 
s he had been invcfted, when he re- 
ved his divine appointment to the mi- 
by — ^it now comes to him, as it were 
►m heaven,, for a poflcflion. Senfible 
\ts preternatural value, he cafts it re- 
rendy about him— he approaches the 
-ters of Jordan — " Where is the 
LpRD God of Elijah ?" As if he had 
d, " Lord God, it was thy promife, 
by my departed mafter, that if I (hould 
fee him in his afcent, a double por- 
tion of hisfpirit ihould reft upon me, 
I followed him with my eyes in that 
fire, and whirlwind — now, therefore,, 
O God, fulfil thy word unto thy fer- 
v-ant — (hew fome token upon me for 
good — make this the firft proof of that 
miraculous power with which thou 

L 4 ^ haft- 
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** haft endued me. Let Jordan ^t 
*^ way to me, as it gave to my mato! 
Immediately the ftream, acknowlegin 
as it were the fame mantle,, diough i 
other hands, divides itfelf, and yields 
paffige to the highly-favoured Elifha. 
The fifty fons of the prophets, wl 
had witnefled thefe admirable event 
are not flow to do obeifance to the rrn 
of God — but full of zeal, as well asn 
verence, they would fain Teek for tl 
departed feint, as if the Spirit of Go 
had taken him to fbmc remote mour 
tain or valley — ^as if he had not bee 
tranflated beyond the fphere of mortalit 
For a while Elrftia forbids them, t 
their vehemence extorts his unwilli) 
permiffion. Afi:er three days* anxio' 
fcarch, the nfieflengers return, abafh 
and weary j no longer are they deaf 
conviftion, no longer infenfible of th< 
matter's happier lot. They who woi] 
indeed follow Elijah, muft alpire to t 

heaven 
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fcavcnly Paradife — they muft walk in. 

tbe ways of his holy and conftant obedi- 

^nce--they muft imitate his fidelity, his 

patience, his undaunted courage, his fer- 

. ^exit zeal — fo (hall Gop fend the fiery 

^^Ix^riot of death to tranflate them to the 

*^^aven of heavens,, where with the Ipi- 

^ t s of juft men made perfeft, and with 

J^^jsus, the mediator of a better cove- 

they fhall triumph, in the folncfa 

cverlafting glory* 



xtj« 



E ^54 I 



XLI. 

THE SHUNAMMITE.. 

*** INTO whatfoever city or town 
•* (hall enter, enquire who in it is wor- 
" thy, and there abide till ye go thencc^r" 
Such was the injunftion delivered by our 
Lord to the earliefl: preachers of Chrif- 
tianity. Sometimes they were to expe- 
rience the ^^f/^^^/ie?;^ which befel the pro- 
phets of old — fometimes they were to' 
receive the fame kind offices of bo/pita-' 
lity. Elifha, . in his progrefs throughout 
the land of I frael, = finds at Shunem a pi- 
ous family who knew how to value the 
privilege of having under their roof a 
Man of God. With this venerable pair 
(whofe names are loft, while their virtues 
. arc 
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M '- ^ recorded) the prophet was received 
M ^ the name of a prophet — ^he w^^s wcl- 
■ ^^^n[)ed' as a friend— he was honoured aa 
F ^ &ther. 

The Shunainmite>. a wealthy and 

'^ligiqus matron, finding that the dutiea 

^f £li(ha's public charafter called him 

^ften near her dwelling, requefts her 

*uiT>and to- prepare for their gueft a 

l^lace of reception fiiited to the fimpli- 

^^ty and holinefs of his chara6ter». That 

•^olinefs made her ambitious of his friend- 

^*^ip^— ftie fought for no other recom^ 

^^xice than his prayers. 

£l£ss£d of God is that man^. who in- 

^e partner of his Ufe finds an help meet 

*^^:* him in the way towards heaven,. 

* tie requeft is no fooner made than 

Slanted. The tumult of a numerous fa- 

'^I'ily was unfit for the quiet meditations 

^ s prophet— retirement was befl: ad^pt- 

^^ to one, who held familiar converfc 

^^^th his God. 

El^ISHA 
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Elisha is not fo faftidious as to 
left this friendly offer of accomn 
tion. He gladly takes up his s 
with perfons of fo much worth- 
pleafed with his own quiet repofe 
their hofpitable attention, fends hi 
vant Gehazi with ameflage exprefl 
his fatisfaftion and gratitude. " Be 
*^ thoa haft been careful for us wi 
" this care — what is to be done for t 
^^ Wilt thou be fpoken for to the 
" or to the captain of the hoft ?" 
ingenuous difpofition cannot recei^ 
vours without purpofe of return. E 
who had not been wanting in ipi 
duties, gives the Shunammite her c 
of a temporal recompence. 

But how fhall the prophet find 
favour in a profligate court, as to 
^ mife his influence with the king ir 
half of merit ? The time was,, 
his illuftrious predecefibr was met 
words of anger and defiance- 
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W * Mlou found me, O mine enemy ?" But 

now the recent miracle wrought by Elifha 

ii favour of Jehoram, (whofe armies he 

had relieved when fainting with thirft, 

^d crowned with unexpeded viftory) 

gives him no difficulty of accefs to the 

^rcne. Faulty as was the fon of Ahab, 

he honouredthe prophet of God — ^ifthe 

SKiinammite defire any token of royal 

^vour, ihefhallneedno other folicitor 

^t^an Eliiha. There cannot be a better 

'^flice, nor one more becoming a pro- 

PHct, than to Ipeak in behalf of the 

."^Vimb, to befriend and patronize the op- 

P^^cffed, to win greatnefs to the protec- 

' ^ ^c>n of innocence. 

The good matron is not infenfible of 
-^lifha's kindnefs, but modeftly declines 
Accepting it — -^^ / dwell among mine own 
^^ people. Thy courtefy is great in it- 
^* felf, but not ufeful to me. I live 
^^ quietly in a contented obfcurity, out of 
'"^^ the reach either of the glories, or cares 

'' of 
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^V of a court — free from wrongs, fn 

** from envy. Not fo h%h as to prt 

** voke an evil eye — not fo low as to t 

** trodden on. My ne^hbours anc n 

friends—my friends are my prota 

tors — and, if I fbould be lb unhap] 

as to meet with injurioxzs treatmer 

** would not fail to be my advocate 

Thy proffered favour is for thofe wl 

covet grandeur, or groan under o; 

preffion — I do neither — I dwell 

mong mine own people." O Sh 

nammitCi who can hear of thine hap] 

<:ondition, of thy peaceful contentmei 

without admiration and applaufe ! 

the world afiford any perfedt felicity, it 

in a middle eftate, equally diftant fro 

penury and from excefs — it is in a cal 

freedom, a iibcure tranquillity, a than! 

ful enjoyment of ourfelves and all that 

ours. 

But, alas, by how frail a tenure < 
wc hold the bed of earthly privilege 

he 
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iovlcmg is the Shunammite thus blefled 

^di peace ? The day is not far diftant^ 

''^licn Ihe (hall throw herfelfi a mifera- 

tiefuppliant, at the feet of the king of 

^frael, deprived by faniine and tyranny 

of alldiofe pofleffionsi, wUcb afforded 

^cr fuch comfort. They who feem to 

^and fecurely are not exempt from dan- 

8^r — no man can fay that he ihall not 

''^^ the proteftion of friends. Her fuit 

"^Ould have found no acceptance, had 

^^^1: Gehazi^ in the abfence of Eliiha, in- 

^^^t^eded for her with the king, andper- 

'^^»"med that office of friendftiipj which 

s not accepted from his matter. 

Even novv^ in her more profperous 

ys, the Shunammite was not exempt 

^Dm forrow. She was childlefs — fhe 

5is a ftranger to that tender joy which 

s the maternal bofom. Elifha fhall 

^w bring her glad tidings and greet 

^^^r with the promife of a bleffing fhe 

^^een^d incredible. " Thou ihalt em- 

^ brace a fon.'* 

How 
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How bounreous is the mercy of GoiH 
vsho limits not his favours to ou< 
thoughts, but gives us benefits mor^ 
than we prefume to afk, more than W * 
even dare cxpcft! The holy matix^-^ 
doubts, from excels of joy — " Na^^i 
•* thou man of God, do not lie untr:^^ 
** thine handmaid!" She well knc^^^» 
that the prophet was incapable of wilfi — -^ 
fallehood — but (he thought it poffibl 
that a trial of her faith might be ii 
tended, not a pofitive aflertion of fuc^I^ 
welcome import! Yet, lo, the pr< 
mile is fulfilled — at the time appointee 
the Shunammite bears a fon. They whc 
have mourned under her affliftion cac::^ 
bell conjefture her tranfports. Th( 
child grows up, and is now able to at- 
tend the delighted father in his rural oc- 
cupations, and to (hare the "joy of har — 
veft." O die inftability of human hap— 
pinefs ! The hot beams of the fun beat^ 
•upon that head, which too much care had 

made 
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•xiade delicate. The child complains to his 

father of his pain-— he configns him to the 

xrare of a tender mother. At noon her 

*on expires on the bpfom which had 

3t>xeferved his infant-life — to which he 

^^sd fb often been clafped in maternal 

^<>ndnefs. 

The Shtinammite hath loft her 
c^lnild— her faith fh^ hath not loft, Paf- 
^CDn deprives her notofwifdom. With 
^- jrefence of inind beyond allpraifefhe 
^^^nceals her anguifh— (he demands pcr- 
^^^^iffion of her huft)and to repair to 
ount Carmel — ih^ haftens to the feet 
Elifha. 

The man of God fees her afar oflfi 

^>^d anxioufly fends Gehazi to enquire 

^fter her welfare, and that of her family. 

^lie has no words for the mejfenger of E- 

Viflia — ^no ear (hall receive her complaint, 

*^'ut that of the prophet. The long fup- 

Pr'effcd forrow burfts forth, as fhe em- 

'^races thofe venerable knees — ^^ Did I 

defire u fon of my lord ? Did I 

Vol, II, M '' not 
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«* not fay. Do Hot dtceive ifu 
" thou fervant^ of God, had I w 
" due importunity folicited the I 
*' I have loft, had I wearied I 
*' with petulant exclamations, I 
" have imagined, that the gift^ 
*' ftowed on me in anger. I migl 
" looked forward to fome melj 
** reverfe of fortune. But fin 
prayers, not my complaints, a 
to the throne of mercy, fince th 
*' heard, and anfwered, was I tt 
" this aggravation of torment? ^ 
*^ the want of a fon lefs grievous 1 
*^ lofs ? Was not barrennefs itfelf i 
lerable, than fiich a deprivatio 
I receive my child, for no other 
•*^ than that I might lament hi 
*^ thou man of God, let that : 
" terceflion which procured mc 
•^f je6t of my love, ^ reftore him 
^V arms — let not my veneration 
^^ be repaid with fuch exquifite 
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^ Haften^ in the fpirit and power of E- 
** Jijah, to conlble a diftrafted mother — 
*^ as the Ijord liveth^ and as thy foul 
'' Iivcth, I will not leave thee." 

O NOBLE faith of the Shunammite> 
^ot to be difcoiiraged by death itfelfi 
'filing up her heart to an expeftation of 
^^a.tlife, which in the eye of nature had 
b^en irrevocable, impoffible ! O infi- 
^^^€ goodnefs of the Almighty, which 
^c>uld not fufier fuch faith to be fruf- 
^^ted— which chofc rather to reverfe 
"^^ laws of nature, to raife a body from 
^^ath, to recal a departed fpirit, than 
^at the confidence of a believing heart 
*liould be difappointed. We adore and 
^raife thee, O God, for the gifts and 
graces beftowed on thefe thy holy pro- 
phets — glorious fellow-labourers in the 
vineyard — through whofe powerful in- 
terceflion with thee fuch miracles were 
dilplayed to mankind — ^who by faith 
wrought righteoufnefs, obtained pro- 

M 2 naifes. 
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mifes, efcaped the edge of the fw 
proved idolatrous kings, caufed ^ 
Ipring from the earth, and fire to 
from the Ikies — through whofe 
women received their dead raifei 
again — ^who had one mantle, one 
who afcended one Carmel — one I 
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CJREATNESS can fecure no man 
"^^ calamity. Naanian was a great 
''[^rior, an honourable courtier, the 
■"ftinguiflied favourite of his fovereign— 
)^t: he was a leper : and under the pref - 
^^e of this loathfome ficknefs all his va- 
^^r, dignity, renown, viftories, feem 
'^ly an aggravation of his forrow. The 
*^Od of Ifrael looked on this Syrian with 
^ eye of pity, and his divine providence 
^^inted out the means of deliverance. 

The captivity of a poor Hebrew fe- 
male efFefts this aftonilhing work. How 
;^od is it to acquaint our children with 
l^e mercy of God ! Many fhall hear it, 

M3 and. 
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and fear ;. and fhall put their tn 

the Lord. Removed from the 1 

her nativity, reduced to fervitu 

ftranger in* a ftrange country^ this d 

ter of Ifrael forgets not Jehovah, 

fervant. *• Would God my 

were widi the prophet in Ifrac 

he would heal him of his leprofj 

The word was not fpoken u 

The king of Syria delays not to fc 

favourite, with letters to the king 

rael, requiring the cure from his 

The Syrian imagined, that what 

jedt could do, a fovereign migh 

mand : proudly does he figni 

wifties, without deigning to poi 

the means whereby they may 

fefted. " Now when this letter i; 

" unto thee, behold I have h< 

*^ fent Naaman my fervant to the 

thou mayft recover him of 

profy." 
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Jehoram rends his clothes in ter- 
n)ur and amazement — ^* Am I God," 
6ith he, ** to kill, and to make alive ?" 
To require that of a mortal which is 
proper only to the Almighty, is a mani- 
^eft derogation from that power, which 
^iongeth unto God. Had Jehoram 
^en truly religious, the injury done to 
^^ Maker would have more afFeftcd 
**irn, than his own perfonal danger. He 
^^^ not unacquainted with the virtue of 
•*^Xiflia's prayers — ^he had himfelf experi- 
^^>.ced their efficacy — ^yet muft that fer- 
"ll^^ce be proffered, which ought to have 
^^en ftudioufly required. " Wherefore 
"^ haft thou rent thy clothes ? L*et him 
^^ come now to me, and he fhali know 
^ that there is a prophet in Ifrael !" 

We muft not fet too great a value on 
^ur own dignity, where we expeft a be- 
nefit. Naaman comes, richly attended, 
'with his troop of fervants and horfes, and 
waits in his chariot at the door of Elifha. 

M4 The 
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The prophet receives him not un 

roof, nor docs he even go forth to 

nourtothis Uluftrious ftranger. ] 

make trial both of his faithj and 

mility^ ^ Go, wafh in Jordan 

•' times, and thou Ihalt be clean*" 

Naaman departs in tranipc 

fury — ^he confiders the word as 

in fcorn^ *^ Can water clean! 

** leprofy ? Is Jordan more m« 

*' than other Ibeams ? Am I 

** thus far, to be infulted by an 

*^ lite ? Is this the event of m 

*^ ney,, and the letters of my- 

" Could this prophet find nor 

*^ Naaman to treat with indi 

" Had he. meant ferioufly, why 

*' not condcfcend to come forth t 

*' Why did he not touch me w 

*' handy and blefs me with his p 

" and heal me with his blefling ? 

•* mifery fit for his derifion ?. If 

** could remove itj^ why did I lea^ 
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native country I Are not Abana and 
' Pharpar^ rircrs of Damafcus> better 
" than all the waters of Ifrael ?" Folly 
and pride ftrive for maftery in the carnal 
bcart, and it is hard to fay which is moil 
predominant. The natural man is alto- 
gether led by his outward fenfes — judges 
of all obje&s by the mere appearance- 
acquaints not himfclf with God — ad- 
heres ebftinately to his own falfe princi- 
ples— difdains the fuppofed inferiority of 
^thers — upbraids them with proud and 
^ftilting boafts of his imagined excel- 
*^^c. To fuch a man the do6trine, the 
^^^ices, the facraments of Christ are 
^jefts of contempt and ridicule. He 
■^oks on Jordan with Syrian eyes — one 
^^'op of which, fet apart by divine, ordi- 
f^^tion, has more real virtue, more fav- 
^g efficacy, than all the ftreams of A- 
^9.na, and Pharpar. 

Happy are they, who, whatever be 
^c ftadon of the advifer, difdain not to 
*iftcn to wholefomc admonition. The 

fervants 
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fervants of Naaman prove his bcft an 

moft valuable friends. They fear not ' 

approach hini> in the hei^t of his ii 

dignation. ^^ My father, iftheproph 

•* had bid thee do fonie great thir^ 

*^ wouldft thou not have done it ? He 

^ much rather then, when he faith 

« thee, fVafib, and be clean r The 

men confulted not the paflion, but t. 

welfare of their lord — they would f atb 

advife than flatter — rather exhort him 

good,, than follow him to evil. Since 

was a prophet from whom he receivi 

the injunction, they entreat him not 

defpife it. They allege, that the fin 

plicity of the propofed remedy was 1 

argument againft its efficacy, while tl 

power of him who prefcribed it was i 

pernatural. They tell him, that the vi 

tuc of the cure depended on his own fiii 

and obedience, not on the outward mea 

luggefted by Elifha. They perfuac 

Vi4 prevail. Naaman goes down, 

th 
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^eir eameft perfuafion^ and dips himfelf 
4ven times in Jordan. Next to Goa 
^ the prophet^ he may thank his at- 
tendants that he is no longer a leper.. 
His unjuft fury has not prevented his re- 
covery — ^the word of Jehovah> and of 
Wis confecrated fervant, ftand fure, in 
4^1 te of mortal petulance and prcfump- 
^*^>n. Long might Naaman have waflied 
^cre in vain, if Elifha had not fent 
^ini : many a leper had bathed in thofc 
^'^^ters, and remained unclean. It is 
^*>^c ordinance of God which gives efFcd: 
what in itfelf is weak, and inadequate 
its purpofe. It is His blefling, which, 
the facrament of baptifm, fanftifieth 
ater to the myftical wafhing away of 
^ti. It is through His goodnefs, that 
^Vie Chriftian partakes at his altar of the 
thread of life, the cup of everlafting fal- 
Vation. 

Naaman departed in rage — he re- 
turns filled with humility and gratitude. 

His 
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His heart is no Icfs purified from turbvP* 
lent paffions, than his body from fick- 
ncfs. He returns not to the royal court . 
either of Benhadad or Jehoram— he will 
not even make his family partakers <* 
his joy, till he has prefented himfelf be* 
fore that holy prophet, once the objc& 
of indignation, now of reverential lo V^. 
The man of God admits the recover^^ 
Syrian, though he refufed to fee the K- 
per.. Purpofely did he decline the fc^^' 
mer interview,, that he might ihare r^® 
part of the praife with his Maker — th^^ 
he might hear this noble confeffion in I ^ 
full force—" Behold, now I know th^^ 
" there is po God in all the earth, bv^^ 
"inlfraeir* 

But while Naaman thus does ho--^^ 
mage to the Author of his cure, , he wilr-^ 
not forget the inftrument. Richly fur- 
niftied with filver, and gold, and rair- 
meat, he will not confine himfelf to bar- 
ren ackaowlegcmcnts. . S ome. teftiraony 

of 



i his thankfulneis he is anxious to leave 

behind him, though all earthly recom- 

«nce fall fhort of the benefit received. 

I pray thee> take a blefling of thy ftr- 

vant." 

The holy prophet, with a degree of 
>neft vehemence, refufes to accept thefc 
ie-will offerings of gratitude — not that 
deemed it unlawful, but in the prefent 
lance inexpedient. He would have 
i new convert fee caufe to be more 
amoured of true piety, which teaches 
r children to contemn thofe riches and 
Hours that are adored by worldlings— 
1 would imprefs upon his mind, that 
i gifts of God are neither to be pur- 
l/edy nor rewarded, with money. 
Naaman acquiefces, and departs. 
t goes, refolved to profefs himfelf an 
aellte in religion. All the court of 
ria fhall know, that he facrifices on 
ifecrated earth to the God of Ifrael — 
7ihall hear him proteft, that he has 

neither 
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neither heart nor knee for Rimmon 
he muft go into the houfe of that ido 
(hall be of neceflity, not of choice- 
duty to his maftcr fhall carry him, 
his devotion to his mailer's god. 
had not Naaman deemed this a fault 
would not have requefted pardon, 
heart told him, that a perfe6t coi 
fhould have abhorred the temple, 
fight of Rimmon — that his obedien 
an earthly matter fliould not draw hi 
any fecondary obfervance of idolat 
that a fincere deteftation of fin wai 
terly inconfiftent with this tempor 
fubmiffion. 

Far, therefore, is Naaman fron 
ing an example, fave of weaknefs 
is yet more than half a Syrian— he 
babe, unfkilful in the word of right( 
nefs. The prophet, who would 
rebuked an IfraeliUy will not obfcui 
dawn of an heathen's converfion. 

difi 
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Jifmiffe* ham, in the accuftotfied terms 
:>f valedidion. They arc parted. 

Gehazi cannot thus take his leavtf« 

His heart is in the treafure of Naamam 
He deems his lord frantic, for refufing 
the proffered gifts. He runs with guilty 
fpeed, that he may recover a part of the 
booty. Naaman fees him, and fpares 
not to humble himfelf before the fcrvant 
of Eliflia. The half-breathlefs meflenger 
fitters his plaufible fiftion — receives a 
boon beyond his iitmoft wifhes — ^returns 
with the glittering load, and^ when he has 
fecreted it, ftands boldly before his maf- 
ter. O Gehazi, couldft thou fo long have 
poured water on the hands of Eliflia, and 
ftill be ignorant of that eye of Provi- 
Tdence, which was ever fixed upon thy 
heart ? Didft thou not know, that thy 
paths were overlooked by invifible wit- 
nefles ? Couldft thou hope to delude 
God, and his prophet ? Hear then thy 
fcntence, and be convinced to thy con- 

fufion. 
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fiifion. *^ Thou wouldft take part of 
'* Naaman's /r^/j/«rf — thou (halt inherit 
" his loathfome infirmityi. As a monu- 
^ ment of thy guilt, and as a proof that 
*• God is not mocked, the leprofy of 
^^ Naaman (hall cleave unto thee^ and tO' 
^* thy feed for ever." 
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JEHU. 

FOR a long feries of years had the 
crimes of Ahab's family caufcd horrour 
and conftemation in IfraeL At laft the 
mcalbre of their enormities is full. The 
divine mercy will be fcorned and inlulted 
no longer. Reproofs, admonitions, 
judgments, deliverances, have all failed 
of dieir effeft. What remains, but that 
the offended juftice of Heaven take its 
courfe ? Awake, awake, put on ftrength, 
O arm of the Lord. It is time for thee 
to work, for they have deftroyed thy 
law. Arife, O God, maintain thine 
own caufc. The prefumption of them 
that hate thee increafeth more and more. 

Vol. II. N The 



Tax tqdcc of in^mmnn had long 
fncr c : >":- -y^a- a ird E^ah to aooint Jdm 
ki2g <^tr lindL Tlic^&^ofElgab 
W2S DO dxb: comm^fijODcd by hb oiaf- 
ter CD 2Cx:oa:p9Elh viiaxevcr his own fill- 
den tranflKaoa to g^onr had kftnofi^ 
n-fhrd. What cooki be a more coove' 
cknr cox for diis porpofe^ duu wfata 
dae army of Ilrael were aflemUed under 
die command </ Jefau, in die Mactd • 
die wounded Jehoram ? A moment 
now loft might hare been iriecoTcnbltt 
Eliiha fends a meflci^;er in hafte to lU- 
modi-Gilead to pour the con&crated A 
on the head of the unfu^>eding warrior* 

No iboneir is the young profdiet ar- 
rived at the phce ofhis deftination^ duo 
he calls Jehu fix>m his affirmbled com- 
panions. The wifdom of God fixed oa 
a moment, when the public view of ^ 
fecred mcflcnger, and the myfterioos 
nature of the conference he dcmandedt 
might prepare the hearts of thefe com- 
manders 




rrs oflfraelto the e:}tpe(9Btion of 
yrcat defign. 

w (hall the blood of the ^ophets 
enged on Jezebel — the tyranny 
olatry of the houfe of Ahab Ihall 
deftru6tion on their heads. Ahab 
tare no pofterity,^ Jezebel no tomb, 
ong-threatened, long-delayed ven- 
e, when it feemed forgotten by 
md nran, falls at once in all its ter« 
3n this impious family. 
E prophet has fulfilled his minif- 
nd is gone. Jehu returns to his 
tent companions, who cannot fbf 
nent reftrain their curiofity. " Is 
well ? Wherefore came this tmd 
yw to thee?'* The prophets of 
vere to thefe idolatrous Ifraelites 
neteors — their appearance feemed 
tend only deftfuftion. While the 
\ of Baal facrifice, all is \*rell — but 
the ferVant of Jehovah prefents 
If, their guilt vainly attempts to 

N 2 fheltcr 
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flicker its tcrrours under the affefta 
of contempt. 

,The meflkge was not given to Jehi 
concealment. The habit of the flra 
had fujfHciently declared him a proj 
Their General acquaints them 
all the circumftances of the momer 
interview — tells them of the predi6ti( 
prefents himfelf to them as their la 
fovereign, anointed by the direftic 
God, to drive the race of ufurpers i 
a throne, polluted by their crimes. 

Scarcely have the captains of 
hoft heard the conclufion of the fl 
than they rife from their feats, m( 
by fome divide impulfe, and inftj 
feize their arms — a throne is raifcc 
Jehu — the leaders of I frael vie with • 
other in their zeal to do .him homaj 
they proclaim with found of trunr 
" JEHU IS KiNG^" Mad as they 
nouncc the propinet, at his word 
adventure theiir lives, and allot the r 
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mtf. God gives a fecrct authority to 
his delpifed fervants — ^they who hate 
dieir perfons^ will yet refpeft the truths 
Acy are commiflioned to impart. Even 
fcorners cannot but reverence the faith- 
fill ambafTadors of Christ. 

Jehu is no lefs wife than valiant — he 
determines to furprife Jehoram in the pa- 
lace of Jezreel, before any meffenger 
\ can carry intelligence of his inaugura- 
tion. While the trumpets are yet found- 
ing, he afcends liis chariot. 

Ahaziah, kingof Judah, too nearly 
connefted with Jehoram in . manners, as 
well as blood, was at this time feafting 
in Jezreel. The watchman on the tower 
c^ies a company. All was fuppofed to 
^e at peace in Ifrael — Judah was fo 
^lolely joined to it in bands of amity, 
^at the two monarchs were under one 
^Oof, as friends and brethren — yet an 
^Wm is haftily given. Jehoram knows not 
Whether the approaching multitude con- 
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fifts of Syrians, who have recovered Ra- 
moth, or of his own vanquifhed fubjcSs, 
or of confpirators againft his perfon and 
throne. The meflcngers he fends to 
meet them arc forcibly detained. The 
king of Ifrael forgets his wounds, and 
goes himfelfinfearch of death. 

Yet when he fees the captain of his 
armies, hope contends with fear and ap- 
prehenfion — ^^ Isitpeace^ Jehu? What 
^* means this fudden journey? Is the 
army defeated by the Syrians ? Have 
they retaken Ramoth-Gilead ? Has 
the difperfion of the enemy left thee 
no room to difplay thy valour ? Or 
is thy Ipeed occafioned by fome un- 
expefted misfortune ?*' 
There fcarcely needs an anfwer. Fury 
Iparkles in the eyes of Jehu -, his look is 
the harbinger of deftruftion to his adver- 
fary — '^ What peace, fo long as the 
^' whoredoms of thy mother Jezebel, 
^^ and her witchcrafts ar^ fo many ?" 

cf Why 
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^ Why fpeakeft thou of peace with 
men, inhuman tyrant, who haft fo 
long waged war with God ? Thine 
accurfed mother trained thee up to 
blood, and inured thee to impious 
idolatry. Her crimes, her cruelties 
are thine — ^thou art corrupted by her 
aboniinations -, thou art enchanted by 
her forceries. The juft God, whom 
thou and thy parents have daringly 
blafphemed, fends thee by me this 
laftmeflage ofhis vengeance.** 
While he fpeaks, his hand is draw- 
ig the fatal arrow from his quiver. Too 
Ue doth Jehoram turn his chariot and 
kc. Too late does the traitor to God 
omplain of Jehu's treafon. The wca- 
K)n is direfted to his heart — it is fixed 
here by the unerring arm of divine re- 
ribution. 

How juft are the judgments of God ! 
t was in the field of Naboth, t hatjehu 
net with Jehoram. That prophecy, 

N 4 which 
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which he had heard pronouaced by Eli- 
jah to Ahab^ his own hand has now ac** 
complilhed. The blood of Jehoram 
fidls on diat ground, which had been ty- 
rannoufly feized by die &dier, and whidi 
the ion had neither the piety, nor the 
jufticej toreftore. 

It was time for Ahaziah to flee. Long 
fince Ihould he have withdrawn hitn&lf 
ironi the crimes of the houfe of Ahab. 
He partakes in their fin ; he partakes in 
their puniihment. The impious alii- 
^ce brings its too well-deferved wages. 
The king of Judah, who had accompa- 
nied Jehoram in )ii$ idolatries, accompa- 
nies him alfo in his death. 

What now fliall become of Jezebel ? 
Will fhe not betake herfelf to fackcloth 
and afties, when Ibe hears of the untiociely 
fate of her fon, the degradation of her 
familyy the fuccefs of her prolperous ri- 
■|U , Will flie not caft herfelf as a lup- 
|^^% at the feet of Jehu, and implore 
> \ him 
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him to fpare her life, (though fullied 
with fuch various guilt) in pity to her 
age, and the dignity with which fhe was 
invefted ? Will flic not petition for her 
yet-furviving <:hildren ? Far otherwife. 
Her proud heart is incapable of fubmif- 
fion. She coUefts her haughty ipirits, 
and, inftead of humbling her foul by re- 
pentance, or preparing for inftant death, 
fhe feeks to daunt the courage of this 
conqueror, by the fudden beams of ma- 
jefty. She looks down upon him with 
infolent difdain— --challenges him with 
trcafon— calls to his remembrance the 
fhort-lived glories of Zimri, who flew 
his mafl:er — ^forgets that her own life is 
in his hands, and that flie has no depen* 
dence but on his clemency. 

The refolution of Jehu was not to be 
fliaken by a painted face, or an oppro- 
brious tongue. FJe looks up^ and com- 
mands the fawning minions ,of Jezebel 
who fl:ood around her, to caft her down 

head- 
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neadlong. Who fliall truft the vcniM 
fcr vices of a treacherous heart? Lon^ 
had thefe eunuchs bent their knee i^ 
humble obfequioufnefs to the queen c 
Ifrael — ^now, at the call of a triuniphacr 
enemy, they forget her royalty and the== 
own allegiance, and confign her, - 
willing executioners, to her miferab* 

fate. Such was the fall of pride 

periftied the infolent, the idolatro"«^ 
the fanguinary Jezebel ! 

Death puts an end to alldifpljafuX 
Jehu, who fpared not the life of tf^ 
impious woman, will not forget her 
pulture. Though the tranquillity of \% 
kingdom, and his perfonal fafety, wou3 
not fufFcr him to pardon her, he com 
mands her to be interred as a Zidonia 
princefs, the daughter, wife, and mothe 
of kings. The dogs have already pre 
vented him in his purpofe. The word c 
Elijah is fully verified — ^^the dreadful fen 
tencc is literally fulfilled — the blood c 

Na 
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Naboth and of the prophets is fearfully 
required. 

Righteous art thou, O God, and 
juft are thy judgments ! 
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XLIV. 

ATHALIAH. 

NOW is Jehu peaceably fettled 
the throne of Ifrael. Mankind no Ion 
tremble at the enormities of the houfc 
Ahab. The facrilegious rites of Ba^ 
are banilhed out of the land. The fwo: 
of divine juftice returns into its 
bard— it is at reft — it is ftill. 

Unambitious of further conqueft^-^ 
the king forbears to take advantage o- 
thofe confufions, into which the neigh — 
bouring empire is thrown by the deatta- 
of Ahaziah, He has finilhed the tafk^ 
for which the prophetic voice appointed 
him— he has profpered in the work he 
was commiflioned to perform. Idolatry 

and 
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and tyranny are heard of no more. Had 
he but reformed^ as well as reftored, the 
worfhip of Jehovah — had he deftroyed 
the images of Jeroboam, as well as the 
idols of Ahab, the blefling of the houfe 
of David would have fallen on his head, 
and on his remote defcendants. 

But, alas, the heart of Jehu was not 
perfedt with his God. He fears to de- 
viate from the fatal policy of his prede- 
ceflbrs. He dares not commit his way 
unto the Lord — he dares not bid the 
tribes go up to worfhip at Jerufalem. 
Yet fhall his obedience, partial as it is, 
not fail of a temporal reward. Four ge- 
nerations of his pofterity fhall fit on the 
throne of Ifrael, before the family of 
Jehu is extindt like that of Omri, of 
Baafha, and of the fon of Nebat. 

In the mean time what fcenes of hor- 
^our are pafling in the kingdom of Ju- 
dah 1 How truly is Athaliah the fifler 
of Jezebel, in foul, as well as alliance ! 

To 



Xv> her cane tBc tcepcrcfaad been cocmiit^ 
xd br !icr isa^ what hr c kpmed to aflift 
Tc&onm in w. AharTih was &Ucn — 
^is ncihrcn were bo more chcy pe- 
Riheii by tfie hand of Jehu*. Who 
wQizki OQC ptcy die ibrrows of the dif- 
cQoibi^ite Atha&ik? Who would not 
nmgnie» choc wtim the firft tranJ^rts of 
her zTvcf were over, fhe would fcek with 
av^iditT tfeeroalr retnainiz^ comfort^ the 
InnetT of choie dear ttnd innocent chil<» 
inm^ whofe c-irfr orphmage caDed fijr a 
trore can coouaraon fhare of tenderneis 
rem fie mother of their flaughtered pa- 
rent : She dies indeed betake herifelf 
to the place of their abode — fhc repairs 
thificr, CD feall her eyes with death and 
afijfilnadori. O the barbaritv of an am- 
bidous heart ! To fecure herfelf in the 
royal dignity, die barbarian can com- 
unand, can even witnels a deed of fb 

* See II. Kings x. ij, 14. 

atrocious 
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atrocious a nature, as is altogether un- 

J>araSeled in the annals of mankind. 

I N the horrours^ of a fiege, in the ra- 

of famine, the hands ofmiferable 

Omen have fattened on their oSspring— 

here was nothing but the craving of 

JP^'icie, nothing but an execrable thirft 

Ibvereignty, *^ Even the fea-monfters 

aw out the breaft, they give fuck to 

eir brood"— even the lion who fills 

*^^ holes with prey &nd his dens with ra- 

P^^>c, takes the fpoil and tears it in pieces 

^^^ liis young ones. iTi&^r cruelties are ten- 

^^^ mercies in comparifon with thofe of 

^*^^ daughter of Omri. Zion Ipreadeth 

^^^h her hands, and there is none to 

^^mfort her — her eyes do fail with tears> 

'^^caufe the children and the fucklings 

P^rifh in the ftreets of Jerufalem. How 

^ the faithful city covered with a cloud 

of fbrrow ! It was full of judgment — 

righteoufncfs lodged in it — but now 

murderers. Her adveriaries arp^ the 

chief — 
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chief — ^hcr enemies profper— her picfti 
figh, her virgins are afilifted^ and lh& 
is in bitternefs. 

Wicked Athaliah ! doft thou thinU 
that God has forgotten his fervant Da- 
vid, and the terms of his holy cove- 
nant ? Shall thy guilty zeal for Baal, ot 
thine inordinate luft of empire, root oui 
all the pofterity of the fon of Jeffe ? The 
man after God's own heart fhall have s 
lineal heir to fit in his throne, when 
thou and thy father's houfe fliall have pe- 
riftied — when the records of your guilt 
Ihall alone preferve you from oblivion. 

Happy was it for the Church and 
ftate of Ifrael, that the crown difdamcd 
not to hold alliance with the temple. 
The fitter of Ahaziah thought it no de- 
gradation to her dignity to become the 
wife of Jehoiada the high-prieft. Nc 
fooner is this royal matron acquainted 
with the recent maflacre, than fhe haf 
tens into the chamber of death. Atha- 

lial 
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I had already retired, aflured diat the 
K)dy work was accompliftied. Ja- 
(heba perceives a ipark of life not ut- 
ly extinguiflied in the heart of the in- 
t Joafti — (he boldly takes him from a- 
ng the flain — fht recalls his departing 
it — ihe commits him to the protection 
ler hufband. God looks down from 
ven upon the ftratagems of tyrants, 
confounds them in their own devices, 
i word had gone forth to David, 
)f the fruit of thy body will I fet up- 
n thy feat" — in vain fhall ^earth or 
confpire to fruftrate it. 
IX years does Judah groan under the 
nny of an idolatrous woman — fo 
J is the lawful fbvereign concealed in 
receffes of the temple, into which 
worfhippers of Baal difdained to en- 
Jehoiada now thinks fit to aflert 
: title, which had been loft in ufurp- 
n. Ambition might have prompted 
I to continue Joafh in obfcurity, and 
anced his wife, the daughter of Je- 
Vol. II. O horam. 
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horamj -to the throne — his heart 
other objefts in its view. He ai 
the fcattered rernains of thofe fer 
Gop, on whofe zeal and jpiety 1 
dcpend-^he gives every one his cl 
he difpofes all things for the fafet 
prince, the punifhment of A 
the prevention of tumult, the el 
ment of the royal audiority on t 
of Joafli in peace and joy. 

All things are now ready for 
Icmnity. Every heart pants for 
proach of the long-concealed fo 
to his inauguration. Every on 
to devote his life to the fcrvice of. 
ful king. At length Jehoiada; 
him to the aflembly in the 
Scarcely can the multitude refra 
fliouting aloud too foon. One t 
his countenance the features of hi 
Ahaziah— another thole of Jeh( 
while the more aged warriors 
fondly on his fancied refemblance 
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.'beloved maftcr, the great ^and good Je- 
hofhaphat. All find in his face the na- 
?tural impreffions of majefty— all read in 
it the moft aufpcious promife of future 
-happiners. Jehoiada, with joyful hafle> 
^proceeds to his coronation. The holy 
^ oil is poured on his head— the diadem is 
placed on his brows— the book of the 
Jaw is prcfented to his hand. By thefc 
inftrudive cerennonies, he was taught to 
tiCntertain a proper fenfe of the calling of 
'God, the dignity of his own charafter, 
and the importance of that divine word, 
tby which all his actions fhould be regu« 
lated. 

:Now do the people clap their hands, 
;and burft out with loud acclamations of 
Joy. From the receffes of her palace 
Athaliah hears the fhouts of the multi- 
tude, tl^ noife of trumpets, the tumult of 
.applaufe. Inftantly (he repairs to the tem- 
plci on whofe threfhold her feet had pro- 
.Jbably never trodden. Thofc honeft hearts 

O 2 which 
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which had devoted themfelves to their 
king and their God had agreed in reli- 
gious fecrecy. No circumftance had 
tranfpired. Tyranny itfelf was devoid 
of fufpicion. Athaliah feared not to ap- 
proach thofe hallowed walls, alone, and 
unattended^ 

What a fpe6tacle for an impious 
ufurper ! She hears the multitude e3E- 
claiming " God save the King !'* She 
fees the heir to the kingdom fitting on 
his throne, inverted with all the infignia 
of royalty, guarded by a faithful band 
of foldiers, proclaimed with trumpets, 
hailed by the joyful fliouts of the peo- 
ple. 

As if that voice of hers might com- 
mand all hearts, all hands, Ihe rends her 
robes, and cries, " Treafon, treafon!" 
O Athaliah, of whom doft thou com- 
plain ? Thine was the treafon, theirs is 
juftice. The truefon of Ahaziah, whom 
thy cruelty ,fought .to number with the 

deadi 
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deadj now fits in his father's throne. 
The time is now come, when the royal 
blood of Judahj ihed by thine hand> 
(hall be requited — ^when thy life Ihall 
juflly pay the forfeit of thine unnatural 
conlpiracy. 

There needs no regularity of triaL 
Jehoiada, the prieft of God, the near 
kinfman, . and proteftor of the young 
monarch, by no undue exercife of his 
delegated authority, configns the crimi- 
nal to juftice^ Not a fword is drawn in 
her behalf — no heart pities, no eye be- 
wails her. The God of righteoufnefs 
maketh inquifition for innocent blood. 
The wicked is kept for the day of de- 
ftruftion ; fuddenly doth he confume, 
pierifli, and come to a fearful end." 
Every thing now wears the face of 
tranquillity. Again . is Judah reftored 
to itfelfi after fo long a deprivation. The 
people fcarcely believe their own eyes for 
joy^ and wonder, Jehoiada takes advan- 

O3 tagc 
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tage of thefe favourable imprellions. Ut 
employs his influence for die public 
good. He calls upon the people to re- I 
new the covenant with their God, at the 
folemn nioment^ when diey vow alli- 
ance to their king. Their zeal cafti. 
down the temples and altars of idola- 
ay— Jehovah is the fole objeft of reli- 
gious adoration — Baal is deftroyed out 
of Judah, as well as lirael. 
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XLV. 

EZEKtAH AND SENNACHERIB. 

THE Aflyrian monarch triumphs in 
palacesof Samaria and Jezreel. The 
)les oflfrael are led away in chains, 
. configned to fervitude and exile, 
at once flourifhing kingdom is come 
a fearful end j and is fo vaniftied in 
diffipation, that no man could ever 
:rwards fay " This was Ifrael !" O 
*ible example of vengeance on that 
:uliar people, whom God had chofen 
himfelf out of the world ! All had 
leld their miraculous deliverances- 
had witneffed their crimes — all Ihall 
mble at their punifhment* • 

O 4 Israel 
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Israel is gone^ Judah is fc 
being, Wlio can behold wiitf 
the languifliing remains of the 
of David? Yet even now, ou 
dying embers, doth God raife 
rious light to his forbrn Chu 
bleffes his people with the virtue 
zekiah. Scarcely can we imagi 
of greater mifery than that in w! 
rufalem was left at the death of 
pious Ahaz, Hezekiah revives 
of Judah — the impiety of the 
loft in the holinefs of the fon- 
life as it were is given to the dil( 
remnant of the people of God. 

Now does the religious prin 
himfelf in the neceflary work o 
reformation. The high places 
moved, the idols are deftroy^ 
groves are cut down, the holy t 
purified, the priefts are rcftored 
offices, the facrifices are duly pei 
the order of God*^s fervice is eftj 
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Ac long-ncglefted paflbver is kept with 
Aie folemnity. In a word, all things 
^e Ordered, as if David himfelf were. 
^^ again in this blefled heir to his 
^^w^xi, and his piety. O Judah, happy 
in tiiy king ! O Hezekiah,. happy in. 
^he reftoration of thy people ! For three 
"^ndred years> the man after God's own. 
^^^rt had no perfeft reprefentative till. 
'^^^^ The devotions of the beft princes 
. Judah were in fome mealure defec- 
^^^— now the zeal of Hezekiah brings 
^ck the worlhip of God to its original 
Parity. Even the brazen ferpent of Mo- 
^^, once the type of a future Saviour, 
^^ broken in pieces, becaufe the degene- 
racy of a wicked age had converted it in- 
to an idol. 

Since the heart of Hezekiah was thus, 
upright with his God, we cannot wonder 
that the Lord was with him — that in 
profperity and in adverfity he was guided 
and fupported by omnipotence. 

Four- 
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FooRTEEN years does die pious kin 
enjoy the bteffings of pcac©*— at length 
he mufl: prepare for fcenes of a differe»r 
nature. The king of Aflyria comes up' 
againft the fenced cities of Judah, anrf 
takes them.. Jerulalem only remains,, 
furrounded by an hoft of enemies, robbed ' 
-of all its wealth by the former exaftionS' 
of Sennacherib, helplefs, friendlefs, com- 
fortlefe, looking forward to the utmoft' 
extremity of hoftile fury. 

The captains of the Aflyrian army de- 
mand a conference. Whatblalphemics,. 
O God, doth the infolent Rabfhakch 
litter againft thee ! How doth he infult 
thine anointed fervant ! How doth he 
tempt thy people vnth bafe offers of ad- 
vantage ! Above all, how daringly doth 
he profane thy holy name, and plead thine 
own commiffion, to bereave them of 
their laft, their deareft, their only hope I 
^ Am I now come up without the Lori> 
** againft this place to dcftroy it ? The 

" Lord 
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^ Lord faid to me^ Go up againft ibis^ 
^ landy, anddefirojf it.- 

In vftin does Eliakim implore the 
haughty Rabfhakeh to make ufe of a^ 
language unknown to the people. . That 
tongue is pfopereft for his purpofe which^ 
may do the mod extenfiv* mifchicf. The 
humble requeft of Hezekiah's princes 
fervcs only to increafe the infofcnce of 
die blafphemer. In accents,, familiar to 
the aflembled multitude, he terrifies 
them with the mighty power of Senna- 
sherib— he debafes the force of Heze-- 
idah — he allures them with brilliant pro- 
fnifes — he difcourages them with the im- 
poflibility of their deliverance — he fets- 
before them the example of greater na- 
tions, vanquifhed by that (word which 
now was brandiflied over their heads. 
'* Where are the gods of Hamath, and 
'' of Arpad?** 

Not a word is uttered from the walls 
of Jerufalem. All is hufhcd in filencc. 

The 
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The injurious blafphemies of Rabfliakelt 
meet with the reception they defenr 
from the faithful people of God. The 
boaftcr returns, exafperated at this coh-^ 
temptuous treatment, and denouncing, j 
the utmoft extremity of vengeance. 

Meanwhile the king of Judahhas 
recourfe to the Lord, and. to his pro- 
phet. He fends his princes to Ifaiah— 
he betakes himfelf to the houfe of prayer. 
Under that facred roof^ . clothed in fackr 
cloth, he pours out his complaint to the 
Almighty, he laments the indignities of- 
fered to his God. There, there is the 
refuge of all faithful hearts in the time of 
adverfity. Ifaiah fends a meflage to the 
king, which fhali dry. up his tears,. and 
turn his forrow into joy. While Senna-* 
cherib is in the height of his triumphs,, 
the prophet forfees his ruin, and while 
the tyrant thinks only of life and vi6tory>, 
pafTes on him the fentencc of death. 

THi 
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TuE army of the king of Ethiopia 
•*aims the immediate attention of the 
l^t-Qud Aflyrian. He raifes the fiege of 
^ibnah, and thinks to terrify Hezekiah 
ty re-iterated threats, and yet more dar- 
ifig blafphemies. Again does the holy 
prophet fend to Hezekiah a meffage of 
comfort — again does he announce the 
approaching fall of Sennacherib. He 
declares that the arm of God (hall be 
miraculoufly exerted for his people — that 
the earth (hall bring forth (pontaneous 
fruits— that peace andprofperity (hall re- 
turn to the land of Judah. 

" Behold, the name of the Lord 
Cometh from far, burning with his an- 
ger, and the burden thereof is heavy. 
His lips are full of indignation, and his 
tongue as a devouring fire — and the 
Lord (hallcaufe his glorious voice to be 
heard, and (hall (hew the lighting down 
of his arm, with the indignation of his 
anger^ and with the flame of a devouring 

fire. 
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:fire» and with fcattering, . and temped 
.and hailftones. For through the voice 
of the Lord (hall the AiTyrian be beaieo 
^down which fmotc with a rod!" 

Thus fpake the prophet— The anpl 
of the Lord went forth^ and fmoteifi 
a:he camp of Affyria an hundred and four- 
Xcore and five thoufand — and when the 
morning dawned, behold, they were aH 
.<iead corpfes. Thy crime;, O Senna- 
cherib, was enormous — ^thy jpunifhmcnt 
was terrible. Whom haft thou re- 
proached, and blaiphemed ? and againft 
-whom haft thou exalted thy voice, and 
lifted up thine eyes on highi evcfl 
.againft the Holy One of Ifrael — His 
.almighty arm has cut off thy legions- 
take heed left he fpare not thee. Go 
:now, and tell of the gods of Hamath» 
and of Arpad, ofSeharvaim, ofHenah* 
.and Ivah ! AJSert, that the God of Ju- 
dah is as one of thefe. Go, and add thU 
Deity to the number of thy conqueft^ 

and 
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and ixfy that the God of Hezekiah ia 
^hom he trufted hath deceived hinij and 
.graced thy triumphs. 

How are the mighty fallen, and the 
' weapons of «war made trophies of the 
. divine juftice:.! How fpeedy, how mi- 
raculous is; this ^ execution ! No hun^an 
. arm (hall have the glory of fuch a vic- 
.tory. Wfeile all things were in quiet fi- 
.lence, and ;that night was in the midft 
of her fwfit courfe, thine ^mighty word 
. came down, O I-X)r d, out of thy royal 
throne, as a fierce man of war into the 
midft of a land of deftrudion — and 
-brought thine unfeigned commandment 
.as a (harp fword, and ftanding ^up filled 
all things with death-^and it .touched 
the heaven, butit ftood upon the earth. 
Then fuddenlyvifions of horrible dreams 
troubled them fore, and terrours came 
upon them xmlooked for — fo that one 

caft 
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caft here, and another there, half dead, 
fliewed the cauje of their death/' * 

With fhanie and grief is the difap- 
pointed tyrant returned to Nineveh, 
leaving behind hinn the pride and ftrcngth 
of Aflyria, on the fields of death. Venge- 
ance waits for him at home, and wel- 
comes him to his palace. While he is 
performing his idolatrous worfhip in the 
temple of Nifroch, two of Tiis ownfons 
become his murderers. And he '«rho had 
Ipurned at all laws divine and human, is 
referved for the torment of this unnatural 
ftroke, direfted by the facrilegious hands 
of his wretched and ill-taught children. 

Thou art avenged, O God, thou 
art avenged of thine enemies. Whofo- 
ever ftrives with thee, meets with defeat, 
and fhame, and deftruftion. The Afly- 

* Much light has been thrown on this artonifli- 
ing event, by the well-authenticated relations of 
modern writers concerning the Simoom, or peftilen- 
tj«l»wind, of the eaftcrn countries. Compare Num- 
bers xi. 1,2. 

rians 
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tans ict cut ofF, Rablhakeh, (no doubt) 
mong their number — Sennacherib is pu- 
ilhed for his blafphemies — Jerufalem is 
cicucd — Hezekiah rejoices — the na- 
ions wonder, and trenible. O love the 
^ORD, all ye his faints : for the Lord 
>referveth them that are faithful, and 
>lenteoufly rewardeth the proyd doer. 
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HEZEKIAH AND ISAIAH. 

O GOD, how doft thou coiredthc 
whom thou loveft ! Who was fo d( 
to thee in the throne of Judah as He' 
kiah ? Who fo devoted to thy fervi( 
Yet, behold, he is no fooner relies 
from a miferable fiege, than he pa 
under a grievous ficknefs. While as 
he has no child to fucceed him, the p 
phet Ifaiah is fent to him with he 
tidings. " Set thine houfe in orde 
" for thou fhalt die, and not live." 
is no fmall token of God*s mercy, \^ 
he gives us warning of our end. 
fhall not profit by the gi acious adm- 
tion, if we mak^ not preparation for 

dc] 
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dqpaiturc. They who have not a houfe, 
have yet a foul — no foul can v/ithout 
danger come unprepared before the all- 
righteous Judge. The neglcft of this 
cafe is delperate. Set ^y/aul in order, 
O man, for thou (halt die, and not live* 

Never till now was the word of 
Ifaiah otherwife than welcome. Of^ 
ten had he been an ambaflador of peace, 
and deliverance— with equal fidelity he 
difcharges the duties of his ofEce, when 
God calls on him to deliver a meflage of 
death. The pious king receives it with 
meeknefs, and reverence— he utters no 
menace againft the prophet— he betakes 

himfelf to Heaven with lamentations and 
prayers — " I befeech thee, O Lord, re- 
*^ member how I have walked before 
" thee in truth, and with a perfefk 
^' heart !" Couldft thou fear, O Heze- 
kiah, that God hsid forgotten thine inte- 
grity ? Doft thou doubt his remem- 
brance of thy virtues, becaufe he fum- 

P 2 mons 
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mons thee to glory and immortality ^ 
What is the objeft of thy mournful fup- 
plications ? Thy royal anceftor hath 
given language to thy thoughts — " O let 
" me live, and I fhall praife thee, O 
'^ God." From a natural nian this wifl^ 
might be expedted — who cannot but: 
wonder at it, in a faint ? His happinei^ 
begins, when his life ceafeth — his mi- 
fery ends, when his earthly pilgrimage 
is over. He might be fuppofed therefor^ 
defirous to depart and be with God-^"^ 
ready to exclaim, in all the fervour o^ 
devout affeftion, " O let me die^ that J 
'^ may enjoy thee!'* Why then is H^^ 
zekiah appalled with the news of th^*' 
death, which even Pagans have wel^ 
comed with fmiles ? Certainly the htC^ 
of men is not diverted of human infir^ 
mity. As long as we remain in the body> 
we retain thofe feelings implanted in our 
nature^— a love of life — a degree of ter- 
rour at the thoughts of diflplution. Buc 

the 
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mind of Hezekiah was not uninflu- 
d by nobler motives — he regarded the 
perity of that Church, which he had 
red from its ruins — he faw how 
li its fafety would be endangered by 
departure. His very tears faid, 
God, thou knoweft the eyes of the 
)rld are fattened on me, as one that 
th abandoned idolatry, and revived 
f holy worftiip. 1 ftand alone, in 
J midft of a wicked and faithlefs 
leration. If they fee me cut off in 
; midft of my days, will not the 
ithen blafpheme ? will they not tri- 
iph in my untimely extinftion ? 
as, what will become of thy Church, 
which my zealous fervices have 
n devoted ? How foon will it be 
Tgrown with fuperftition and hea- 
lifm ? Lord, if thou calleft me 
thyfelf, have mercy on this thy 
syard. Let not the boar out of 
wood root it up — let not the 
i beaft of the field devour it." 

P 3 Not 
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Not a word of Hezekiah is uttered, 
or a tear ftied, in vain. The king of 
Aflyria came up to deftroy his city and 
people: — prayers and tears fend hirti away 
in confufion. A more refiftlefe tyrant 
came, not without authority, to bind 
him in chains of iron — ^prayers and 
tears take the fpoil out of the hand of the 
mighty. Before Ifaiah was gone out in- 
to the middle court, the Lord of life 
and death fpeaks to him from heaven- 
Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the 
captain of my people. Thus faith the 
'^ Lord, the God of David thy father— 
/ have beards thy frayer — I have Jeen 
thy tears — behold, I will heal thee /" 
And haft thou then, O God, fo foon 
changed thy purpofe ? Was it not thine 
own meffage, which thy prophet deli- 
vered to Hezekiah ? If thou hadft de- 
Cgns of mercy and favour, why didft thou 
fufFer him to fay, " Thou fhalt die, and 
" not live ?" 

God 
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God is not a man, diat he Ihould re- 
pent—the meflage is changed ; the di- 
vine power and will are unchangeable. 
In the firft inftance, the king of Judah 
was told i^hat he had to expeft from the 
nature of his difeafe — afterwards he was 
made acquainted with the fuccefs of his 
own fervent importunity, « Yet forty 
days and Nineveh fhall be over- 
thrown" left fpace for repentance and 
pardon to its inhabitants. He who faid, 
" Thou fhalt die," can yet liften to the 
ardour of devotion which implored a 
longer life. 

How wonderful is the goodnefs of 
Heaven ! While the tears of Hezekiah 
are yet ftreaming down his cheeks, while 
the prayer is fcarcely (poken by his lips, 
God fends an anfwer of peace. He will 
not fufFer his faithful fervant to languifh, 
even for an hour, in expedation of the 
threatened ftroke. He has feen his ways, 
and will heal him — ^within three days his 

P 4 feet 
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feel (hall ftand in the courts of th^ houfc 
of the Lord — he, who now weeps on the 
bed of ficknefs, Ihall fing a fong of joy 
and thankfgiving in the temple, O thou 
that heareft prayer, unto thee fhall all 
flelh come ! With what chearful hope 
Ihould we approach that throne of grac^ 
where never any petition is reje<5ted> un- 
lefs for our ultimate good I Lord, our 
beft ftate is a ftate of uncertainty — ^thy 
wifdom hath judged it inexpedient for us 
to know the appointed period of our ex* 
iftence. Teach us therefore, O God 
of mercies, fo to number our days, that 
we may apply our hearts to thy heavenly 
wifdom ! 

The loving-kindnefs of God towards 
his fervant ends not here. Hezekiah 
fhall be bleffed, not only with healthy 
hut peace. The proud Aflyrian (not yet 
fallen a facrifice to the ambition of his 
children), threatens another invafion. 
His late difcomiiture rankles in his 

breaft. 
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breaft, and urges him to revenge — but 
the God of heaven maintains his own 
caufe. " I will deliver thee and this city 
'^ out of the hand of the king of Afly- 
" ria — I will defend this city, for mine 
'^ own fake, and for my fervant David's 
'* fake. For health (under the good- 
nefsofGoo) Hezekiah is indebted to 
his prayers — ^for peaces to his holy life, 
and the precious memory of his royal 
anceftor. To the man after his own 
heart had God pledged himfelf by a 
gracious promife — the word ftandeth 
lure — the Almighty fails not to remem- 
ber his ancient mercies. The piety of 
David fhall be a light to lighten the un- 
born — ^(hall entail a blefling on future 
generations. 

The fudden contradidion of the mef- 
fage caufes a juft difficulty in the- af- 
fent — Hezekiah demands a fign, not be- 
caufe he diftiufts, but that he may truft 
the more. " Lord, we believe — help 
*^ thou our unbelief!" 
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The languiihir^ monarch has his op- 
tion. His father Ahaz was offered a fign, 
and refufed it— Hezekiah afks a fign, 
and obtains it — '* Shall the Ihadow go 
*« forward ten degrees, or back ten dc- 
** grccs ?" As if heaven lay open to his 
choice — as if time itfclf were ready either 
to advance, or retire, for his confirma- 
tion — as if the laws of uni verfal nature 
were in fubjeftion to the faith of the fer- 
vantsofGoD. 

Hezekiah fixes on that fign which is 
moft difficult, moft widely removed from 
thecourfe of probability. The going back 
of the fhadow was a convincing proof of 
that mighty power, the exertion of which 
was neceflary to bring back the depart- 
ing fpirit of the king of Judah. " Nay, 
** but let the fhadow return tack ten 
*^ degrees!" 

Shall we more wonder at the love of 
God towards Hiezekiah, or the mighty 
faith of his prophet ? " Ifaiah cried unto 

the 
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the Lord — and the Lord brought the 
Ihadow ten degrees backward, by which 
it had gone down in the dial of Ahaz.** 
No wonder the Chaldean fages repaired 
eagerly to Jcrufalenn, to inveftigate fo 
ftriking a prodigy. Whether the day 
were lupernaturally lengthened, or whe- 
ther the miracle were local on the fun- 
dial of Ahaz, the proof of divine onini- 
pbtence was the fanie. The life of He- 
zekiah was haftening towards the night 
of death — the voice of God recals it. 
O Lord, thou wilt rather alter the- 
courfe of heaven and earth, than lufFer 
the faith of thy children to fink for want 
of thine affiftance. 

Now does the king of Ifrael repair 
with joy to the temple of God — now 
does he offer the facrifice of grateful 
thankfgiving in the houfe where his ho- 
nour dwelleth. " I will fing unto the 
** Lord as long as I live — I will praife 
'^ my God while I have my being — He 

" is 



2^0 HEZEKIAH AND ISAIAH. 

" is our God — even the God of whom 
** Cometh falvation — God is the Lord, 
by whom we efcape death, I will 
love thee, O Lord, my defence. The 
Lord is my ftrength and my Ihield— 
*^ my heart hath trufted in Him, and I 
" am helped — therefore my heart danc- 
*' eth for joy, and in my fong will I 
•' praife him..'* 
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NOW is the throne of Jtidah, for the 
all time, the feat of purity and juftice — 
Jow does that light once more ihine, {o 
c>on to be fucceeded by the deepeft ob- 
"urity. The crimes of Manaffeh, and 
f his Ihort-lived fon, have akeady can- 
elled all thofe leflbns of piety, which 
he precepts arid the example of Heze- 
Uah enforced for a time on the inhabit- 
ants of Jerufalem. All feems defper- 
Lte — the divine vengeance is advancing 
vith hafly Heps to inflift the threatened 
leftru6tion — ^when the blow is for a 
/hile arretted by the virtues of young 
oliah, 

ExPE- 
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Experience has in general dc- 
monftratcd, that the cares of govern- 
ment demand the utmoft vigour of men- 
tal faculties in the ruler — and all thofc 
advantages, which maturity of age, and 
perfedlion of reafon, can beftow. " Woe 
" unto thee, O land, whofe king is a 
" a child!" Yet in the cafe of Jofiah, 
we find that God knows how to deviate 
from the ordinary courfc of his dilpenfa- 
tions. There are inftances, in which a 
virtuous heart confers as much diftinc- 
tion on its pofleffor, as he can derive from 
the hoary head, that crown of glory. 
There have been illuftrious charafters, 
who, having, lived a fliort time, fulfilled 
a long time — who proved to an admir- 
ing world, that wifdom is as grey hairs 
unto men, and unfpotted life as old 



age. 



Even the minority of Jofiah was not 
idle. No fooner was his heart capable 
of refledlion, than he applied himfelf to 

feek 
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feck after God— -the firft a£ts of his royal 
authority fhewed that he fought him not 
in vain. Examples are the bell rules for 
the inexperienced — the king of Judah 
fet& before him his royal anceftor David 
as the objeft of imitation. The word of 
truth is a lamp unto his feet and a light 
unto his paths-»— with his whole heart he 
feeks the Lord God of his fathers. 
The teftimonies of Jehovah arc his de- 
light, and his counfellors. 

The good principles, with which the 
pious king had ftored his mind, are early 
reduced to praftice. His deareft care 
is to purify Judah and Jerusalem from 
the impurities with which they abound- 
ed — the high places, the groves, the 
images, the altars of Manaffeh and A- 
mon, all are done ^ away. Nothing is 
left unaccompliftied, which can (hew the 
pious king's deteftation of idolatry. 

No fooner is this important reforma- 
tion effected, than Jofiah turns his 

thoughts 
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thoughts to the reftoration of the houfc 
Tof God. Many times had this venerable 
ftrudture been made to luffer, through 
the rage of foreign invaders, or the care- 
lefs impiety of facrilegious princes. How 
did the ruinous ftate of the hallowed pile 
bear witnefs to the paft calamities, and 
trlnfgreffions of Judah, when, in the 
true Ipirit of his father David, Jofiah 
made proclamation for the repairing of 
the temple ! 

The freewill-ofFerings of zealous piety 
are joyfoUy contributed — the high prieft 
himfelf is delegated by Jofiah to diredk 
and fuperintend the execution of a work, 
in which the welfare of religion is fo 
deeply interefted. 

Never does the God of Heaven 
withhold his blefling from the devout en- 
deavours of his faithful fervants. While 
the high prieft Hilkiah was diligently 
reftoring the temple to its ftate of per- 
fedion, he finds the book of the law of 

Mofes. 
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Mofes. That authentic and original re- 
cord was, by efpecial command of the 
great Legiflator, appointed to be care- 
fiilly kept within a fafe Ihrine in the 
fanftuary. Some faithful prieft, in the 
depraved times of idolatry, had removed 
the precious volume to a place of greater 
lecurity — had withdrawn it from the eye 
of curiolity, from the hand of facrilege ; 
ftudious to preferve that ancient monu- 
ment of divine goodnefs from the fury of 
impi JUS profanation. Some tranfcripts 
werfe doubtlefs extant — Jofiah could not 
be unacquainted with the law of his 
God — but the whole body of thefe awful 
records, fince the recent night of confu- 
fion, idolatry, and perfecution, faw not 
the light till now. Hilkiah finds the 
long-loft treafure, and tranfmits it to his 
royal matter. 

JosiAH hears, with grief and confter- 

nation, thofe dreadful threatenings of 

judgment which the voice of Heaven de- 

VoL. II. Q^ nounced 
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nounced againft idolatry. Guiltkis 
himfelf, he yet trembled for his Jtidah^ 
he rends his cloaths, in fearful eiq)edta- 
tion of fome national calamity. His eyes 
gufli out widi tears, becaufe men koep 
not the law of God. 

But the fbrrow of die pious youdi 
lofes not itfelf in inafbion — he fends ta 
enquire of the Lord for himfel^ for his 
people. Whence^ O Jofiah^ is tim 
deep perplexity! If thy Others were 
idolatrous^ haft thou not abandoned their 
fins i If thy pec^ were once guilty^ 
have they not expiated their crime by re- 
pentance ? Are not all abufes carefully 
reformed? What mean thefe tears, 
this earneft fi^icitude ? Too well does 
thy fear anticipate the mefiage which die 
prophetefs is commi(fioned*to fend thee. 
** Go, tell the man that font you, 
** Thus faith the Lord— -PrA^Ai I will 
** Mng evil upon this place'* Rvil a- 
waicsthe guilty Jerufalem— allthe venge- 
ance 
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aace fiiretx>ld ifaall be accomplilhed. A 
moment's refute is granted^ in confide- 
radon of thy pious , fidelity — ^but the 
mcaSure of public iniqmty is fiill— *the 
predifted ruin muft ihortly take its 
courfe. It is enough for thee> diat thou 
ihalt fleep in the tomb before the fl:onn 
take place— -thine eye fliall not fee what 
thy people fiiall feel — ^Judah fiiall be- 
come a curfe, and Sion a delblation— - 
but thine heart fiiall only fufier fi-om the 
expeSatim of evil. 

The humility and devotion of Jofiah 
has exempted himfelf from vengeance- 
he leaves no expedient untried to pro- 
cure the deliverance of his people. He 
>caufes thoie awful words^ which had 
made fuch an imprefiion on his own 
heart, to be publicly and fcdemnly re- 
cited in the flrcets of Jerufakm. The 
aflembly is univerfal. The priefl3> the 
prophets, the multitude, are gathered 
together — the depravity has been gene- 

Qjz ral — 
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ral — the danger hangs over every head— 
the law of God fhall found in every ear. 
If the people do not imitate the piety of 
their king, they are not worthy to par- 
take with hinn in his impunity. At all 
events they fhall not want a great ex- 
ample to direft their national humilia- 
tion. The wife and good Jofiah ftands 
by the pillar of the temple*, and renews 
the folemn covenant with his God. The 
people cannot, dare not refufe to join 

in his devotions. In the midft of the 
horrour they feel at the prediftionsof 
impending deftruftion, they will not 
withdraw their obedience from their 
king, and from their God. Jofiah con- 
tents not himfelf with the exprejjions of 
fervent piety — his aftions fecond his 
words. Whatever monuments remain 
of paganifm, are defaced by him with in- 
dignation — no endeavour is wanting to 

* See 2 Kings xi. 14. and Judges ix. 6. 

teflify 
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teftify his zeal for that name of God 
ivhich had been fo profaned by the ido- 
latry of his people. He burns the vef- 
fels of Baal, and puts down his impious 
priefts — he ftrews the duft of their idols 
in the brook Kidron — defiles Tophet, 
the fcene of their abominations — takes 
away the horfes and chariots dedicated to 
the fun — omits nothing which might ap- 
peafe the anger of God — ^renew the 
hearts of the people — ^perfeft the refor- 
mation he had begun. 

Nor is this care confined to Jerufa- 
lem, and the adjacent cities. It extends 
itfelf to the utmoft parts of his kingdom. 
Even Bethel, the unhallowed feat of Je- 
roboam's idolatry, (now once more un- 
der the dominion of Judah) fhall par- 
take his pious folicitude. Some traces 
of the ancient fuperftition yet remained — 
Jofiah haftens, with earneft folicitude, to 
fulfil that ancient prophecy, which 
pointed him out by name as the reftorcr 

0.3 of 
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of true rdi^on^ four centuries before 
his birth. ^' O akar^ altar, thus faith 
^^ the LoRD—Behold, a child fhall be 
•* bom unto the houfc of Davids Jofiah 
*' by name— by him IhaB men's bones 
** be burnt upon thee !" The hour is 
come— the word is accompMied. Jo- 
fiah remembers with joy> that God had 
ib long before ordained him to the tafk 
of piety, and called him by name to 
this acceptable fcrvice. 

The prophet who foretold thefe events 
had his tomb in Bethel — ^that tomb was 
infcribed with fome portibn of his hif- 
toiy. The Ifraelites themfelvcs had' re- 
fcrved the mpniMiient of their own con- 
vi6lion. Though the bones of the pro- 
phet were amongft the fepulchres of ido- 
laters, his epitaph prefcrves them from 
defecration. The lion was not fuflFcred 
to tear him, at his death — the multi- 
tude are reftrained from violating his 
bone$| in his grave. Jofiah commands 

them 
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them to reft in peace — ^he will not fufFcr 
thole relics to meet with indecent con- 
tempt^ or ftiperftitious reverence. 

The faUe worfhip is removed — Jofiah 
haftens to celebrate the paflbver. The 
book of the law informed him of the 
time^ the place^ the circumftances of 
this iacrament. His zeal fo carefully 
follows it, that^ fince the days of Sa- 
muel, the feaft had never been fo punc- 
tually celebrated. Jcrufalem is the 
place — ^the fourteenth day of the firft 
month, the time — the Levites are ap- 
pointed to miniiter—-a fpotlefs lamb i$ 
Iclefted— ^no bone of it is broken — the 
blood is fjprinkled on the door-pofts— the 
paflbvcr is eaten with bread unleavened-^ 
the remainder is confumed with fire. 
Every true Ifraelite participates with joy 
in the monument of paCft deliverance-^ 
the pledge of future falvation-— the type 
of the expc6ted McfHah. 

xLyiii 
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THE CAPTIVITY OF JUDAH. 

WHAT caufe, O God, led thee to 
reje6t thine own inheritance ? What 
errours on the part of thy people de- 
manded this awful dilplay of thy juftice ? 
What, but the fame crime by which an . 
hoft of angels loft their celeftial thrones ? 
Pride, rebellion, apoftafy, fins which 
fet thy mercy at defiance, and provoked 
the feverity of thine almighty vengeance! 
Like the backfliding Ifrael, the trea- 
cherous Judah went aftray in the paths 
of delufion. " The people forfook the 
" commandments of their God, and 
'^ made them molten images — they 
*' worfliippcd all the hoft of heaven — 

^^ they 
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*' the ferved Baal — they caufed their 
** fons and their daughters to pafs thro' 
'' the fire — they ufed divination and en- 
" chantments — they fold thernftlves to 
^' do evil in the fight of the Lord^ — 
^^ they provoked him to anger with hor- 
" rible abominations." 

Nor were thefe the fruits of igno- 
rance. They were wilful crimes— oijii^ 
faU impieties — continued, notwith- 
[landing the efforts of more than one re- 
ligious king — increafed, notwithflanding 
iie reproofs, the menaces, the doftrines, 
Jie miraculous works of thefe holy pro- 
phets> which God in his mercy had lent 
imongft them. Thy calamity is of thy- 
felf, O Judah! What could the jufl: 
band of Omnipotence do lefs, than de- 
ftroy a nation fo incorrigibly flagitious ? — 
a nation fo unthankful for mercies, fo 
prone to difobedience, fo devoid of laft- 
ing repentance ? — a nation fo favoured, 
fo warned, and yet fo Ihamelefsly, fo dar- 
ingly wicked ? What 



434 THB CAPTIViry W JITDAH. 

What people under heaven can 
deem themfelves lecure from all danger 
of punilhments, when Jcrufalem itfclf b 
made a defolation? What Church could 
record fuch inftances of the peculiar 6- 
vour of God as thisj his divorced^ his 
faithlefs fpoufe ? It is not for us finnen 
of the Gentiles to be high-minded ; let 
us rather fear. If God fpared not the 
natural branches, vfc alfo mull take 
heed, left we through our unfruitfulnefi 
be cut off. 

First, and chief among the authors 
of thofe horrid impieties, which drew 
down the vengeance of Heaven, was die 
cruel and execrable Manafleh. Not 
content with his perfonal guilt, he fc- 
duccd the people of God to his abomi- 
nations — he Ipared not his innoccht 
child from the idolatrous fires — he flied 
the blood of the prophets, till he had 
filled Jerufalem with flaughter and maf- 
facre. 

The 
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The mighty God, whole name only 
is Jehovah, was not thus to be infulted 
widi impunity. Regardlefs of all confe- 
qnences to thcmfelves, his intrepid fer- 
vants thundered in the ears of this tnon- 
fter of impiety, ** Thus faith the Lord— • 
" Behokl I am bringing fuch evil upon 
** Jenifalem and Judah, that whofoever 
•* %ears of it both his cars fliall tingle.*' 
The fin of Manafleh had Ipread itfelf by 
its contagion among his people — the pu- 
niftimeht (hail be as general as the of- 
fence. No ear fhall hear of it, which 
&all not glow with aftonifhment and 
commiferation. What dien is that 
vengeance, O God, which thou threat- 
eneft with fuch a preface of horrour ' 
** I will ftretch over Jerufalem the 
" line of Samaria, and the plummet of 
*' the houfe of Ahab. I will forfake the 
*' remnant of mine inheritance. I will 
" deliver them into the hand of their 
*^ enemies i and they fhall become a 

" prey 
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<< prey and a fpoil to all that hate 
" them/' 

Alas> what ear will not tingle^ what 
eye will not weep, what heart will not 
be confounded at the mention of fo 
dreadful a fentence ? Can there be a 
more grievous judgment than delblation, 
captivity, defcrtion, the fcorn of pre- 
vailing enemies ? O God, fliall thb 
befal thy Jerufalem, the place which 
thou haft chofen to thyfclfi the glory of 
the earth, the darling of Heaven, the 
lot of thine inheritance, the place of 
which thou faidft, " Hereihall be my 
" reft for ever ?" Jerufalem hath gricv- 
oufly finned, therefore fliall ihe be re- 
moved. There is no place whatever 
from which the Almighty will not 
withdraw his proteftion, if the tranf- 
greflions of its inhabitants demand the 
fatal reparation. " 1 would have healed 
" Sion, but flie would not be healed: 
" Therefore have I forfaken mine 

" houfe 
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" houfe — I have left mine heritage — J 
^* have given the dearly beloved of my 
" foul into the hand of her enemies." 
The remembrance of former happinefs 
Ihall caufe increafc of forrow — the 
height of paft prolperity, aggravation of 
ruin. 

While the fword of divine indigna- 
tion is thus preparing to quit its fcab- 
bard^ the tranfcendent merit of Jofiah 
turns the curfe into a blefling, and the 
dcftroying angel himfelf forbears to 
ftrike. 

But, alas, that religious, juft, and 
virtuous prince is fnatched away in the 
vigour of his years. The God whom 
he ferves, calls him unexpe6tedly from 
beholding, and partaking the miferies 
of Judah. O how merciful are the 
judgments of Heaven ! how blefled the 
portion of the children of God, who are 
revived by death, united by diffolution, 
glorified by mortal weaknefs and infir- 
mity! 
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micy ! The good Jofiah is now an a(- 
fociate with faints and angels<-*]nftead of 
a fading and corrupdble crown, he now^ 
enjoys an eternal. His iubjedsj Uke 
orphans bereaved of a tender pareni^ 
give vent to their unavailing forrow— 
they are aware that the light of Judah is 
extinguiflied, and that darkneia and 
miiery av/ait her. If the fouls q( the 
bleiled could be capable of af&idioi^ 
the calamines of his fons, his ^peofkt 
his country, would have afl^ed Jofiah 
even in the manfions of peace. 

O woFUL and unworthy fuccetfion to 
the befb of kings ! one Ion is a prifbner, 
another a tributary, both are wicked. 
The people relapfe into their ancient 
idolatry — nothing now delajrs the execu- 
tion of predi6ted vengeance. Nebu- 
chadnezzar, like a deflroying tempefl^ 
advances with refiftlefs fury. The 
wretched Jehoiachin, newly feated ia 
the throne, is feized and put in irons. 

The 
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The conqueror removes him to Baby^ 
ku^-T^m wife* his modierj his princes^ 
his warriors, accompany him> mana- 
dbdand chained, to their perpetual bon- 
dage* His ibrrows are multiplied, in- 
find o£: being Icfiened, by &ch fociety. 

Thi firft woe is paft—- behold, ano- 
dier woe cometh quickly. 

0«E branch yet remains of Jofiah's 
miferable progeny — Mattaniab, the bro- 
ker of 5^oi^i^* Nebuchadnezzaiv 
changing his name to Zedekiah^ fets 
him up in the tributary throne of Judah. 
Thitre might he have continued in 
pcace&l fubjedion — but he who had 
been always rebellious againft God, fails 
in obedience to the king of Babylon. 
The prophet Jeremiah forewarns him of 
the confequcnces, hut in v^n — ^nothing 
could teach him, but fad experience* 

Thrics had Jerufalcm revolted— 
dirice had confpiracies been formed 
againft that powerful monarch, who in 

the 
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the midft of conqueft had hitherto been 
merciful. Now for the laft time his 
mighty armies furround the devoted city. 
Zedekiah, guilty and felf-condemncd, 
attempts to efcape by flight — ^he is pur- 
fued — he is overtaken — he hears the 
tremendous decree of the conqueror. 
His children are flaughtered. His eyes 
are put out, having firft witnefled a fccnc 
of horrour, which fhall dwell on his 
mind for ever — he is bound in fetters of 
brafs — he is carried away to Babylon, 
the viftim of forrow and defpair. 

Now hath the LiOrd covered widi a 
cloud the daughter of Zion — he hath caft 
off her altar, he hath abhorred her ta- 
bernacle, he hath given up into the hand 
of the enemy the walls of her palaces. 
Nebuzaradan, commander of the Baby- 
lonian armies, comes up againft the 
wretched, the defencelefs city — ^breaks 
down its forts — ^burns the temple of the 
Lord, the houfe of the king, every 

pleafant 
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e^ant and magnificent edifice — drives 
e remaining inhabitants into cap- 
fity — carries away the laft Ipoils of the 
nftuary. O Jerufalem, Jerufalem, 
e wonder of all ages, the excellency of 
eatnefs and glory, how art thou be- 
>me heaps of aflies, a fpeftacle of defo- 
tion, a monument of ruin ! Though 
ter in time, how haft thou fhared with 
y fifter Samaria in the bitter cup of 
mighty vengeance! Long had thy 
OD forewarned thee, *' Though Ifrael 
play the harlot, yet let not Judah 
fin*" Thou haft partaken of her ini- 
jities — thou haft fmarted under her 
x)m. Both are in the duft, both are 
lade alearfiil example to all ages, O 
OD, who ftiall efcape thy juftice, if 
line own Jerufalem thus periflied by 
:afon of wickednefs ? Alas, thofe goodly 
jdars of the temple are devoured with 
re — thofe curious marbles, placed in 
:verential filence on thy holy hill, are 
VouII. R broken 
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broken down with rerounding axes and 
hammers — the veil is rent — the facrcd 
ark of God is violated and defaced — the 
altars are beaten down — the fanftuary, 
whereinto none might enter but thine 
high-prieft once a year, thronged with 
infulting pagans — the pillars demolifly- 
ed — the piveHnefits dug up— the very 
ground whereon the temple flood, dcfc- 
crated, and deformed. 

How frail, how unftable, are the moft 
magnificent works of man ! Only tht 
Templ£ not made with hands is eternal 
in the heavens. Thhher may He graci- 
bufly conduct us, who hath called us tb 
his evcrlaftirg glory, for the fake of that 
rherciful High Priest^ who entered 
once for all into that Holy of hblicsJ 
Amen. 
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EZRA, 

WHILE Babylon was a qtreen, Ju- 
dah was a vaflal — but when the oppref- 
fors fell, the people of God began to 
arife. The Babylonian monarchy is no 
fooner fwallowed up by that of Perfia, 
than the Hebrews feel the comfort of 
returning liberty. The iron yoke is 
dajflied in pieces, which had enflaved 
the captive Sion. Cyrus is at the fame 
moment a conqueror, and a deliverer. 
He fees, and pities, the wretched efs of 
the Jews; he fends them. Under the 
conduft of Zorobabel, to their almoft- 
forgotten country. Doubtkfs he was 
not ignorant that he had been f jre- 

R 2 named 
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named in the voice of prophecy — that 
he had been appointed by Heaven to this 
important fervice, almoil two centuries 
c*er he had a being. 

The fir ft year of his monarchy is 
not expired, before he publifties his 
royal edifts throughout the kingdom, 
fur the reftoration of Judah. He calls 
on all his fubjefts for their aid. More 
efpecially he enjoins and encourages the 
children of die captivity, to promote 
the pious work. He difmifles the Jews 
with tokens of princely liberality. Five 
thoi-fand and four hundred veflels of 
gold and filver,'(the precious fpoils taken 
by Nebuchadnezzar) are once more fqt 
apart for the fervice of the houfe of 
* God in Jerulalem. How does thy mu- 
nificence, O royal Cyrus, condemn the 
rapacity of thofe, whp fill their houfes 
with facrilegious plunder — who ufurp, 
for unhallowed purpofes, the treafures, 
which ancient piety had confecratcd 
to God ! 

And 
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hYiT> was it then to the monarch of 
Perfia alone, that the Jews were in- 
debted for their freedom ? Didft not 
thou, O God, in whofe hands are the 
hearts of kings, ftir up the fpirit of this 
virtuous heathen, to be the friend, the 
proteftor, the father of thy church ? 
Did not thy providence difpofe his mind 
to the accomplifhment of thine own pur- 
pofe, and teach his generous foul to feel 
for the calamities of the daughter of thy 
people .? 

Now do the chief of the fathers of 
Judah. and Benjamin prepare for their 
aufpicious journey — now they take 
down their harps from the willows which 
grew near the waters of Babylon, and, 
unbidderiy fing the fongs of their, much- 
loved Sion. They arrive in fafety at 
Jcrulalem — Jerufalem, dear to them, 
even in its ftate of ruin and defolation ! 
Their fiift care is a public and folemn 
lacrifice. The interruption of their de^ 

R 3 votions 
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votions hath made the fcnrice of' God 
ftill more intcrefting, ftill more delight- 
ful. With joy inexpreffible they " (de- 
clare the name of the Lord in Sion, 
and his worfhip in Jerufalem/' Their 
prince and their high prieft are eager to 
let up the altar on its bafis. Before the 
foundations of the temple are laid, a 
place (hall be appointed, whence the ob- 
lations of their grateful hearts might af- 
cend to Heaven. 

The feaft of tabernacles is kept, while 
they are conftrained to abide in tents — 
before they had prepared them habita- 
tions to dwell in. This office per- 
formed, they devote their pious labours 
to the houfe of their God. Artificers 
are felefted — Tyrian workmen are again 
called for — Lebanon again bellows her 
ftately cedars. The materials are ready — 
and now, while the foundation of the 
temple is laying, the priefts Hand in their 
confecrated veftments, with trumpets 

and 



and cymbals, finging praii^s to tHe God 
of Ifrapl, wjip had turned their captivity 
as the rivers in the fouth — the people 
fecpnd their hymns with acclamations 
of traafport — whilft the remembrance 
of paft magnificence brings tears into 
thofe aged eyes, which had beheld the 
former houfe in all its glory. If in 
that militant Church,, whereof we a,re 
members,, our delight is ftill attempered 
by heavinefs, let us not abandon our 
glorious hope ! A day Ihall come, when 
the fervants of God will be received 
into their heavenly Jerufalem, the high 
and hojy city of peace, . and love, and 
joy. No temple made with hands fhall 
be therein 5 for the Lord God Almigh- 
ty, and the Lamb are the temple there- 
of. God Ihall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes — there Ihall be no more 
death, neither forrow, nor crying, nei- 
dier fhall there be any more pain, for 
the former things fhall pafs away ! 

R 4 How 
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How diflFcrent is this undoudcd Hea- 
ven from the tumultuous fcenes of mor- 
tality ! How foon is the rapture of the 
Jews turned into grief and dilappoint- 
ment ! Their patience was not yet fully 
tried. The malicious fuggeftions of 
their Samaritan rivals muft yet prevail 
againft them for a leafon. Long and 
melancholy is the period during which 
the walls of the temple lie wafte — ^thc 
city is defencelefs — the children of Ju- 
dah are a derifion to their infulting ene- 
mies. Edifts, of a very different nature 
fromthofe of Cyrus, are promulgated by 
his fucceffors. The uplifted arm of au- 
thority reftrains the people of God* 
They feem only to have exchanged one 
captivity for another. In fileiice and 
forrow they ceafe from their labours, till 
the prophets, Haggai and Zechariah, 
roufe them from this ftate of torpid de- 
jedion^ and inipire new courage into 
their difconfolate hearts^ 

Darius 
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Darius was now feated on the throne 
of Perfia. His officers come, as be- 
fore, to expoftulate. " Who hath com- 
*' manded you to build this houfe" ? 
The Hebrews wifely and modeftly plead 
the fervice of the God of Heaven — 
the decree of Cynis — their juft and un- 
doubted rights in confequence of it, 
which (ubfequent edifts, if they could 
fufpend, were not able to cancel. * The 
impartial governors feek not to exafpe- 
rate — they fend meffengers to the king, 
ftating the faft, without ahy malicious 
comment — they requeft, that fearch may 
be made for the decree of Cyrus — they 
aik the royal pleafure concerning its va- 
lidity. Darius feeks, finds, ratifies, en- 
larges it, — charges his officers to pro- 
mote, not to hinder the work — levies 
tribute beyond the river for the ex- 
pences of the building, for the fervice 
Df the altar — threatening utter ruin to 
ill, who fhould by any means prove ad- 

♦ See Daniel vi, 15. 

verfe 
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verfe to the caufe of Je^o^aii. ** The 
" Gob of Heaven, who hath c^ufed his 
*' name to dwell there, fhall punifh all 
•' king^ and people, who fhall put to 
•* their hand to alter and deftroy this 
*f houfe of God which is at Jeruf^- 
" lem, I Darius have made a decree ^ 
" let it be done with fpeed/* 

Who would have expefted fuch an 
edift from a Perfian ? No Solomon> 
no David could have faid more. 

In the fixthyear of the reign of Da- 
rius, the temple of God is finiftied rand 
now the dedication of it is celebrated by 
a joyful feaft — the viftims fmoke upon 
the confecrated altars — the priefts are 
appointed in their divifions — the Le- 
vites in their courfes^- — the children of 
the captivity efteem this day a fufEcient 
compenfation for all their forrows* 

Alas, how foon docs it appear,, that 
the moft falutary inftrudtiohs may be 
corrupted by human folly and perverfe- 

nefs! 
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Hcfe I How fbon have abufes crept into 
th€' church and ftate of Judca, which 
call loudly- for reformation ! Artax- 
crxes hath learned of his father to be- 
friend the people of God. Under his 
government, the wife, the learned, the 
religious Ezra is fent to Jerufalem, with 
authority to enquire into the wants, and 
redrefs the grievances of his country- 
men — to check the progrefs of national 
corruption — to ordain magiftrates and 
judges — -to promote obedience to the 
laws — to punifh the contumacy of 
^flfenders. Thus called, thus encouraged, 
the holy prieft aflembles a new colony 
of the JewS ; and, (fecure in the protec- 
tion of his God) will not afk a band of 
ibldiers to help him againft the enemy 
in the way. He had told the king of 
Perfia, with a courage worthy of the 
faith which infpired it, *' The hand 
^ of our God is upon all them for 
'* gODd that feek him — but his power 

« and 
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^' and his wrath i^ againft all them 
" that forfake him." The Almighty 
will not fufFer this holy confidence to be 
difappointed. All the armies of Artax- 
erxes could not have fo ftrongly guarded 
the people of God, as their invifible, 
their omnipotent Proteftor. 

After a journey of four months^ 
Ezra and his companions arrive at Je- 
rufalem — his heart cannot but feel a 
momentary joy, when he beholds the 
temple of Jehovah — but foon is he filled 
with heavinefs, at the recital of thofc 
enormities which had overlpread the 
people. He comcs> to find paganifm ift 
Judah — he comes> to behold a mixture 
of idolatrous rites polluting the fervice 
of God — ^while the priefts and rulers, 
who by precept and example fhould 
have checked this daring impiety, have 
been chief and foremoft in the trefpafs. 

Distracted with forrow, Ezra fits 
down upon the ground — he rends his 

garments 
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garmenb— he beats his breaft — he re- 
mains aftonilhed till the time of even- 
ing racrifice. Then, riling from his 
heavinefs, he lpreads*out his hands unto 
the God of his fathers, profeffing his 
ihame to lift his face from the earth— 
confefling the iniquities of his peo- 
ple, which were increafed over their 
heads, and grown up to heaven— ac- 
khowlcging the juft hand that had fol- 
lowed them in all their judgments, and 
the confiafion wherewith a guilty nation 
were (landing before an offended God. 

The prayers and tears of Ezra are 
feconded by zealous and aftive exer- 
tions* When evil hath prevailed, it is the 
part of wifdom not only to lament^ but 
to redrejs it. He calls on the Jews to re- 
new their covenant with the Almighty — 
he binds them by an oath of the ut-* 
moft folemnity, that they will return 
to better obedience. Tears belpeak 

their 
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their contrition — ^vowsj uttefcd from die 
heart, proclaim them eager to bring 
forth fruits of repentance. ^^ Yet is 
there hope in hrael concerning thii 
thing. Now therefore let us make 
a covenant with our Goo ! Arife, for 
this matter belongeth to thee — ^w€ 
*' will alfo be with thee. Arife, be of 
*' good courage, and do it." If' they 
have done iniquity, they will do n() 
more — If other lords have had domi- 
nion over them, henceforth they wiH 
only make mention of the name of 

JiBHOVAH. 

O HAPPY endeavours of devout and 
holy Ezra, which have thus reftored 
Jerufalem to herfelf, and to he hea- 
venly King ! God is not unrighteous, 
that he fhould forget the blefled work, 
the labour of love. It fliall be had iii 
^verlafting remembmnce — it ft all fee 
proclaimed in that awful da^, when 

they 
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they who are wife will fhine as the 
brightnefs of the firmament, and they 
vho turn many to right eoufnefs^ as the 
Hars for ever and ever. 
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THIRTEEN years were expired, 
lince Ezra went up to Jerufalem. Dur- 
ing that period of tinie, the holy man 
had diligently availed hinnfelf of the com- 
miffion granted him by the king of Per- 
fia. He had re-eftabliftied the purity of 
religious worfhip — he had introduced a 
general reformation among the people*— 
he had fet in order the fervices of the 
newly-confecrated temple. But, alas, 
much remained unfinilhed, which re- 
garded the welfare and pro^erity of Je- 
rufalem. The walls lay wafte — the citf 
was ruinous — the houfe of God expofed 
to every danger, which might be feared 

from 
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fix)m the fecret treachery, or open hofti- 
lity, of their evil neighbours. Ezra 
fees all this, and laments that he is un- 
able to promote the welfare of the ftatc 
as efiedhially as he had benefited the 
Church. But the Lord will not caft 
off his people, neither will he forfake 
his inheritance. 

Hanani, a faithful fervant of God, 
prompted by his own zeal, and probably 
encouraged by Ezra, departs from Jeru^ 
falem to the court of Artaxerxes, to im- 
plore afliftance for his defponding coun- 
trymen. He repairs to his brother Ne- 
hemiah, and with all the eloquence of 
impaflioned grief tells him, that the 
people are in affliftion and reproach- 
that the fortrefles are broken down — ^ 
that the gates are in the fame ruinous * 
condition to which the fury of Nebu- 
chadnezzar had reduced them. 

Nehemiah was at peace in the court 
of Perlia, beloved and diftinguifhed by 
his fovereign. He was in pofleifion of 

Vol. II. S all 
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all that the world holds dear, or defirabk 
Why (hould his happinefs be afFefted by 
the danger of Jerufalem ? If thofe re- 
mote walls are on heaps, he is in the pa- 
lace ofSufa. If his far-diftant country- 
men are delpifed, he is held in honour- 
able eftimation by the monarch of the 
world. But the private felicity of a good 
man is loft in the public diftrefs. When 
the head fuffers, all the members fuflFcr 
with it. 

Nehemiah had once indulged the 

^ hope, that the gracious edift of Darius, 
and the royal benevolence which had 
been extended by his fucceflbr to Jerufa- 
lem, would have advanced its flrength, 
and glory. Now, when he hears that 

^ the holy city is ftill in confufion, de- 
Ipifed of men, and as it were forfaken by 
God, he fafts, and mourns, and im- 
plores the mercy of Heaven. How many 
inhabitants of Jerufalem adtually beheld 
thofe ruins with dry eyes, or at bcft 

were 
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were afFefted with a fruidefs forrowl 
Nehemiah hears of them afar off, and 
weeps — he refolves to devote his life to 
the fervice of his country. That grief is 
ufelefs, which centers in itfelf, and is not 
joined with aftive endeavours for re- 
drefs. 

He determines to throw himfelf at the 
feet of his generous mafter, and make in- 
terceffion for Jerufalem — -but he will firfl: 
have recourfe to his God. He knew 
that the hearts of earthly kings are under 
the guidance of the King of Heaven— he * 
was not ignorant of the efEcacy of fervent 
prayer. In all our undertakings, if we 
feek not the patronage of the Almighty, 
it is vain to hope for permanent fuc- 
cefs. 

Thus armed, thus prepared, Nehe- 
miah approaches his royal mafter. The 
|cing beholds him overwhelmed with for- 
fow-^forrow which he neither attempts^ 
norwilhes, to conceal. His diftrefs was 

S 2 vifiblc 
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vifiblc in his features, and could not 
of exciting the curiofity and compaffion 
of his lord. He expeftedthisj and his 
hope is not fruftrated. *' Why is thy 
'^ countenance fad, feeing thou art not 
*' fick ? This is nothing elfe but forrow 
*' of heart." And is an heathen maftcr 
fo gracious ? Is he fo tender towards 
his fervant's grief? O thou Father of 
mercies, and God of all comfort, with 
what confidence (hould the troubled fpi- 
rit, the foul' in anguilh, betake itfelf to 
Thee ? With what compaffion doth thine 
eye behold our miferies ! how is thine car 
attentive to all our complaints ! 

Nehemiah dares not open his mouth 
to the king, till his heart has addrefled a 
fudden ejaculation to God, No bu- 
fincfs can be fo urgent, that it may not 
thus be confecrated to Heaven. The 
prayer of faith afcends, (even from the 
inmoft foul) with .Tapid wings, to the 
throne of mercy. It can folicit God, 

and 
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and bring down an anfwer of peace, be- 
fore a word is uttered by our lips. How 
can we expeft a blcfling, whicn we are 
cither too proud, or too carelefs, to 
afk? 

'* Let die king live for ever ! Why 
"' Ihould* not my countenance be fad, 
'' when the city, the place of my fathers* 
'* fepulchres, lieth wafte^ and the gates 
'' thereof are burnt with fire?" With 
an humble preface doth Nehcmiah inter- 
eft the feelings of the king, before he 
utters his requeft. The generous Ar- 
taxerxes liftens with benignity to his fer- 
vant, and cannot but commend the zeal 
he teftifies for his country. He encour- 
ages him to Ipeak — his petition is 
granted, e'er it can be uttered. Nehe- 
miah firft afks permiffion for his journey, 
and next, the royal affiftance in the pro- 
fecution of his laudable deiigns. Both 
are readily granted s and he departs with 
joy and hope. 

S 3 Tni 
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The proud and infolent adveriarks of 
Judah are cut to the heart at the arrival 
of a man thus qualified^ thus empowered, 
to feek, and to promote> the welfare of 
Jerufalem. There can be no greater 
torture to wicked minds, than to behold 
the profperity of God's people. They 
need no other tormentor, than that which 
at fuch a moment lurks in their own bo- 
foms. 

Nehemiah foon perceives, that the 
fervice in which 1^ is engaged is full of 
difficulty and danger. He fees, that all 
his prudence, and all his courage mufc 
be called forth, to avert the threatened 
evils. He rifes in the night, and fe- 
cretly views the decayed walls of Jerufa- 
lem — the ruined gates — the ravages of the 
triumphant heathen. Yet even now does 
he anticipate in his mind that complete 
reftitution ofthecity of God, which her 
friends dared not hope, which not even 
her jealous and vigilant enemies fu- 
fpefted, or feared. Having fully di- 

geftcd 



gelled this great work in his owir^mind, 
he aflembles the rulers of the congrega- 
tion — he condoles with them on account 
of the common diftrefs and reproach ; 
but tells them of the hand of his God 
which was good upon him. The peo- 
ple behold him with extafies of joy, as 
one fent from Heaven for their fupport 
and comfort. With hopes, to which their 
fouls had long been ftrangers, they cry- 
out in tranfports of zeal, " Let us rife up, 
" and build." No man is idle — ^nopart 
is intermitted — every Ifraelite knows his ^ 
ftation. All Jerufalem is at once en- 
compafled with bufy labourers. What 
greater fuccefs can be expefted, than 
from the joint endeavours of faithful 
hearts, united under the proteftion x>( ^ 
God? 

At the commencement of the work, 
the adverfariesof Judahare fuUof fcorn — 
its rapid progre/s converts their derifion 
into rage. The Moabites, Ammonites, 

S 4 . Ara- 
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Arabians^ confpire againft the holy city, 
and^e'er the battlements are fet up, feck to 
demolifti thafe envied ramparts* Where- 
in hath Sion offended ? Was it criminal 
to feek the means of fecurity ? Was there 
any danger that the Jews would rebel a- 
gainft Artaxerxes, or carry on offenfive 
war againft the neighbouring ftates ? Had 
it been fo, there might appear fome pre- 
tence for this hoftile difpofition — but, 
alaF, howcould die feeble renanant of an 
afHifted and perfecuted nation be formid- 
able? Jerufalem only endeavours not 
to be miferable — and lo, the heathen 
rage, and the people imagine a vm 
thing. The enemies (land up> the Gen- 
tiles take counfel together againft the 
children of God. 

Meanwhile, how do Nehemiah and 
the Jews confult their common fafety i 
They pray to God — they watch againft 
their affiiilants. The adverfaries of our 
falvation are furious, ifthe contrite heart 

endea- 
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endeavours to fecure itfelf againft their 
aflaults — but we know how to prevail 

againft thofe Ipiritual wickednefles, which 
war againft our fouls. No evil can fur- 
prife us, if we watcih^no. evil can buri 
us, ifwcpray. 

The enemy was fubtle, and malicious. 

They fliall neither know nor fe^i till 

we come in the midft of them and flay 
*^ them." Open force is not fo danger- 
ous, as fecret diflimulation. They would 
feem Jews, while they were Moabites 
and Ammonites, and would come under ^ 
the difguife of brethren for purpofes of 
murder. 

Nehemiah, aware of the impending 
danger, calls together the faithful peo* 
pie of God — bids them remember the 
Lord, who is great and terrible, and fight 
for their brethren, their fons, and their 
daughters, their wives, and their houfes. 
Motives like thefe cannot fail of inlpiring 
courage-— cannot but animate the weakeft 

heart—- 
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heart — Nothing can excite the militant 
foul to ftand faift in the day of advcrfitjr* 
fo much, as the remembrance of that in- 
finite power and wiliJom, which can ci-^ 
ther avert, or mitigate, or fandify it 

The talk is now divided : each zeal- 
ous Hebrew is a workman and a foldier. 
What an image is here of that Churchy, 
where every one labours, invefted with 
chriftian armour — ^where every one fo 
works, that he is ready to ward off all af- 
failants — where diligence is not hazard- 
ous, nor valour fruitlefs ! 

But what can weapons avail, if there 
are no means to warn us againft an ene- 
my ? Without a trumpet, we are arrficd 
in vain. The work is large, and we arc 
feparated one from another-— only the fa- 
cred trumpet of God calls us to afibciate 
for our mutual prefervation. Woe be 
to the watchman, if the found he givc$ 
be uncertain ! Woe be to the people, if, 
when they hear the found, they refort 

not 
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not to the fignal ! United forces majr 
profper — fingle oppofition is delperate. 
All hands and hearts muft meet t(^er 
ther in the caufe of truth, and of God. 

Discovered ftratagems are already 
in a great meafure prevented. The ad- 
verfaries of Jerufalem hear that the city 
hath warning. They relinquifh their ex- 
ecrable purpofe — they depart in Ihame 
and confufion. 

Nehemiah, delivered from the im- 
pending danger, completes the fortifica- 
tions of the holy city. No longer is fhe ^ 
a reproach to the nations of the earth. 
All is accompli (hed which can tend to 
the peace, the welfare, the dignity, the 
fecurity, of Sion. And now, what re- 
ward Ihall be given to the deliverer of his 
country ? What bright recompence fhall 
crown his afliduous labours ? He needs, 
he feeks, he will accept no other, than is 
afforded by the confcious feelings of his 
heart. He calls upon his God to think 

on 
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on him for good — to keep in memory 
what he hath done for his brethren. 

Blessed are they that always keep 
judgment, and do righteoufnefs ! Thejr 
ihall be thine, O Lord, in that day 
when thou makeft up thy jewels. Thou 
fhalt remember them with thy peculiar 
favour — thou (halt vifit them with thy 
falvation. They (hall fee the felicity of 
thy chofen — ^they Ihall rejoice in the 
gladnels of thy people — riiey Ihall give 
thanks with thine inheritance. 
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WHAT bounds can be affigncd to 
human ambition ? Ahafuerus, king of 
Perfia, whofe empire was extended to 
the moft diftant regions of the globe, 
prepares to add yet other provinces to 



♦ The e75a6^ period, wlien the traiifiiflions took 
place, which form the fubjedt of this and the fol- 
lowing conten)plation, is not properly afcertained. 
According to Dean Prideaux, Eilher flourifhed be* 
injoeen the departure of Ezra, and that of Nehe- 
miah for Jerufalem, (a conje6tiire in fome mea*' 
iure fupported by Neh.4i. 6,) 

The Editor has contented himfelf with following: 
the arrangement of Bifhop Hall, l)iit does not alto« 
^cther fubfcribe to his opinion, that Xerxes y the 
^on of Darius, is the Ahafuerus ^f Holy writ* 



his 
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his conquefts. He cannot hope to fee 
the land he now poflefleth^ and jet he 
cannot reft, while he hears of more. How 
fmall a portion of earth is fufEcient for 
the mighty dead, whom, while living, a 
whole world could fcarcely fatisfy ! How 
^vain and frivolous is that happincfs, 
which depends on popular applaufc— 
on the exaggeration of thofe tides, whidi 
are very far from conducing to real glory? 
Nothing can properly fill the heart of 
man, but He who made it. 

Ahasuerus, by way of triumph for 
his paft viftories, and with a ^ view of 
animating his princes and foldiers to fu- 
ture exploits, makes a feaft, like him- 
felf, princely and magnificent, for fix 
•whole months, the people, the nations, 
and the languages refort to Sufa. The 
fpacious court of the palace is turned 
into a royal hall — ^the walls are of rich 
hangings — the pillars of marble— the 
couches enriched with filver — the pave- 
ment of porphyry— the veflcls of the 
purcft gold. Amidst 
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Amidst all this princely magnifi- 
xcnce, in the height of his oftentation 
^nd glory, the lord of Alia finds himfelf 
delpifed and fetat nought by a capricious 
woman. The fcorn and difobediencp of 
his queen, fo publicly demonftrated to 
the world, at once eclipfes all his magni- 
ficence — fills that heart with forrow 
whichhad expefted nothing but joy — and 
puts the king of fo many kings to fliame 
before thofe very nobles, whom he meant 
to fend away aftonifhed at his power and 
majefty. 

The Jews were only partially returned ^ 
to the land of their captivity — many of 
that wretched people were yet in the do-- 
minions of Ahafuerus— all were under 
the/r^/r^ of his power. Lo, themefcy 
of God caufes light to arife in the midft* 
of darknefs, to chear the hearts of a re- 
pentant and afflifted nation. The pious 
and faithful Efther is called on to (hare the 
throneof Ahafuerus, in place of the re- 
pudiated 
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pudiated Vaftiti. It was happy for this 
orphan, that, in the land of her capti- 
vity, the tendernefs of Mordecai had 
fulfilled all thofe duties, which the early 
death of her parents forbade them to dif- 
charge. Above all things, he imprcflfcd 
on her young mind thofe religious fcnti- 
ments, which preferved her conftancyun- 
fliaken amidft the ferereft trials — taught 
her, in an idolatrous city, to worfliip 
the God of Ifrael — taught her, while in 
the fplendid palace of Sufa, to think 
with the fondeft affeftion on Jerufalem. 
She prays, fhe meditates, in Jeer et — 
for Mordecai, on her advancement to 
the royal dignity, enjoined her to conceal 
for a feafon the circumftances of her 
birth. Her unparallelled beauty had 
raifed her to the throne — he feared left, 
(while her honours were yet unfettled) 
the mention of her captivity might cx- 
pofe her to unmerited contempt — ^he 
looked forward to the tin:^ when her vir- 
tues 
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tues fhould endear her to every heart- 
when her name ftiould dignify her na- 
tion, and take away the reproach from 
the people of God. 

The office of Mordecai led him to 
daily attendance at the palace of Ahafbe- 
rus*— his piety and religion taught him 
faithfulnefs in his fervice. Two of the 
king's chamberlains confpire Againft the 
life of their lord. Mordecai difcovers 
the meditated treafon, and reveals it at 
once to Efthen With what joy does 
the queen avail herfelf of this opportu- 
nity to commend in public the fidelity of 
one whom fhe fecrctly loved and ho* 
Doured ! She imparts the difcovery to 
the king in the name of Mordecai — the 
circumftances are examined- — the plot is. 
difcovered — the traitors executed— the 
fervice recorded in the Perfian annals. 
No greatnefs can afford a lecurity from 
malice or violence. He who ruled over 
millions of men, the lord of an hundred 

. Vol. II. T and 
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and twenty fcven provinces^ extending 
from Indiato Ethiopia, is in danger of hi» 
life by the arm of an afiaflin. How much 
more happy is the meaneft Chriftian ! He 
canlook forward to a crown incorruptible, 
undefiled, and that fedeth not away, re- 
ferved for hinci in the regions of glory. 
No force, no trcafon can reak:h thither— 
there can be no peril either of viofence, 
or forfeiture. , 

Without auy other recompenccthan 
is afforded by his own confcious vimie, 
Mordecai returns to the duties of his of- 
fice. Little did the people ima^nc 
that the child of his adoption, was feattd 
in the throne of Perfia. — ^little did the 
proud Haman imagine, that the man 
•who refiifed to pay obeifance to his new- 
born dignity flood fo nearly connedcd 
with the emprefs of the world ! 

All the fervants, all the fubje6ts of 
Ahafuerus, fall profl:rate> by the king's 
command, before his minion. Morde- 
cai 
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cai cannot> dares not pay this forbidden 
homage. His Companions charge him 
with difobedience, and fpai^ not the 
language of cxpoftuktion : he is filent 
for a while — at laft he imparts ,thus 
much, in juftification of his conduft; 
*^ Let it fuffice, that I am a Jew, and 
*^ HamananAmalekite." 

How prone are men to hate thofe who 
are ,deaf to their perfuafions ! The af- 
Ibciates of Mordccai haften to inform- 
the favourite, that a proud and ftubborn 
Jew fate among them, who fcorned to 
bow the knee to his greatnefs. No fooney 
is the accufation made, than the Agagke 
in a tranlport of fury repairs to the 
king's gate, that he might view the man 

m 

who dared deny reverence to the greateft 
prince of Perfia. How did his eyes 
Iparkic with fury, when he faw that no 
apprehenfion of perfonal danger caiildf 
prevail on' Mordccai to tranlgrefs the* 
law of his God ! 

T 2 A Jew 
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A Jew had offended Haman— -the 
whole nation muft perifh to afluage his 
wrath. The monarchy of the world was 
now in the hands of Ahaiuerus — fcarccly 
was there an Hebrew upon earth, out of 
the reach of Haman's fury, and his maf- 
ter's power. The generation fliall die 
at once — the people who had been re- 
nowned for fo many thoufand years, 
ihall fall a facriHce, in a moment, to the 
indignant pride of Haman. Perhaps 
the hereditary quarrel between Ifrael and 
^ Amalek inflamed his rage, and gave 
frefh vigour to his refcntment. 

Having previoufly determined on the 
day for the intended maffacre *, he repairs 
to Ahafuerus in a carelefs confidence of 

i ** iTfeemsto have been a providential interfer- 
ence of God, that the day fixed on by lot for the 
perpetration of this atrocious adt (hould have been 
at fo confiderable a diftance of time from the pro- 
jedling of it. In the period of eleven months, the 
treachery of Haman was difcovercd, and the Jews 
were fpared. 

fuccefs 
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fucccfs. He demands, as if it were a 
trivial requeft, that a certain people, Mat- 
tered among the king's provinces — a peo- 
ple differing in laws and cuftoms from 
the reft of mankind — a people ufelefs and 
burdenfome, if not aftually dangerous, 
may be exterminated from the face of the 
earth. How eafy is it to fugged untruths, 
when there is no man to aniwer ! That 
the Jews were di/perfed^ was their mifery, 
not their choice — ^it was a circumftance 
which fhould have difarmed refentment, 
and pleaded for pity— often did they cry 
unto God in forrow of heart, " Have 

mercy on us, O Lord, and fave us ; 

our foul is full of contempt ; we are 
** fcattered among the heathen !" That 
they were Jeditious^ was a moft unjifft 
and cruel flander. Their laws enjoined 
obedience, and denounced vengeance 
againft rebellion. That their extinftion 
would tend to the glory and welfare of 
Ahafuerus, is a charge which Haman 

T 3 himfelf 
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himfclf difproves, while, in contradiftion 
to his own aflertions, he offers ten thou- 
fand talents of filvcr to the royal trcafury 
as the price of innocent blood! 

Too long had the king been enflavcd 
to his unworthy favourite. Without con- 
fidering the weight of thefe fpecious ar- 
guments, he delivers to the fanguinary 
monfter his royal fignet. The fecretaries 
are called — meffengers are dilpatched in- 
to all the provinces — the day is ap- 
pointed, on which all Jews, wiriiout re- 

• gard to age or fex, through the whole 
extent of the Perfian empire, Ihali be fa- 
crificed to the wrath of Haman. 

Who fhall exprefs the tears, the la- 
mentations, the outcries of this mife- 

* rable and devoted people, vrhcn the 
fatal decree was promulgated? Above 
all, who (hall attempt to paint the grief 
of Mordecai? " Alas, am not I the 
'^ fole caufe of this general calamity ? 
^' Could I have irnagined, tha?t the re- 

" venge 
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** vengc of Haman wouW have been thus 
dreadfully extenfive ! Had it terminated 
in my blood, I had died contented— 
** now, to have brought death on fo 
many thoufands of innocents, what 
forrow equals mine ? Why did I con- 
tcft with fo powerful an enemy ? Why 
did I not hide myfelf from the face of 
that proud Amalekite ? Alas, no 
" man of Ifrael will live to curfc me— • 
'^ mine enemies only fliall record my 
name with ignominy, and fay, Morde- 
cat was the bane of his feople ! O L/OR d, 
if my prefumption hath incurred thy 
difpleafure, in what have thy captive 
tribes offended ?' O let itbethyjuft 
mercy, that I fhould perifli alone!'* 
Such thoughts as thefe were doubtlefe 
in the breaft of Miwdecai, while he walk- 
ed in fackcloth before that palace, where- 
into no man was fuffered to enter in the 
habit of a mourner. How different are 
the ways of God from thofe of man ? 

T 4 That 
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That which caufed excUifiM frqqn the 
court of Ahafuerus, opens wide the port- 
als of . Heaven. The facrifice of God is 
a broken fpirit — a broken and a contrite 
heart, O God, thou wilt not dcfpife. 

The public forrow of Mordecai can- 
not long be concealed from Efthen Her 
diadem, her royal purple, afford her no 
joy, while the friend fhe loves and ho- 
nours is fitting in fackcloth and afbes. 
With what confternation does (he learn 
the cauje of his grief! How does her 
heart faint within her, when fhe receives 
the chairge of her kinfman to exer; all her 
ppwer, all her intereft with the monarch 
of Pcrfia in behalf of her afHifted peo- 
ple? iVlas, whoever dares enter into 
the royal prefence uncalled, mufldie— 
. nothing but the extended fceptre can res- 
cue the offender from the grave. Efther 
could only bewail, fhe could not hope 
to avert the impending evil. 

Mordecai 



ESTHER. 2S1 

MoRDECAi 'will not be thus difcour- 
aged — though he mourns, he will not 
utterly defpair. Again he addrefles the 
queen in more ar\imated language. 
" What, is it death thou feareft ? Haft 
*^ thou any thing but death to expeft, if 
** thou avoideft the prefent danger ? Art 
*' thou not of the race of Ifrael ? If 
*^ thefe unalterable edi6ts exempt no in- 
*^ dividual of our nation, how (halt thou 
efcape ? Wilt thou prefer certain 
peril to the poffibility of hope ? Away 
with this weak timidity, unworthy a^ 
believer, unworthy a queen. But if 
fear or policy withhold thine aid from 
thy people, if thou negleft the Church 
** of God, God will not negledt it. It 
'^ fhall not be in the power of tyrants*to . 
*^ exterminate the chofen feed — the Holy 
" One of Ifrael fhall rather work mira- 
** cles from heaven, than that his inhe- 
*' ritance (hall perifh on earth, or that 
" his own prophecy fhall fail. Let me 

'' then 
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" then adjure thee by that tender love 
^ which trained up thine orphan infan- 
<c cy — ^by thofe grateful fentiments thou 
" haft expreffed in return-^— by the name 
*^ of the God whom we adore — that thou 
*' awaken thine holy courage, and ad- 
venture thy life for thy people. Hath 
it not pleafed the Almighty to exalt 
. ** thee to that pre-eminence of honour 
" for this very purpofe, that light may 
^ arife by thee to them that fit in dark- 
*' nefs, that the remnant of his chofen 
• *^ fcrvants may be faved * by thee from 
^ utter deftru6Hon?" , 

MoRDECAi has faid enough — his 
words have infpired Efther with becom- 
ing inticpidity. " Go, gather the Jews 
•'*'*that are prefent in Sufa, and faft ye 
" for me — I will faft likewife — and fo 
" will I go unto the king, which is not 
^^ according to the law; and, if I perifli, 
" I perifli." Heroic thoughts befit 
great actions. The pious queen trufts 

to 
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to her devotions, rather than her beauty. 
*' This is the viftory that overcometh 
the world, even our faith." 



Lir. 
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THE DEATH OF HAMAN- 

THE time devoted to prayer and ab- 
ftinence is expired — Efther, arrayed m 
royal apparel, meekly fubmitting her- 
^f to the will of Heaven, advances to 
the throne of Ahafuerus. In her look, in 
her demeanour, courage feems blended 
with diffidence. As if ftie faid, " It is 

neceffity, not dlfobedienee, that leads 

me to this bold approach — according 
** to thy will, O king, I live or die — 
^ I am prepared for either alternative." 

The unexpefted prefence of Efther, 
her beauty, her magnanimity, at once 
delight her lord, and excite pity in his 
breaft. Love haftens to banifh fear. The 

king 
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king held out to Efther the golden fcep- 
tre that was in his hand. Without this 
aft of clemency, her life had been for- 
feited. The Perfian monarchs afFeftcd 
to conceal themfelves, in ftern retire- 
ment, from the eyes of their fubjefts. It 
was death to folicit them, uncalled. 
Blefled are they who dwell in the 
courts of that King of kings, who is al- 
ways more ready to hear than we to pray, 
who is never inacceffible — ^never wearied 
by our requefts. His compaffions fail 
not — in his prefence is life — his mercies 
are renewed every morning! . 

The royal fuppliant is not only re- 
ceived with pardon, but chcared with 
words of more than common benignity. 
" What wilt thou, queen Efther, and 
" what is thy requeft ? It fhall be given 
** thee, even to the half of the king- 
" dom.'' How is the mercy of God 
magnified, in times of extraordinary dif- 
ficulty and danger ! She, who had trem- 
bled 
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bled at the auftcrity of Ahafuerus, is now 
amazed at his munificence. Surely the 
king's heart is in the hands of the Lord, 
as the rivers of water — He tiirneth it, 
whitherfoever He will. 

The wife queen thinks it not good to 
make her requcft too fuddenly. WcU 
aware of the importance of her fuit, flic 
dcfires to prepare the mind of Ahafaerus 
for its reception. The king and Haraaa 
are caikd tothe banquet. Again is Eft- 
her folicited to unfold the objedt of her 
wiflies — again ilie hefitates, as fearing 
to fpeak — anocber banquet, on the eniii- 
ing day, fliall give utterance ta the pur- 
pofes of her hear& — the haughty favourite 
is once more invited to the royal pavi- 
lion. 

But ftill Mordecai is an allay to his 
happtnefs — no edift of death can bow 
his knee — before, he. looked at Haman 
as an Amalekite, now, as a periecutor. 



No 
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No doubt he had received early intelli- 
gence from Efthep of her gracious wel- 
come — of the extent of the king's pro- 
mife. He has thrown off his fackcloth— - 
hiiSf courage is raifed to a more fcornful 
negledt of his infolent adverfary. Ho- 
neft indignation fparkles in his eyes, and 
bids the proud Haman defiaiice. 

Full of rage and fury, the minion re- 
turns to his palace. He aflembles his 
family and friends — defcants on his mag- 
nificence, the height of his favour, the 
excellency of hi^ glory — " Yet all this 
avails me nothing, fo loagas I fee 
Mordecai tlie Jew fitting at the king's 
gate/' The darlings of the world a^^e 
llrangers to perfe6t happinefs — fome la- 
tent forrow fhall ftill difturb their belt 
enjoyments, and make even their prof** 
perity miferable. 

The wife of Haman ftimulates him to 
inftant revenge — her impatience will not 
wait for the diftant Adar. All the coun- 
cil 
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cil applaud her murderous defign — ^^ Let 
" a gallows be made fifty cubits high, 
** and to-morrow fpeak thou to the king 
*' that Mordecai may be hangpd there- 
*' on — then go thou in merrily with the 
*' king unto the banquet." But Goo 
had other defigns for his afflifted Church, 
and, in the very inftant of intended mif- 
chiefi he accomplifhes his purpofe of 
mercy. He, ** who neither flumbereth nor 
fleepeth", caufeth fleep that night to de- 
part from Ahafuerus. Either to deceive 
the time, or to employ it well, the written 
chronicks^of Perfia are brought before 
the king. The unerring hand of Pro- 
vidence direfts him to the record of 
Mordecai's paft zeal — of that vigilant 
fidelity, which preferved the monarch of 
the world from nightly aflaffination. 

Alarmed at the very recoUedtion of 
fuch imminent danger, the king feels 
new gratitude arife in his bofom. With 
the anxiety of a generous mind, he de- 
mands 
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rii^nds what honour has been fliewn to 
Mordecai in return for his fcrvice ; and 
he learns with forrow, that the merit to 
which he was indebted for life, has been 
too long neglefted and forgotten. 

The implacable Haman was already 
in the outer court of the palace to de- 
mand the head of Mordecai, He is com- 
manded to approach ; and t'cr he can 
utter the purpofe of his wicked heart, 
his mafter prevents him — ^^ What ihali 
'* be done to the man whom the king de- 
" lighteth to honour ?" 

Could Haman have thought that the 
queftion concerned any muiTSil but 
himfelfi he had not fo lavilhly confulted 
a difplay of fuch magnificence. He had 
already the power of Ahafuerus — -he co- 
vets a temporary inveftiture of his royal 
dignity. The crown Ihall be on his 
head — the mantle of the king upon his 
Ihoulders — na meaner perfon fhall attend* 
him, in his fuppofed greatnefs, than one 
^ Vol. II. U of 
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of the nobleft princes — the ftreets of Sufa 
(hall witnefs the pomp, and echo with 
the fplendid proclamation, " Thus (hall 
** it be done to the man, whom the king 
" delighteth to honour!" 

Never is the heart of man fo cold 
within him, as when from the height of 
cxpefted good it falls at once into evil. 
What were the fenfations of thy breaft, 
O Haman, when thou heardeft the kill- 
ing word, "Do thou this to Morde- 
'* cai!" Haft thou but one proud ene- 
my in the world, and art thou (ingled out 
to grace him ? Did it embitter all thy 
happineis.jj^j;hat this Jew would not do 
obeifance to thee, and muft thou bow 
to him ? Muft thou be his herald to 
proclaim his honour through Sufa ? Why 
doft thou not fignify to thy mafter the 
purport of thy coming ? Why doft tljiou 
not Ipeak of thy murderous prepara- 
tions? 

The 
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The mortified Haman retires in dif- 
traftion of heart, and prepares for the 
hated fervice. When Mordecai fees his 
enemy approach, he imagines himfelf 
already fummoned to execution — ^when 
he fees the purple robe, he fays in his 
heart> " Is it not enough that he kill 
*' me, but he muft infult my laft dif- 
*^ trefs ?" But when he fees the royal 
crown ready to be fet on his head, and 
marks the fubmifllve geftures of Haman, 
and finds that no mockery is intended, 
he concludes that this proceeds from 
Efther's interceflion — he l iftsi ^ up his 
heart with joy — he forms the moft au- 
Ipicious hopes for himfelf and for his 
people. 

With a covered head, and dejeftcd 
countenance^ the Amalekite haftens 
home to impart his forrows. He aflem- 
bles his wife and friends — miferable com- 
forters are they all ! " If Mordecai be 
" of the feed of the Jews before whom 

U 2 " thou 
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" thou haft begun to fall, thou fhaJt not 
*^ prevail againft him, but fhalt furely 
«' fall before him." Out of the mouth 
of Pagans, O God, haft thou ordained 
truth, that thou mighteft ft ill the enemy 
and the avenger. O Lord> thou art 
the fame yefterday, and to-day, and for 
ever. If we be thy fpiritual Ifrael, pei- 
ther earth nor hell fliall prevail ag^nft 
us — we (hall furely ftand^ or furely rifc> 
while thine enemies fliall lick the duft. 

The vengeance which has hitherto 
flept, -is now awake, and prepares itfelf 
f^ j uft, exec ution. While the prefage of 
evil is fcarcely uttered, its connpletion i$ 
begun. The meflengers of Ahafuerus 
call Haman in hafte to the fatal ban- 
quet. 

The king is now impatient for the 
long- delayed fuit of Efther. Thrice 
h d he pledged himfelf to grant her re- 
queft, though it fhould extend to half hi$ 
kingdom. The fame wifdom which de- 
ferred 
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ferrcd the prayer, now brings it fuddenly 
forward. To every diing there is a fea- 
lon — a time to keep filence> and a tincic 
to fpeak, " If I have found favour in 
thy fight, O king, let my life he givea 
me at my petition, and my people 
at my requeft.'* Ahafuerus expedted 
fome high and difficult boon i now that 
he hears his queen beg for life, he is tranfr 
ported with fury againft her yet unknown 
adverfary : he interrupts her ipeech 
with vehement indignation, and, as if he 
had heard too much already, furioufly 
exclaims, '* Who h he ? Where i sjjue^ 
" that durft prefume in hisneart todo 
^< fo?" 

How differently do we *behold die 
fame aftions, under different impr^f-* 
fions of mind! When Ahafuerus h^d 
figned the decree for the maffacre of the 
Jews, he fate down carelefsly to the feaft 
with his favourite — now, when he hears 
that the partner of his throne is involved 
in their danger, he can fcarce contain the 

tranf- 
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tranfports of his heart, while the royal 
fuppliant, fixing her eyes on her hated 
perfecutor, cries out with undaunted 
courage, " The adverfary and enemy i$ 
** this wicked Haman!'* 

Ahasuerus rifes from the unfinilhcd 
banquet, hurried away by the tempeft of 
his paffions. The criminal fees his fate de- 
nounced againft him in the angry looks 
of his matter. His tongue faulters, his 
lips tremble, his guilty heart foils him. 
With a meannefs^ proportioned to his 
former wickednefs, he proftrates himfclf 
befc rc thcgu een in agonies of defpair. 
Even this aft of fubmiflion is mifinter- 
preted by the enraged Ahafuerus on 
his return to the pavilion. *' The 
wrath of the king is as a meflage of 
death.*' The face of Haman is covered 
for his approaching execution. No more 
fliall he behold the fun. They who had 
before done homage to the fuccefs- 
ful favourite, congratulate each other, 
and infult him, on his downfaU. Aha- 
fuerus 
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fuerus is made acquainted with his in- 
tended malice againft the faithful Mor- 
decai. Haman is doomed, by a juft 
decree, to that ignominious engine of 
death, which he had prepared for the ob- 
je6t of his hatred. The Jews have light, 
and gladnefs, and joy, and honour. 
The fentence againft them cannot be re- 
verfed — its danger is feafonably prevented. 
Mordecai fucceeds to the dignities fo 
juftly forfeited by the impious Haman. 
He who fate in the gate is made next un- 
to the throne. The feaft of Purim is 
ordained for a perpetual memory of the 
deliverance of the people of C?8B?**^^ 
" Behold ! the wicked travaileth with 
mifchief: he hath conceived iHj^row and 
brought forth ungodlinefs — he ifiude.^ 
pit and digged it, and is fallen himfelf 
" into the deftruftion that he made for*. 
*^ others. Wherefore then Ihould he blaf- 
pheme God, while he doth fay in his 
heart, " Thou wili mt require it ?'' 

^' Surely 
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** Surely thou haft feen it ; for thou bc- 
** holdeft ungodlinefs and wrong — that 
*^ thou mayft take the matter into thine 
** hand — the poor committeth himfdf to 
** thee ; for thou art the helper of the 
« fnendlefs.'* 
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